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Upending Our Food Supply
So much that was taken for granted has now changed to a new paradigm…  
a new world order that has all of us reevaluating our daily activities, 
personal relationships, and business enterprises.

Nowhere is that evident in what COVID-19 has done to our food supply chain. The 
changes came fast, with little notice, and created an upended market driven by reduced 
supply outlets and changing consumer choices. We all saw the runs on toilet paper and 
bottled water at the stores we frequent, and in many instances, the sanitizer products 
have not returned to our retail shelves fully.

Yet, we see many instances of sufficient supply of fresh produce in our stores, with only a 
few missing items from time to time. Even with reduced imports, the variety and choices 
remain plentiful. Many consumers are shifting to more canned goods and stock items 
that hold up longer in the home pantry, such as pasta, but fresh foods continue to be 
choices made by consumers.

One thing this pandemic has highlighted is the resilience of our food supply system. 
Products continue to move into the retail outlets at a steady pace, including the healthy 
choices of leafy greens, vegetables, and berries produced locally. How lucky are we to 
live at the source for these items?

Yet, the impacts of this to our local farms are substantial. Because of shifts in the 
marketplace due to cancellation of large-scale education and institutional contracts, as 
well as a reduction in the food service sector due to restaurant closings, an oversupply of 
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product hit just as the harvest season was beginning. The retail sector could not 
absorb all that additional product, and while much went to food banks, some of 
the crops were abandoned in the fields or plowed under.

With that comes a change in production planning and schedules, because if there isn’t 
a market for the crop, why plant it? Farmers are also business people and recognize 
the indicators of when to reduce their output to meet the level of demand the market 
can manage. Thus, will there be future shortages of some crops as the planting 
schedule changes play out in the marketplace? If the food service sector recovers and 
restaurants reopen, will there be enough product to supply the market demand?

These are all unknowns as we’ve not been through a pandemic like this in our 
modern age. Sure, what happened a hundred years ago with the flu pandemic 
draws many parallels, but not to the scale we have seen with COVID-19 where 
practically the entire world’s economy collapsed seemingly overnight.

How fast will we recover from this shutdown of our lives and economy? Will we go 
back to large music festivals or sports events? Will we travel again for business and 
pleasure? What if we all become germaphobes because of this new world order?

One thing will be certain: America’s food supply is resilient and will continue to 
provide the multitude of choices we all enjoy year-round. Everyone still needs to 
eat three times a day … and if anything, this pandemic has proven that we are 
willing to make sacrifices to ensure that humanity is fed and comfortable.

It has become clear that our food supply system is vulnerable, yes, but also can 
prove itself to be resilient in a time of crisis. Large scale support of our food banks 
and other distribution systems have made even those challenged with the loss of 
their jobs able to continue to feed their families.

Farmers will continue to keep growing food for the rest of us. And when this 
pandemic situation passes, and we get the all-clear to resume our “normal” lives 
once again, please stop and give a farmer or rancher a hug for trudging through 
this crisis with the resolve to keep our food supply moving and plentiful.  
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COVID-19 Diet: Fresh Fruit
WRITTEN BY: DAVID EDDY FOR AMERICAN FRUIT GROWER AND WESTERN FRUIT GROWER

It’s a great time to buy plentiful fresh fruit, but Americans don’t seem to agree, and at least one so-called 
“environmental” group isn’t helping.

My wife was shopping in the grocery 
store toward the end of March, about a 
week after the “shelter in place” orders 
came out. She texted me from the store, 
saying she would have to make some 
adjustments to the grocery list. She 
reported she could find no toilet paper, 
nor really any paper goods, and no soap 
of any kind, as well as no meat nor eggs. 
Exasperated, I called her and asked what 
they did have, and she said the fresh 
fruit aisle looked like it had hardly been 
touched. We both sighed, and agreed that 
was going to be our diet theme for the 
rest of the crazy time: Eat fresh.

It’s too bad more Americans don’t share 
our love of fresh fruit. I don’t have to 
repeat all the statistics you know all too 
well, that Americans’ consumption of 
fresh fruits and vegetables are way below 
recommended levels, helping lead to 

high rates of obesity and all the attendant 
health problems.

