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Farm Bureau supports Californians Against Higher Taxes

Robert Marini
Robert Marini Ins Agency
1093 South Main St. #210
Salinas, CA 93901

Bureau Federation, California Grape and Tree
Fruit League, California Women for Agriculture,
and county Farm Bureaus in Fresno, Kern,
Merced, and San Luis Obispo Counties.
Visit http://morejobsnottaxes.com.

Local law firm updates name

The legal team at Abramson Church &
Stave LLP have announced the firm’s name
change to Ottone Leach Olsen & Ray LLP.
The change reflects current partners Matthew
Ottone, Anne Leach, Anne Frassetto Olsen
and Gary Ray.
AC&S has a long history in the Salinas
Valley dating back to its founding in 1938 by
Sidney Church, the brother
of ag pioneer Bruce Church.
The firm is well known for
its legal expertise in key
practice areas including
agribusiness, health care,
employment law, familyowned businesses and
License #0585163 estate and tax planning.
In addition to the
partners, there are three
Tel 831-754-2722
firm associates: Gary
Haase, Danielle Gleason
Fax 831-424-4761
Tarricone, and George
McInnis.

Our OperatiOn cOvers a lOt Of acreage,
a lOt Of histOry, and almOst every aspect Of grOwing, packing, and shipping.

On the cover
Cabernet Sauvignon
just prior to harvest
On the cover this issue is another photo
by Kathryn A. Keeler, a picture of Cabernet
Sauvignon grapes just prior to harvest.
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STATE FUND & FARM BUREAU—
WORKING HAND IN GLOVE
SINCE 1943.

W H AT ’ S O N E
WITHOUT
THE OTHER?

AmericAn Agcredit covers All our finAncing needs.
david costa of costa farms knows that having a diversified business helps ensure success. generations of his family have been customers of american agcredit for pretty
much the same reason: since 1916 we’ve been a strong, stable, and diversified lender,
offering loans and leases tailored to the needs of individual farmers. looking for a lender
that can help finance every part of your operation? look to american agcredit.

Some things just fit...like State
Fund and the Farm Bureau.
Together, we have a morethan-60-year history of
helping you handle the
toughest jobs on thefarm
with practical safety programs,
and a custom workers’
compensation plan available
only to California farmers.
Try us on. We fit any size. Just
talk to your broker, or give us
a call at 1-800-773-7667.

call the agricultural loan specialists at 800.800.4865 or
visit www.agloan.com
part of the farm credit system. equal Opportunity lender.
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State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.

Monterey County Farm Bureau has joined
the growing list of supporters for Californians
Against Higher Taxes and its opposition to
new taxes.
Californians Against Higher Taxes said,
“We've already been hit with $12.5 billion in
new taxes. Now, Sacramento wants to raise
your taxes and fees by billions more. More
taxes won't solve the state budget crisis - they
will only hurt California families and cost jobs.
“The Legislature needs to do what every
California family is being forced to do: cut
spending and live within its means – not raise
taxes.”
Supporters also include the Salinas
Valley Chamber of Commerce, California Farm
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SUSTAINABILITY IN PRACTICE

Central Coast Vineyard Team
Certifies Growers

This year’s harvest is a very exciting one for the Central Coast Vineyard Team (CCVT).
They are now in their second year of the Sustainability in Practice (SIP)™ vineyard certification
program. Applicants for the 2009 vintage more than tripled from last year; there are now over
10,000 acres certified with 45,000 cases of wine carrying the SIP™ Certification seal.
The program’s roots
began in 1996 with
development of the first
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P.O. Box
2634, Monterey,
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Phone:Presentation
831-761-8463 topics
• Fax: 831-761-5461
stewardship, economic viability and social equity.
include water conservation,
www.agventuretours.com • email: evan@agventuretours.com
marketing strategies, community relations and more. Attendee registration is now open. To register or
to find out more information about the agenda please visit www.sustainableagexpo.org or call the
Central Coast Vineyard Team office at 805.369.2288.

sustainable ag EXPO
healthy farms • healthy environments • healthy communities

2009 Expo features...
Progressive trade show with products
and services supporting sustainable farming

november 16 - 17, 2009
embassy suites hotel
san luis obispo, ca
www.sustainableagexpo.org

with opening remarks by
A.G. Kawamura, Secretary of CDFA
Seminars on a wide range of relevant and timely issues including:
Social Equity & Economics
Ag Preservation Programs
Crop Specific Research Updates
Community & Media Relations

Labor Laws
Sustainable Certification Programs
Water Issues & Regulations
Succession & Estate Planning

