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Miguel Errea, center in blue jacket, was joined onstage by family after he was named
Cattleman of the Year by Monterey County Cattlemen. Others are, from left, Kurt Mills, Jeane
Mills, Dorothy Errea, Sarah Errea (Steve and Chris’ daughter), Steve and Chris Errea and
Maggie Errea.

Assistant Assessor Eric Bailey explained
property assessments at the Monterey
County Cattlemen’s spring meeting. He
outlined the valuation system that continues
to make the Williamson Act a vital program
for land conservation.

Get cleanup help for
illegal dumping

HealtH care coverage
tHat gives you a cHoice.
Health Net offers California Farm Bureau members
health care options to fit your budget and your life,
including three new PPO health insurance plans
offering 100% in-network coverage for covered
charges after calendar year deductible is met;
dental and vision plans; and the CashNet plan –
a supplemental medical expense plan.
Call your authorized Health Net agent or call us
and be one step closer to making a health care
choice that works for you!

(800) 909-3447 (option 2)
California Farm Bureau health insurance plans are underwritten by Health Net Life Insurance Company; coverage is subject
to individual underwriting. Health Net Dental HMO plans are provided by Dental Benefit Providers of California, Inc. (“DBP”).
Health Net Dental PPO and Indemnity plans are underwritten by Unimerica Insurance Company. Obligations of DBP and
Unimerica Insurance Company are not the obligations of or guaranteed by Health Net, Inc. or its affiliates. © 2009 Health Net
Life Insurance Company is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Health Net® is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. Farm
Bureau is a registered service mark of American Farm Bureau Federation used under license by Health Net. All rights reserved.
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If you have an illegally dumped mess that
you’d like to get cleaned up, call Paul Robins
at 831-424-1036 ext. 124 as soon as possible.
Robins, executive director of the Resource
Conservation District of Monterey County, said
the district is seeking locations in rural areas or
farmland that need to be cleaned up from illegal
dumping. The district will be getting a grant to
do this work and repair the site .
Sites need to be illegally disposed waste
(old equipment, scrap, household/ag supplies,
you name it) that you or a family member
didn’t put there .
You can also get in touch with Danny
Marquis, resource conservationist with NRCS,
Monterey County, at (831) 385-5545 in King
City or (831) 424-1036 ext.115 in Salinas.

Standards, not regulations,
proposed for
septic systems
AB 916, Dan Logue (R-Marysville) was
introduced February 27 to require the State
Water Resources Control Board to adopt
recommended standards, not regulations, for
the permitting and operation of onsite sewage
treatment systems.
AB 885 (Hannah-Beth Jackson, D-Santa
Barbara), which was signed into law in
2000, required the State Water Resources
Control Board to adopt “regulations” or
“standards” for permitting and operation
of onsite sewage treatment systems. The
Board drafted proposed regulations and held
public workshops, but in response to public
comment the Board directed staff to redraft the
regulations. The hearing, originally scheduled
for February 9, was then postponed indefinitely.
Assemblyman Ted Gaines (R-Roseville)
has introduced AB 268 to repeal the statute
adopted in 2000.
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Gilbert Hernandez was among the many volunteers who helped tell third-gtrade students (and
their teachers and parents) about agriculture at February’s Farm Day Experience in Salinas.
Despite threatening crowds, rain took a break long enough for Farm Day.