I know more Americans would love fresh 
fruit if they tried it. My own limited 
experience with giving my kids’ friends 
fruit, and having them excitedly ask for 
more, is vivid. I’m convinced if we could 
just get more Americans to try fresh fruit, 
they would be apt to eat more of it.

But would you eat any food, much 
less one that comes straight from the 
earth, that’s been described as “dirty?” 
Me neither. That’s way I found the 
Environmental Working Group’s (EWG) 
recent annual release of its “Dirty Dozen,” 
a rundown of fruits and vegetables 
reported to contain the highest amount 
of pesticide residues, to be particularly 
bad timing. Right when most Americans 
are more concerned about their health 

than ever, and could really use more fresh 
produce, the EWG drops its dirty bomb. 
What’s worse, they even thought about it.

Along with the lists came a special note 
from the EWG about the importance 
of fruit and vegetable consumption, 
especially during the COVID-19 crisis. A 
portion of the message reads as follows: 
“As all Americans struggle to adapt 
to the reality of daily life during the 
coronavirus pandemic, it is important to 
know that there is no evidence people 
can be exposed through food. The spread 
pattern for coronavirus is quite different 
from those of foodborne pathogens like 
salmonella and E.coli. That is why, even 
though the risks of COVID-19 are serious, 
consumers should continue eating plenty 
of healthy fruits and vegetables, whether 
they are conventional or organic.”
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The EWG calls its report the “Shoppers 
Guide to Pesticides in Produce,” but only 
the most sophisticated shoppers will use 
it that way. Few Americans will read the 
report. A lot more will see the publicity 
in the mainstream media. The message, 
that fruits and vegetables are healthy, 
is obscured by the much more powerful 
symbols, that fruits and vegetables are 
“dirty” because they are loaded with 
pesticides.

One nasty feature of the year’s “Dirty 
Dozen” is that the group reports the 
“dirtiest” produce commodity is not 
actually a fresh fruit or vegetable but a 
dried one – raisins. That’s often one of 
the few fruits a parent can get the littlest 
consumers to eat.

A lot of these delicious and nutritious 
tiny fruits do have measurable levels of 
pesticides. But while measurable, they fall 
well within government safety guidelines. 
Now many will go unsold in favor, no 
doubt, of a “clean” snack, like a box of 
cookies. And the vicious cycle of obesity 
starts going ‘round again. 

DAVID EDDY RESIDES IN CALIFORNIA AND CAN BE 

REACHED AT DEDDY@MEISTERMEDIA.COM

 CONTINUES ON PAGE 16
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As the Executive Director of this organization, 
it falls on me to be aware of all things that 
may affect farmers and ranchers of Monterey 
County. It’s what they pay me for, and our 
members expect that I will stay on top of all 
the legislation, regulation, and economic 
news, sifting through it all to decide what’s 
most important, and then communicate that 
to their in-boxes each week.

That worked fine until Coronavirus, or 
COVID-19, hit us hard in mid-March. One 
week we were having our regular Board of 
Directors meeting with 24 of 28 Directors 
plus advisors in the room, the next week we 
were on lockdown and forced to bend our 
daily lives into unimaginable contortions.

I will relate here what transpired in those 
first, chaotic weeks of all things COVID-19.

First, there was immediate concern about 
farm employees and how their close 
proximation on field crews and at their 
housing situations would enhance the 
spread of the disease. Multiple discussions 
were held on the phone (pre-Zoom, anyone 

remember those days?) to decide how best 
to get a set of guidance practices out to our 
farms, harvesters, processors, and shippers. 

Quickly, this evolved into a local working 
group that included the Monterey County 
Agriculture Commissioner Henry Gonzales 
and Supervisors Luis Alejo and Chris Lopez, 
along with Monterey County Farm Bureau, 
Grower-Shipper Association of Central 
California, Monterey County Vintners and 
Growers Association, Coastal Growers 
Association, and California Strawberry 
Commission. After some quick drafting, on 
March 20th this group released the model 
Advisory for Agriculture Worker Protection 
During COVID-19 Crisis for better 
protecting farm and cannabis employees in 
Monterey County during the Coronavirus 
pandemic, becoming the first County in 
the state to do so.