Sustainability in the Marketplace

Spanish Seminar

Sustainable, Organic & Biodynamic Farming

Printed by Layton Printing in La Verne, California.
10 hours of continuing education for Ag Waiver, CCA PA, PCA, QAL, including 2 laws & regs hours applied for.
Exhibitor space and sponsorship opportunities available.
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New director elected at Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
One new Farm Bureau director was
elected and eight directors were re-elected at
Monterey County Farm Bureau’s 92nd Annual
Meeting on October 10, held in conjunction
with the Central Coast Young Farmers and
Ranchers Harvest Dance.
Christopher H. Bunn, Jr., was elected
to the Salinas area seat formerly held by his
father, past President Chris Bunn is retiring
from the board this year as a Salinas Area
director. Nominated to take his place is his
son, Christopher H. Bunn, Jr.
Bunn, Jr., is currently serving as the
Farm Bureau representative on the county’s
Agricultural Advisory Committee and has also
served as Farm Bureau representative to
the Refinement Group and on the California
Farm Bureau’s Taxation and Land Use Policy
Advisory Committee. He was legislative
director for Central Coast Young Farmers and
Ranchers, and he serves on Monterey County
Farm Bureau’s Land Use Committee.
Other directors who were re-elected were:
District 2: Northern Area, Castroville:
David Kegebein, Jennifer Clarke.
District 3: Salinas Area: Peter Odello, and
Scott Storm.
District 4: Chualar, Gonzales, Soledad:
Bill Hammond.

District 5: Greenfield & King City: Al
Oliveira and Brad Rice.
District 6: San Lucas, San Ardo,
Lockwood, South: Francis Giudici.
There remains a vacancy on the board
for the Northern and Castroville Area with
the resignation of Steve Storm. The Board
of Directors can choose to appoint a director
later during the year.
State Fund representative Hans Belon
presented Safety Awards to members who
had perfect safety records last year and met
other criteria. The three Monterey County
farms were Pedrazzi Farms of Salinas, Guidotti
Brothers of Soledad and Metzer Farms of
Gonzales.
Smith reviewed issues and events from
the past year and thanked the leaders who
contributed to Farm Bureau work.
CCYFR Chair Jesse Lopez described the
committee’s activities for the year and thanked
the members and leaders who participated.
Sponsors for the combined Annual
Meeting and Harvest Dance included State
Fund, Ocean Mist, River Ranch Fresh Foods,
Martin Jefferson & Sons, and Don Chapin.

Martin Jefferson & Sons
Custom Laser Leveling
g
Make your land the same grade
for consistent water movement and distribution
Equipped for all types of jobs
Single or double carryalls as well as finish scrapers

Christopher H. Bunn, Jr., was elected to
the Monterey County Farm Bureau Board
in October. He’s known for his folk music
commentaries on land use issues, included
in two CDs, “Two Million Acres” and “Lie of
the Land,” still available at Farm Bureau.

FDA issues guidance for leafy
greens, melons and tomatoes

Over 15 years experience
Specializing in ag leveling on the Central Coast
Available services include reservoirs and dozer work
Call for free quotes:

Allan Jefferson - 831/809-7074
Martin Jefferson & Sons Office - 831/384-1300
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The FDA released new commodity
specific food safety guidance for the production
and distribution of leafy greens, tomatoes and
melons on July 31, reported CEO Scott Horsfall
of the Leafy Greens Marketing Agreement:
“FDA explained that the guidance
is intended to cover the entire distribution
chain, from the farm through the retailer or
foodservice operator. It is an initial draft, and
they will be taking comments for ninety days
before issuing final guidance and, eventually,
regulation based on the document.
“It appears, from our initial review of the
document, that the Production and Harvest
guidance, (Section V through Section VI.A)
generally tracks with the existing LGMA
metrics. There are sections spelled out that
the LGMA does not cover, such as monitoring
pesticide applications, because they are
covered under other state or federal statutes.”
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Agency must describe projects to extend water permit
Monterey County Water Resources
Agency must provide a description of projects
and go through a CEQA process in order
to extend its decades-old 11043 water right
permit, General Manager Curtis Weeks told
the agency board recently.
The agency is seeking to extend the
permit originally established in 1949 for
diversion of up to 168,538 acre-feet per year
of as-yet-uncommitted water on the Salinas
River. The agency submitted an application
for extension on December 5, 2008, but it was
returned as incomplete.
Weeks told the board he had recently had
a conversation with a California Department of
Water Resources representative who told him
the agency is requiring that MCWRA provide a
description of projects and go through a CEQA
process in order to extend the permit.
Weeks acknowledged that MCWRA
directors do not want, at this time, to see water
go outside of Zone 2C. He said the agency
could propose project components for inside
Zone 2C only, with potential recipients such
as Prunedale, City of Salinas, the east side,
or Fort Ord. The 1949 permit proposed a
Castroville Canal and an Eastside Canal. In
a letter to the agency earlier this year, Farm
Bureau recommended retaining the Eastside
diversion point, possibly adding a diversion
point further south in the Salinas Valley, and