Farms fined for failing
to enroll in ag waiver
Agro-Jal Farms, Strawberry Services,
Franscioni Brothers, and FYP Vineyards
agreed to pay fines ranging from $3,000 to
$14,000 for irrigated agriculture violations
that began in January 2005.
In December 2007, Water Board staff
proposed penalties for each farm for failing
to enroll in the irrigated agriculture regulatory
program, and failing to pay administrative and
monitoring fees that apply to all commercial
irrigated farming operations from Santa Cruz
and Santa Clara Counties, down through
Santa Barbara County.
The Central Coast Water Board issued
the order for irrigated agriculture in July
2004 to ensure that farming operations
properly manage runoff to protect surface
water and groundwater quality. The farms’
late enrollments delayed farm water quality
management plan development and farm
staff training. Late enrollments also required
other participating farms to cover the costs
of a cooperative monitoring program.
Monitoring is designed to assist all parties
in better understanding the pollutants in
irrigation runoff, its impacts on water quality,
and potential solutions. Drainage from farm
irrigation commonly flows to surface waters
throughout the region.
In addition to paying the penalties,
each farm has enrolled in the program;
developed or is developing a water quality
management plan; trained its personnel, and
paid all past fees due since January 2005.
A portion of each penalty will go to Central
Coast Water Quality Preservation, Inc. to
provide additional ag water quality monitoring
throughout the region.
The Central Coast Regional Water
Quality Control Board is a California state
agency tasked with preservation and
enhancement of water quality.

[

STATE FUND & FARM BUREAU—
WORKING HAND IN GLOVE
SINCE 1943.

W H AT ’ S O N E
WITHOUT
THE OTHER?

]

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.

Directors

Some things just fit...like State
Fund and the Farm Bureau.
Together, we have a morethan-60-year history of
helping you handle the
toughest jobs on thefarm
with practical safety programs,
and a custom workers’
compensation plan available
only to California farmers.
Try us on. We fit any size. Just
talk to your broker, or give us
a call at 1-800-773-7667.
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Three Way Protection:

Vaccines Protect
Employees, Employers,
and Consumers
By Andrea Zoodsma, RN
The Central Coast Visiting Nurse
Association Corporate Immunization Programs
are well known throughout Monterey County.
Each year, companies large and small call
upon the VNA to administer flu vaccine to their
employees in order to reduce absenteeism,
maintain productivity and protect the community
from this contagious disease.
VNA also provides immunizations to
protect employees from vaccine preventable
Hepatitis A. The Hepatitis A vaccine is of
particular value to the agricultural businesses
of the Salinas Valley because farm workers
can transmit Hepatitis A to coworkers, and to
consumers via contaminated agricultural food
products.
Hepatitis A is a disease of the liver. The
oral-fecal transmission of Hepatitis A occurs
when food is grown in fields irrigated with
contaminated water, or when contaminated
laborers who carry the virus have not washed
their hands well after using the bathroom.
Hepatitis A virus can survive on a dry surface
for almost two weeks, and can live on a
worker’s hands for up to four hours. The virus
then goes from the worker’s unwashed hands
directly to farm produce, or to the food or
utensils of farm coworkers. The illness can be
quite severe, with a difficult recovery.
The Visiting Nurse Association
encourages all employers to consider
immunization of employees against vaccine
preventable diseases. Influenza is given on an
annual basis in the fall. The two-shot series of
Hepatitis A provides lifetime protection to the
employee, and peace of mind to the employer.
The value of vaccination compared to the
potential cost of lost productivity or product
liability is priceless. For further information
on the VNA Immunization Program, contact
Andrea Zoodsma, RN at 831-372-6668 X 2119.

Robert Marini
Robert Marini Ins Agency
1093 South Main St. #210
Salinas, CA 93901
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New CWA officers are, from left, Liz Silva (Finance Director), Pam McCrumb (Treasurer),
Brianna Allen (2nd VP), Heather Healy (Membership Director), Colby Willoughby (President),
Jennifer Skidgel Clarke (Past President), and Jessica Harris (1st VP).