 On March 17th, Monterey County issued 
their “Shelter-in-Place” Order, and then on 
March 19th, California issued their “Stay-at-
Home” Order in response to the coronavirus 
crisis. Agriculture was included under the 

My Diary During 
Coronavirus
WRITTEN BY: NORM GROOT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 

MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

“essential businesses” exemptions in both 
orders, along with other categories of 
essential businesses. Knowing the critical 
role farm employees play in Agriculture, 
local elected and agricultural leaders 
quickly devised and enhanced worker safety 
measures to ensure employee health and 
safety, and our timing was spot on!

The agricultural sector then went to work on 
enhancing its existing workplace and food 
safety guidelines to decrease the spread 
and impact of COVID-19 in their workplaces. 
The Advisory document identifies and 
communicates multiple objectives including:

•  Preventing and reducing transmission 
among staff;

•  Protecting people who are at higher risk 
for adverse health complications;

•  Maintaining business operations; and,

•  Minimizing adverse effects on other 
entities in their supply chains. 

Protection guidelines from the CDC and 
public health departments were changing 
constantly and rapidly. The Agriculture 
community continued to be responsive to 
these changes and modifies this Advisory 
as necessary, usually once a week since its 
introduction. Further, this Advisory is not only 
for farmworkers but for all of the individuals 
involved in Agriculture’s supply chain.

Let me just say that I was proud to be part 
of this effort to get a working document 
quickly into the hands of both employers 
and employees. The education curve 
was pretty steep in the beginning of the 
Shelter-in-Place Order and made it all very 
challenging to communicate to so many 
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farm employees in a short time frame. With 
the help of our farm employers, on-farm 
practices evolved pretty quickly and the 
inventiveness of these new practices was 
quite remarkable. Everyone seemed to take 
this pretty seriously from the beginning, 
knowing full well that without a healthy 
workforce no crops would make it to market.

Even with our getting out in front of this 
pandemic curve, no good deed goes 
unpunished, and the criticism from those 
both inside and outside our community 
was framed as ‘not doing enough to 
protect our farm employees’ either with 
personal hygiene messaging, minimizing 
the actual exposure to the disease, or 
finding housing alternatives. It was pretty 
tough when those outside the local 
circle thought they knew how to better 
manage our farms and ranches. Yes, we 
took medical advice as appropriate, and 
followed the changing CDC and CDPH 
guidelines (which, in the beginning came 
nearly every day, sometimes confusing for 
specialty crops producers).

From my perspective, our messaging may 
have been quickly prepared and not in the 
best format possible, but refinements in 
style come after each first strike. The point 
here is that Monterey County was the 
first to put ANY messaging out into the 
Central Coast region, perfect or not, and 
indeed in our state. When dealing with 
the unknown, adaptation is a necessary 
element of any process.

Then came the multitude of relief programs, 
both from the Feds and the Governor. In 
the beginning there was great confusion 
over which program included production 
agriculture, and if so, which crops. It took 
several attempts to get clarification on 

some of the provisions, with Congressman 
Panetta’s office in DC very helpful in 
digging into the details. Frustration was 
at a high level as it seemed that many of 
the relief program were not prepared for 
the overwhelming numbers of applicants; 
websites crashed, sometimes in the middle 
of entering application information. In many 
instances, this took hours to complete (and 
with multiple attempts). State programs 
were aligned to fill in gaps in the federal 
relief programs, but the bottom line was that 
specialty crop producers were somewhat left 
out of the process.

Afterwards, then came the stories of crops 
being left in the fields, or worse, being 
plowed under because of the changing 
marketplace. This hit just as the season 
was getting starting on the first harvest 
rotation of leafy greens, vegetables, and 
berries. Fortunately, a lot of product was 
donated to our food banks in the tri-county 
area, which helped to relieve the pressures 
of feeding those newly unemployed or just 
needing a little extra help.