insuring that the place and purpose of use
remain Irrigation and Municipal within Zone 2C.
The CEQA documentation could be done
to a “programmatic” level only, meaning that
further analysis would have to be done to
actually develop any project.
Weeks acknowledged that any project
proposed for this permit could be changed by
a future board of directors.
Agency directors also heard a report
that participation in Groundwater Extraction

Reporting is increasing. In the last three years
of reporting required by MCWRA, 96%+ of
well operators, both ag and urban, submitted
all paperwork. In 2008 97% of 1796 wells
reported a total of 527,171 acre feet extracted.
The number of conservation plans submitted
by agricultural companies has declined, from
200 in 2006 to 191 in 2008.
Directors were told reservoir storage was
approximately 150,000 acre feet, with San
Antonio at 32% of capacity and Nacimiento at
12% of capacity. Staff said if the Salinas Valley
Water Project’s rubber dam were operational
today, there would be enough water to operate
it by making schedule changes as needed.

look closer.

YF&Rs to collect baskets
for FARMPAC raffle
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313 salinas street / salinas ca 93901

831/424.4620
www.bagaia.com

sCheid Vineyards

[ belli architectural group ]

Central Coast Young Farmers and
Ranchers will be among the YF&R committees
across the state that will gather gift baskets
for the annual Fund to Protect the Family
Farm (FARMPAC) raffle held at the California
Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting in
December. One hundred percent of the raffle
proceeds go to FARMPAC.
YF&R offers baskets as raffle prizes. The
minimum value is $25, and each committee is
asked to provide three baskets.
FARMPAC utilizes voluntary contributions
to support candidates in the political arena
who act to protect the agricultural way of life.
The YF&R State Committee’s goal for the
FARMPAC Raffle is $25,000.
For local members and others in Northern
California, the Anaheim meeting location may
present a challenge to get the baskets to
the meeting. The alternatives suggested by
CFBF are to deliver the baskets to CFBF in
Sacramento by December 1 for shipment to
Anaheim or else to mail $25 in lieu of each
basket to CFBF, attention Political Affairs,
2300 River Plaza Dr., Sacramento, CA 95833.
Checks are made payable to FARM PAC.
The FARMPAC raffle will be held during
the Annual Meeting on December 7.
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Leadership Farm
Bureau tours county
Leadership Farm Bureau’s 2009 class
toured Monterey County in September,
visiting local companies and learning from
local leaders.
Celeste Settrini provided these photos of
the day’s visit.
Leadership Farm Bureau is a leadership
development program sponsored by the
California Farm Bureau Federation and is the
one program in Farm Bureau that is specifically
designed to invest in you, the beginning or
upcoming Farm Bureau leader. Each program
and session builds upon the previous, to
provide perspective and training in the areas
of personal development, human behavior,
public speaking, working with the media,
political advocacy, government structure, key
political issues and, of course, the Farm Bureau
organization and structure.
Farm Bureau provides more than 250
hours of instruction during seven sessions.
Meetings vary according to each month’s
agenda, but each session runs approximately
three days.
The class graduation will be one of the
events held during the CFBF Annual Meeting
in December.
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County retains Williamson Act
Supervisor Calcagno defends program
Farmers urged to contact the governor