CWA announces 2009 Executive Committee

The Salinas Valley Chapter of California
Women for Agriculture (CWA) has announced
its 2009 Executive Committee, led by President
Colby Willoughby, Food Safety Manager for
Costa Farms in Soledad.
Joining Willoughby on this year ’s
executive committee are:
Jessica Harris, Event Coordinator at
Earthbound Farm as 1st Vice President;
Brianna Allen, Agricultural Biologist for
the County of Monterey as 2nd Vice President;
Amy Sparks, Sales Coordinator for
D’Arrigo Bros. of California as Co-Secretary;
Jennifer Skidgel Clarke, Food Safety
Manager for Christensen & Giannini as CoSecretary;
Pam McCrumb, First Vice President and
Senior Relationship Manager for Rabobank
as Treasurer;
Liz Silva, Executive Assistant at Fresh
Express, as Finance Director; and,
Heather Healy, Agricultural Biologist for
the County of Monterey as Membership Chair.
The California Women for Agriculture
Salinas Valley Chapter holds monthly
membership meetings the last Wednesday of
each month at the Grower Shipper Association
of Central California offices
at 512 Pajaro Street from
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.. For
more information about
the chapter and its
activities, please visit www.
salinascwa.org.
The mission of Salinas
Valley CWA is to speak on
License #0585163 behalf of agriculture in
an intelligent, informative,
direct and truthful manner;
Tel 831-754-2722
to keep our members
Fax 831-424-4761
and the public informed
about legislative activities

pertaining to agriculture; to improve the public
image of the agriculturists; and raise agriculture
awareness through educational programs.

Lt. Governor John Garamendi (above right)
joined a dozen Farm Bureau leaders for
lunch in Monterey recently. Above, Monterey
President Jason Smith explains a grape
issue. Below, Garamendi shares a laugh
with California Farm Bureau District Director
Benny Jefferson. Garamendi plans to run for
governor in 2010.
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Farm Bureau opposes county business license program
A county proposal to create a business
license program is dead on arrival, as far as
Farm Bureau is concerned. Farm Bureau
directors voted in February to oppose the
idea of a license for businesses operating in
the unincorporated areas of the county. Farm
Bureau leaders believe a license program
would be a new and unnecessary burden on
rural businesses that supply farms, ranches
and rural residents.
While the county has not yet drafted
an ordinance to impose a business license,
Building Service Director Tim McCormick
included the proposal in his budget presentation
approved by supervisors in February.
A business license would supply the
mechanism to implement the county’s recentlyadopted Code Enforcement Ordinance, said
Farm Bureau Executive Director Bob Perkins.
The new Code Enforcement Ordinance “has
real teeth, with penalties up to $100,000.”
Businesses in the unincorporated area of
Monterey County would be required to apply
for a permit, with payment of a fee covering
the county’s costs to administer the permit.
Some governments charge a business tax, a
percentage of income, but since the passage
of Proposition 218, such a tax requires a twothirds public vote and is not being proposed
here.
A business license ordinance could
exempt certain kinds of business activity,
such as farming. McCormick has suggested
the county might impose the license industryby-industry.
“That’s the boil-the-frog approach,” said
Perkins. “It’s the old joke that to boil a frog,
you put him in cold water and gradually turn up
the heat until he’s cooked. The county wants
to cook our rural businesses.”
The purpose of a business license,
as mentioned at the February 3 Board of
Supervisors meeting, would be to track

businesses operating in the county.
A second purpose, as mentioned by
Building Department Director Tim McCormick,
is to determine if businesses are violating
county codes. The ordinance could provide
specific reasons whereby enforcement officials
can enter a business at will. The most basic
purpose would be to inspect the business
license. Other purposes could be listed based
on a need to enforce other laws.
Private property is protected under the
Constitution’s Fourth Amendment, which says,
“The right of the people to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall
not be violated, and no warrants shall issue,
but upon probable cause, supported by oath
or affirmation, and particularly describing the
place to be searched, and the persons or things
to be seized.”
However, McCormick has noted, “it’s
easier to get an inspection warrant than to
get a search warrant.” An inspection warrant
is similar to a search warrant and allows law
enforcement to enter private business property.
Law enforcement doesn’t need a warrant
to enter parts of a business open to the public,
or open fields, but are required to have a
warrant to enter non-public areas. However,
businesses have little protection for nonpublic
areas under a business license. A judge
can issue an inspection “if either reasonable
legislative or administrative standards for