The field losses are devastating to farms, 
for sure, but also to me personally as I have 
to relate these stories to the media who 
constantly demand updates on what’s 
happening to our food supply; there was 
almost no understanding that harvesting 
a crop cost money in labor, materials, and 
equipment. The balance between telling 
just enough but not too much to cause a 
food panic was difficult to manage. And it 
is heartbreaking to see all the stories that 
continue to report the negative impacts to 
farms and their employees. I often asked 
reporters if there weren’t some positive 
stories they could tell to provide reassurance 
about our nation’s food supply?

I’ve frequently characterized the days since 
March 17th as ‘one step ahead of the daily 
avalanche.’ All other issues have taken a back 
seat to COVID-19 and many things we all took 
for granted now take on new importance; the 
greatest of those is the personal contact we 
have all lost with each other. I truly hope we 
can make our ‘new normal’ seem like the old 
one, whatever form that may take.

The bright ray each day is the continued 
sense of humor we all have expressed on 
social media. Yes, I finished Netflix just 
like everyone else, my baking skills have 
improved dramatically, and my iTunes 
library is better organized. We can all be 
blessed that our ability to make light of 
this, even in the darkest of days, means 
we will survive as a community.

Each day brings something new and let’s 
hope that ‘new normal’ comes really soon!

All the best from your local Farm Bureau 
office and our Directors who have worked 
hard throughout this pandemic. And 
we thank you for your continued faith 
in our organization with your continued 
membership! Now, more than ever, Farm 
Bureau is here Working for You. 

SAVE THE DATE!
BILL BARKER MEMORIAL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

August 20, 2020 
Bayonet & Black Horse Courses  
All level of players welcome!

Register at www.montereycfb.com



What is Smart Home 
Technology?

Since we’re all staying closer to home these days, it might be timely to look 
into how your home is secured and what you can do to update your home’s 
monitoring connections. The following is provided by Nationwide®, Farm 
Bureau’s partner for insurance services.

Your home is your castle, and a castle 
must be protected at all times. Of course, 
you’re not always at home. You’ve got to 
go to work and you need vacations to get 
away from work!

So how can you keep a watchful eye 
over your home and make sure your 
belongings are safe when you’re away? 
Two words: home automation. There are 
many companies revolutionizing the 
home automation industry.

Home automation has been around 
for a long time, but the emergence of 
smartphones and Wi-Fi has made the 
technology more convenient and affordable. 
It might sound like science fiction, but you 
can now control all of the appliances in your 
home right from your smartphone.

We still haven’t reached the day where the 
dishes do themselves, but these 9 smart 
home devices can make your life easier.

1. Smart home security system

Have you ever wished you could keep 
an eye on your home when you are 
out of town? With automated security 
technology such as Piper, you can now 
monitor your home security system 24/7 
from your smartphone with a smart home 
security app. Piper gives you a panoramic 
view of your home and should notify you 
if any unusual motion is detected.

If your home is supposed to be empty 
during your family getaway, Piper should 
notify you with a phone call, text, or email 
if, for instance, a window is opened, or it 
detects a loud noise on your property. You 
can even see a video of what caught its 
attention on your phone.

2. Video doorbell camera

When you’re on your next tropical vacation, 
not everyone will know that you’re away 
from home. People may drop by your 
house and ring the doorbell expecting to 
see you. With Ring, you can answer your 
door from the palm of your hand. Ring’s 
Video Doorbell is a Wi-Fi enabled doorbell 
camera that allows you to video chat with 
visitors through your smartphone.

Have you ever missed an important 
package because you were just a few 
minutes late getting home? With 
doorbell cameras, you can let the 

08    FARM FOCUS : KEEPING FARMERS GROWING



delivery man know that it’s safe to leave 
the delivery at your door.

3. Smart plug and smart outlets

Let’s say you rushed to work in the 
morning and forgot to turn the TV off. 
With the Belkin WeMo smart power 
outlet, you can use your home Wi-Fi 
network to turn devices on and off right 
from a smart home app. This home 
automation technology can even tell 
you how much power or energy you use 
on your electronics, giving you valuable 
insight into which electronics and 
appliances are costing you the most each 
month. Check out Belkin WeMo’s summer 
energy savings guide for help cutting 
down on energy consumption from your 
electronics and more.