Supervisors voted September 29 to
continue the Williamson Act land preservation
program unchanged in Monterey County even
though Governor Schwarzenegger line-itemvetoed state funding to the county to help pay
for the program.
Supervisor Lou Calcagno defended the
program and rejected county alternatives
that could have ended the land preservation
contracts or could have taxed farmers to pay
for the tax benefits they receive.
Meanwhile, Farm Bureau is asking its
members to contact Governor Schwarzenegger
to urge him to restore Williamson Act funding
when he prepares his January budget. When
he struck the funding, the governor indicated
it was a one-year cut. His January budget will
send an important message to the Legislature
about his commitment to the Williamson Act.
“I don’t think at this time the county should
be looking at any alternatives,” said Calcagno.
“Because what we’re doing is sending a
message to the state that we’ve caved in,
State of California, and you don’t have to come
back and ever reconsider the Williamson Act
because the counties are going to take care
of it by themselves.”
While a number of other counties also
floated ideas to cut the program or to raise
local taxes or fees to replace the state portion,
most counties have decided to wait to see if
the governor fulfills his commitment to restore
the state funding next year.
By participating in Williamson Act, the
county foregoes about $3.2 million in property
taxes. Farmers under Williamson Act contracts
receive that reduction in their property taxes in
return for a 20-year commitment to remain in
agriculture. The state budget was supposed to
have supplied about a third of the $3.2 million.
While supervisors agreed to make up the
lost funds, the county has not decided where
the money will come from. Their decision to
stick with the land preservation program was
part of a larger discussion about how to deal
with state budget decisions that took money
from the counties.
Calcagno spoke passionately about the
Williamson Act. “Williamson Act is the best
program we have in the state of California. The
best program we have in this county. If you
want to keep it green, it’s the strongest general
plan we have. There isn’t a better general plan
to support agriculture than what we have in the
Williamson Act.”
The county’s Legislative Committee had
already made it a priority to seek funding for
the program.
A t C a l c a g n o ’s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ,
supervisors approved only one option, to
continue to process applications for Williamson
Act Contracts and Farmland Security Zone
Contracts.
Supervisors put aside a series of
alternatives, including some that have been

floated in other counties, which were:
•
Implement County initiated notices
of non-renewal of AgP and FSZ Contracts
found to be no longer in compliance with the
Williamson Act.
•
Place a moratorium on continued
acceptance of applications for Williamson Act
Land Conservation and FSZ Contracts.
•
Issue immediate notice of non-

renewal to land owners of all contracts.
•
Negotiate sharing the loss of
subventions with land owners.
•
Explore developing a Williamson Act
Assessment District.
You can watch Calcagno’s three-minute
speech online at the Board of Supervisors’
website at http://publicagendas.co.monterey.
ca.us/.

HealtH care coverage
tHat gives you a cHoice.
Health Net offers California Farm Bureau members
health care options to fit your budget and your life,
including three new PPO health insurance plans
offering 100% in-network coverage for covered
charges after calendar year deductible is met;
dental and vision plans; and the CashNet plan –
a supplemental medical expense plan.
Call your authorized Health Net agent or call us
and be one step closer to making a health care
choice that works for you!

(800) 909-3447 (option 2)
California Farm Bureau health insurance plans are underwritten by Health Net Life Insurance Company; coverage is subject
to individual underwriting. Health Net Dental HMO plans are provided by Dental Benefit Providers of California, Inc. (“DBP”).
Health Net Dental PPO and Indemnity plans are underwritten by Unimerica Insurance Company. Obligations of DBP and
Unimerica Insurance Company are not the obligations of or guaranteed by Health Net, Inc. or its affiliates. © 2009 Health Net
Life Insurance Company is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Health Net® is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. Farm
Bureau is a registered service mark of American Farm Bureau Federation used under license by Health Net. All rights reserved.
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Phone: 831-751-3100
Fax: 831-751-3167
Email: MCFB@MontereyCFB.com
Office Hours: 7:30 am — 4:30 p.m. (M-F)

Serving Monterey County Agriculture
Since 1917
Farm Bureau on the Web:
Monterey County Farm Bureau http://www.MontereyCFB.com
California Farm Bureau http://www.CFBF.com
American Farm Bureau http://www.FB.com

We ’ re o u t s t a n d i ng i n y o u r f i e l d .

ATTORNEYS

Anthony L. Lombardo
Jeffery R. Gilles
Dennis Beougher
Patrick S. M. Casey
E. Soren Diaz
J. Kenneth Gorman
Virginia A. Hines
Amy Reid
Jason Retterer
Paul A. Rovella
Bradley W. Sullivan
James W. Sullivan
Kelly McCarthy Sutherland

LAND USE
SPECIALISTS

Dale Ellis, AICP
Gail Hatter-Crawford
Shandell Brunk

Uniquely Positioned to Respond
to Our Client’s Needs.
Lombardo & Gilles, the Central Coast’s premier
law firm, prides itself in providing a superior quality of
representation in the following fields:
■ Agriculture & Food Safety
■ Business Formations

& Transactions
■ Civil Litigation
■ Estate Planning

■
■
■
■
■

Labor & Employment
Land Use
Municipal Law
Planning & Zoning
Real Estate

Our high level of expertise and our deep roots in the area
make us uniquely positioned to respond to our client’s needs.
SALINAS

318 Cayuga Street / Salinas, CA 93901

TEL 831.754.2444 / FAX 831.754.2011
HOLLISTER 530 San Benito Street / Hollister, CA 95023

TEL 831.630.9444
www.lomgil.com

TOLL FREE 888.757.2444
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Managing Partner
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