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Central Coast Water Quality Preservation, Inc. 
PO Box 690 
Salinas, CA 93902 
831-761-8644 
office@ccwqp.org 
www.ccwqp.org 
 
July 20, 2026 
 
Central Coast Water Board  
Irrigated Lands Program – Ag Order Amendment  
Attention: James Bishop  
895 Aerovista Place, Suite 101  
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Via email only to: RB3-Ag-Order@Waterboards.ca.gov 

 

SUBJECT: Comment Letter 2 of 2 – Amended Ag Order,  
Irrigation & Nutrient Management Perspectives 

 

Dear Mr. Bishop, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on proposed Order R3-2021-0040-A1 (Ag Order 

4.0 Amendment). As you are aware, Central Coast Water Quality Preservation, Inc. (Preservation, Inc.) 

serves as the third-party administrator for Central Coast growers enrolled under the Irrigated Lands 

Program, coordinating monitoring, reporting, technical assistance and outreach activities that help 

agricultural operations comply with the requirements of the Agricultural Order. Through this work we 

collaborate closely with growers across the Central Coast to advance effective nutrient and irrigation 

management practices, evaluate water quality trends, and develop practical solutions that protect 

both surface water and groundwater resources. The attached comments reflect our perspectives 

working at the intersection of Central Coast agricultural production, nutrient management, and water 

quality protection.  

 

This document and its attachments comprise one of two comment letters submitted by 
Preservation, Inc. for this round of public comment (our other comment letter is submitted by our 
Executive Director, Sarah Lopez, on the same date).  This letter provides our detailed comments on 
issues related to irrigation and nutrient management.  For ease of reference, our detailed 
comments are organized into the following attachments: INM-O, INM-A, INM-B, INM-C.  Our 
comments are conveyed as proposed “redline” revisions and comment “bubble” insertions into 
these attachments, each of which was posted by the Central Coast Water Board as a “clean” 
version of its proposed revised Order R3-2021-0040-A1 and its attachments. 
 
Preservation Inc. recognizes that certain recommendations contained in our comments may be 
constrained by existing State Water Board policies, statewide regulatory requirements, 
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precedential orders and/or pending revisions to other regulations, which limit the discretion of the 
Central Coast Water Board staff to make certain revisions. We have included these 
recommendations nonetheless, in order to preserve these considerations in the administrative 
record and to express support for their future adoption should policy, regulatory, or legal 
circumstances evolve.  

We thank you again for this and future opportunities to comment.  Please direct questions about 
this comment letter to Suzette Santiago at suzette@ccwqp.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

Central Coast Water Quality Preservation, Inc     
 

 

Suzette Santiago, PhD 
Agricultural Water Quality and Nutrient Management Scientist, Central Coast Water Quality 
Preservation, Inc. 
 

Cc :   
 
Sarah Lopez, Executive Director, Central Coast Water Quality Preservation, Inc. 
sarah@ccwqp.org 
 
Kevin Merrill, Board President, Central Coast Water Quality Preservation, Inc. 
kmerrill@mesavineyard.com  

Jane Grey, Board Chair, CCRWQCB 
Jane.grey@waterboards.ca.gov  

Mr. Ryan Lodge, Executive Officer, CCRWQCB 
Ryan.lodge@waterboards.ca.gov  

Mary Hamilton, Environmental Program Manager, CCRWQCB 
Mary.hamilton@waterboards.ca.gov 

Elaine Sahl, Irrigated Lands Program Manager, CCRWQCB 
Elaine.sahl@waterboards.ca.gov 
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