4. Smart thermostat

Forgetting to adjust the thermostat when 
you leave your house can be a big waste 
of money. Smart thermostats are making 
this scenario a thing of the past. With 
technology like Nest, convenient control 
of your home’s thermostat is now right at 
your fingertips wherever you are.

With a programmable smart thermostat, 
you can control the settings from your 
Apple or Android smartphone. Best of all, 
its sophisticated automation technology 
continually learns to pre-heat/cool your 
home based on your habits so that you 
are comfortable at all times. The last thing 
you want after a long day at work is to 
come home to a freezing house. With a 
Wi-Fi enabled thermostat, you can take 
total control of your home’s temperature 
settings.

Your thermostat isn’t the only appliance 
you can control from a smart home app. 
There are many available lists of the best 
smart appliances to help you continue 
the modernization of your home.

5. Smart irrigation controller

One easy thing to forget when you go 
on vacation (besides your toothbrush) is 
finding someone to water your plants. 
Fortunately, there is even home automation 
technology that has your garden covered. 
Whether you are looking for complete Wi-Fi 
watering systems, moisture sensors, smart 
gardening apps and cloud platforms or 
gardening DIY and open source systems, 
plant watering sensor systems can help.

6.  Smart smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors

Fire and carbon monoxide are two of 
the biggest safety hazards in your home 
so it’s comforting to have the ability to 
monitor them from anywhere with a 
smart home app. Nest also created an 
alarm that syncs with your smartphone to 
alert you if the smoke or carbon monoxide 
alarm goes off. Nest Protect includes 
features that give you real-time updates 
about smoke and carbon monoxide 
levels. It can also notify you when the 
batteries are low in your alarms. 

 CONTINUES ON PAGE 16

EXPERTS IN AG.
EXPERTS IN FINANCING.

Buying, building, or making improvements,  

American AgCredit is your agricultural 

 real estate expert.

Call 831.424.1756 today or visit AgLoan.com

A part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.

 CONTINUES ON PAGE 10
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7. Smart aquarium controller

Beyond your home and garden, home 
automation technology can even protect 
another precious belonging: your fish! 
Apex aquarium monitoring gives you 
complete control over your tank from 
your smartphone. From ozone control to 
automated feeding, this device eliminates 
the need for a Nemo-sitter on your next 
holiday and takes the marine biology 
guesswork out of your aquarium.

8. Smart locks

Do you ever leave home and forget 
whether you locked the back door? 
Worrying about unlocked doors can be a 
source of anxiety for anyone. What if you 
could easily control your locks from your 
smartphone? You can with the Schlage 
Connect Smart Deadbolt.

The smart deadbolt gives you a virtual 
spare key so you don’t need to hide 
anything under your doormat. With this 
home automation technology, you can 
control your locks from anywhere with 
your mobile device. Do you need to let 
your dog walker in every week while 
you’re at work? You can do so with the 
Deadbolt.

9. Smart home

What if you were able to control multiple 
devices in your home through one 
single app? Wink makes this possible. 
The Wink app maintains partnerships 
with more than 30 products from a 
variety of manufacturers – offering you 
convenience and simplicity when it comes 
to connecting to the items you rely on 
every day such as sprinkler systems, 
lights and locks like the Schlage Deadbolt 
mentioned above. It doesn’t stop there; 
the Wink HUB is a platform that enables 
the multi-product connectivity, allowing 
your smart devices to speak the same 
wireless language.

Smartphones are quickly becoming 
all-empowering devices that can turn 
your house into a fully-controllable smart 
home. These 9 groundbreaking home 
automation technologies can be used 
to protect your home directly from your 
smartphone. While smart home apps may 
help make your home more secure or 
efficient, they don’t protect your property 
or belongings if something unexpected 
happens. You’ll want to have quality 
home insurance coverage to enjoy peace 
of mind at all times. 

Third party websites and products referenced by Nationwide are controlled and operated by third parties and not by 

Nationwide. Nationwide makes no representations and disclaims all liability as to the content or material available at 

those websites, the accuracy of information, and the quality of products or services provided or advertised. The fact that 

Nationwide references such sites and products is not an endorsement, authorization, express or implied sponsorship, or 

affiliation with respect to such sites and products, its owners, sponsors, or providers.

Products underwritten by Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Company, Crestbrook Insurance Company, Nationwide 

Mutual Insurance Company, Allied Property and Casualty Insurance Company and AMCO Insurance Company. Products 

and discounts not available to all persons in all states. Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle and Nationwide is on 

your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2019 Nationwide

What is Smart Home Technology?  
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 
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FIND YOUR HARDWORKING HERO
At Cal-Coast, we see you stepping up to the challenges of your land. Day in and day out.  
So, our team is right there beside you, helping you raise the bar with equipment made to  

dominate your workday.

5045E UTILITY TRACTOR
NO PAYMENTS, NO INTEREST FOR 

90 DAYS 
PLUS 0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS1

PLUS FREE DELIVERY1

CalCoastMachinery.com
Santa Maria ........ 617 S. Blosser Road ..............(805) 925-0931
Paso Robles ........ 3920 Ramada Drive .............(805) 434-5566
Oxnard ................ 2450 Eastman Avenue .........(805) 981-2866

Today’s equipment, yesterday’s values. Your Central Coast tractor experts for over 50 years.

1Offer valid on qualifying purchases made between 15 April 2020 to 06 July 2020. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial, for consumer use only. Down payment may be required. Average down payment is 10%. $21.74 per month for every $1,000 
financed. No payments, no interest for 90 days, followed by 0% APR for 46 months only. Taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges could increase monthly payment. Available at participating U.S. dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Offer available on new 
equipment and in the U.S. only. Prices and savings in U.S. dollars.
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At Cal-Coast, we see you stepping up to the challenges of your land. Day in and day out.  
So, our team is right there beside you, helping you raise the bar with equipment made to  

dominate your workday.

5045E UTILITY TRACTOR
NO PAYMENTS, NO INTEREST FOR 

90 DAYS 
PLUS 0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS1

PLUS FREE DELIVERY1

CalCoastMachinery.com
Santa Maria ........ 617 S. Blosser Road ..............(805) 925-0931
Paso Robles ........ 3920 Ramada Drive .............(805) 434-5566
Oxnard ................ 2450 Eastman Avenue .........(805) 981-2866

Today’s equipment, yesterday’s values. Your Central Coast tractor experts for over 50 years.

1Offer valid on qualifying purchases made between 15 April 2020 to 06 July 2020. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial, for consumer use only. Down payment may be required. Average down payment is 10%. $21.74 per month for every $1,000 
financed. No payments, no interest for 90 days, followed by 0% APR for 46 months only. Taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges could increase monthly payment. Available at participating U.S. dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Offer available on new 
equipment and in the U.S. only. Prices and savings in U.S. dollars.



The Power of Positivity
WRITTEN BY: ZIPPY DUVAL, PRESIDENT, AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

Farmers and ranchers are naturally positive people. We carry out our work believing that the 
harvest will be good and our long days, and sometimes long nights, of hard work will pay off.

Lately, between the impacts of COVID-19 
and the economic pressures we were 
dealing with even before the virus came 
to our country, it has seemed as if our 
stockpile of positivity is running a bit 
low. But I don’t really believe that for one 
minute, and the stories I’m seeing about 
how farmers and ranchers are weathering 
this latest storm are proof that I’m right. 
Farmers and ranchers rise to the challenges 
we face. We’re still farming, doing what’s 
needed to feed our fellow Americans.

There’s plenty of good news out there. 
Consider the example of farmers and 
ranchers donating food to help meet 
the increased need in the midst of the 
pandemic. As many of our fellow citizens 
face job losses, more of them are having 
to turn to food banks and other feeding 

organizations for help. Agriculture is 
stepping up to help meet that need.

There’s the story about an Idaho potato 
grower who, when he lost his regular 
restaurant sales, put the word out on 
social media that he had six months’ 
worth of potatoes stored up and to 
come and get them. Many have shown 
up to gather potatoes for food banks or 
friends and neighbors in need. Farmers 
and Farm Bureau organizations around 
the country are coordinating with food 
banks and state agencies to get food 
from farms with excess to people who 
need it. And at the American Farm 
Bureau, we’ve worked with USDA to 
increase food donations from farms. All 
of these efforts make me so proud of our 
nation’s farmers and ranchers, and they 

are reminders of the can-do attitude our 
farmers are known for.

Farmers and ranchers, like everyone else, 
are doing their best to stay healthy, and 
many are doing a great job of putting 
distancing measures in place and providing 
protective equipment to keep their workers 
safe. It’s so encouraging to see how farmers 
and ranchers are being creative and 
positive—rising to the challenge so they can 
keep farming and feeding all of us.

Another positive that I’ve seen is the 
recognition of the importance of what 
farmers and ranchers do every day. When 
the stay-home orders went into place, 
one of the first concerns people had 
was whether there would be a severe 
disruption in the food supply. That shows 
the value of agriculture to our lives! We 
take those concerns seriously and we’re 
working to ensure that food processing 
and other links in the food chain remain 
operational at the same time as we take 
good care of the workers on farms and in 
processing plants, so Americans can enjoy 
the plenty that we’re used to having. I’m 

In normal times, it’s easy to take overstocked grocery 
stores for granted, until something happens to remind 
us that a lot goes into getting food to our plates. 
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glad to see that folks are realizing how 
important agriculture is to their daily 
lives. In normal times, it’s easy to take 
overstocked grocery stores for granted, 
until something happens to remind us that 
a lot goes into getting food to our plates.

Even with some temporary rationing 
of certain products, we are so blessed. 
Most Americans are able to shelter at 
home and not worry about going hungry 
because farmers and ranchers are still on 
the job, producing the food we depend 
on. Farm Bureau’s social media hashtag 
#StillFarming has been seen by millions, 
showing that farmers and ranchers are 
out there working to feed America.

It has been encouraging to see people 
baking bread and finding creative ways 
to use pantry staples. After watching 
so many food fads come and go, it’s 
interesting to see us getting back to 
basics and seeking out comfort foods 
when we need them.

This focus on positivity isn’t to say that 
there aren’t some real problems in 
agriculture right now. The impacts of 
COVID-19 have been brutal, especially 
on those who have had loved ones 
contract the virus, but also on workers 
who have lost income and on farmers 
who have lost their markets. But let’s 
keep things in perspective and focus on 

the positives, too. That’s how we retake 
power over this situation, put COVID-19 
in its place and keep working for better 
days to come.

Blessings and good health to you all. 

VINCENT “ZIPPY” DUVALL, A POULTRY, CATTLE AND 

HAY PRODUCER FROM GREENE COUNTY, GEORGIA, 

IS THE 12TH PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN FARM 

BUREAU FEDERATION
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Resiliency. That 
asset has always 
characterized 

farmers, ranchers and people 
involved in agriculture. We will 
need it more than ever in the 
coming days and weeks, as all of us 
adjust to the new realities brought 
by the novel coronavirus and actions 
taken to slow its spread.

But here’s one thing I know: It’s in 
challenging times like these when farmers’ 
and ranchers’ true passion shines—feeding 
and contributing to the stability of our local 
communities, state and country. We’ve 
seen it in fields, orchards, processing 
plants and down the line to farmers 
markets and grocery stores: California 
agriculture remains on the job.

Farmers have been adjusting on-farm 
practices to account for social distancing 
and other measures to further assure the 
safety of our employees. Farm Bureau 
members from north to south have been 
proactive in fine-tuning daily activities 
to keep themselves and their employees 
safe. You can find a Farm Bureau 
COVID-19 Resource Page online at  
www.cfbf.com/covid-19-information.

Farm Bureau has been working and will 
continue to work with our members and 
other agricultural employers to make sure 
they’re aware of the latest guidelines from 
health officials and government agencies.

Because have no doubt: They and the public 
will be watching. Many of the calls I took 
from reporters in the days immediately 
following Gov. Newsom’s stay-at-home 
order focused on what farmers and ranchers 
were doing to keep their employees safe 
while they do the essential work of ensuring 
plentiful supplies of food and farm products.

We can also expect questions about the 
safety of the food supply itself. Farmers 
and ranchers are already meticulous in 
employing sanitary practices in their 
operations, for both food safety and 
employee health. Redoubling those efforts, 
and demonstrating those efforts, will be key 
in assuring public confidence in their food.

You can be certain that Farm Bureau will 
maintain its advocacy with local, state and 
federal agencies to ensure availability of 
the human and physical resources needed 
to maintain plentiful food supplies. The 
remarkable events of mid-March showed 
the value of Farm Bureau as an advocate for 

California agriculture with elected officials, 
government agencies and the media.

County Farm Bureaus have remained 
critical local resources and have continued 
to respond to their members and work with 
local agencies to assure continuity of critical 
food and agricultural activity.

That’s also true of those of us at the 
California Farm Bureau Federation. Working 
remotely, the CFBF staff has engaged in 
virtual advocacy, staying in close touch with 
elected officials and members of both state 
and federal administrations, to make certain 
they’re aware of the impacts of the COVID-19 
response and what farmers, ranchers and 
agricultural businesses need in order to 
provide for our customers.

During its long history, CFBF has built 
strong relationships with elected officials, 
legislative consultants and staff. That 
helps us clear roadblocks and make 
certain farmers, ranchers and agricultural 

Farmers and Farm Bureau Show 
the Resiliency of Agriculture 

WRITTEN BY: JAMIE JOHANSSON, PRESIDENT, CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION
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businesses continue to receive the 
government certificates, permits and other 
services they need.

In the media, CFBF has remained a reliable, 
trusted source of information and has been 
active in reinforcing the crucial role California 
farms and ranches will fill in providing safe 
and reliable food at a time when many things 
seem unsafe and unreliable.

CFBF is unique among California farm 
organizations in having its own media 
operation, and the fact that you’re 
regularly reading Ag Alert® as a Farm 
Bureau member is another testament 
to resiliency. It was important to me 
and to all of us at CFBF that we maintain 
our publication schedule, despite the 
logistical obstacles that might pose.

As county and state governments issued 
stay-at-home protocols, our editors, graphic 

designers, advertising specialists and 
others scrambled to figure out how to make 
sure Ag Alert could continue publishing. 
The CFBF Information Technology staff 
spent hours determining how to assure 
their colleagues could report, write, design 
and transmit the final publication from 
their scattered home worksites around the 
Sacramento region—even as the IT team 
made sure other CFBF employees could 
remotely continue services for county Farm 
Bureaus and individual members.

It’s a small example of the unprecedented 
actions going on all around us, and 
particularly in agriculture. People on farms 
and ranches, in packinghouses, processing 
plants, trucking firms and grocery stores, 

are working diligently to harvest, pack, 
process, ship and stock the food and grocery 
products we all need.

Through drought, freeze, world war and 
the trauma of 9/11, farmers and ranchers 
and people throughout the food chain 
kept Americans supplied with safe, 
affordable food and farm products. That 
same ethic of resiliency will drive us in 
agriculture and Farm Bureau during the 
days and weeks to come.  

JAMIE JOHANSSON GROWS OLIVES AND CITRUS 

FRUIT IN OROVILLE AND OPERATES AN OLIVE OIL 

COMPANY, LODESTAR FARMS. HE WAS ELECTED 

PRESIDENT OF CALIFORNIA FARM BUREAU 

FEDERATION IN DECEMBER 2017

You can find a Farm Bureau COVID-19 Resource 
Page online at www.cfbf.com/covid-19-information
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Monterey County Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 1449
Salinas, CA 93902

Phone: 831.751.3100
Email: administration@montereycfb.com
Office Hours: 7:00am - 4:00pm (M-F)

SERVING MONTEREY COUNTY AGRICULTURE SINCE 1917

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Agriculture Law

Business & Taxation

Construction

Creditor’s Rights

Estate Planning

Labor & Employment

Litigation

Personal Injury

Public Agencies

Real Estate & Land Use

nheh.com

333 Salinas Street

Salinas, CA 93901

831.424.1414

Client Focused. Relationship Driven.
A Tradition of Excellence Since 1928.

470 Camino El Estero, 

Monterey, CA 93940  

831.373.3622