conducting a routine or area inspection are
satisfied.” That means the county can write the
“cause” for getting a warrant into the business
license ordinance, giving law enforcement
unlimited access to private businesses.
The debate surrounding the recentlyadopted Code Enforcement Ordinance and the
possibility of a Business License underscores
the difficulty of doing business in the county.
Perkins said rural residents already know that
the county is too slow, too expensive and too
difficult to do business with. Whether they
comply with county rules, Perkins said, many
rural businesses fear county inspectors can
always find some reason to cite them for
violations.
Perkins told supervisors that the county
needs to encourage businesses and job
creation, that this is the wrong time to impose
new costs and regulations. “This is a shootthe-survivors solution that you should abandon
right now.”
Supervisor Dave Potter supported the
idea of a business license. He said if he came
in for a permit, he would expect to have to pay
for a license. Besides, he said, almost every
other jurisdiction in California already has a
business license.
Supervisor Lou Calcagno said he wouldn’t
object to exploring the idea, but he would
expect agriculture to fill the front rows of the
supervisors’ chambers to object to it.

Follow this road
to $64.1 million
If you fInance your operatIon
wIth amerIcan agcredIt, It’s
lookIng pretty good up ahead.

Scholarship application
now online
Farm Bureau and Central Coast
Young Farmers and Ranchers scholarship
applications will ask scholarship applicants
to imagine they operate a farm or ranch
and “describe how you intend to sustain the
economic viability of your operation.”
A combined application form that allows
applicants to apply for both Farm Bureau and
CCYFR scholarships is now posted online.
The writeable form can be filled in on a
computer and then printed out for submission.
Scholarships will be awarded in varying
amounts for two- and four-year college
students. Application deadline is May 15,
2009.
See the Scholarship link at www.
MontereyCFB.com.

Call 800.800.4865
today or visit
www.agloan.com

A Part of the
Farm Credit System.
Equal Opportunity
Lender.

In challenging times, success is driven by an ongoing commitment to sound
and consistent business practices. This approach has meant more than $64
million cash back in the last four years to the farmers and ranchers who
have grown their businesses with us. Looking for a strong and stable lender
dedicated to agriculture? Look to American AgCredit.
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If you can dodge a wrench,
you can dodge a Young Farmer
Things could not have been more exciting
at the Salinas Sports Complex last month for
the first ever “Dodgeball Mixer” hosted by the
Central Coast Young Farmers and Ranchers,
Salinas Jaycees and Monterey County Young
Professionals Group. Near 300 attended the
event and 20 teams competed for first place,
best dressed and other catagories.
Young Farmer Allen Renz BBQed for
the event. “This event was awesome,”

shared Renz. “When you get various groups
of young professionals together, its always
fun,” continued Renz. Renz cheered on both
a Young Farmers and Ranchers Team and a
“Dirt Farmers” team made up of several Farm
Bureau Members such as Dirk Giannini and
Chad Lindley. The “Dirt Farmers” made it to
the final round and lost to a crowd of rowdy
onlookers.
The event was co-chaired by Steve

The winners in the Dodgeball competition were, from left, Dirk Giannini, Ellie Almond, J.D.
Aguilar, Jeremy Guidotti, Chad Lindley and Shane Calabro.
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McShane with the help of Jesse Lopez, Hayley
McCraney, Brian Higgins and others. “The
concept for this event, mirrored the Mega Mixer
co-sponsored by the same groups in June,”
explained Steve McShane. The Mega Mixer is
scheduled for June 4th, 2009 from 5:30-7:30.
The event costs $5 and includes a tri-tip dinner,
free “hot-laps” around the Mazda Raceway
Laguna Seca Racetrack and a no-host bar.
More information is available by contacting
Steve McShane at (831) 970-4141 or via email
at steve@mcshanesnursery.com

Air board cracks down
on diesel smoke
The state Air Resources Board recently
began imposing huge fines to enforce a law
that traces its beginnings back to 1998.
All diesel trucks are supposed to have
an annual “opacity” test and must keep these
records for at least two years for inspection.
Most operators have not realized this and
neglected to complete these tests. So far ARB
is going after the big operators but will soon
filter down to smaller fleet operations.
You can find information about the Heavy
Duty Vehicle Inspection Program at http://www.
arb.ca.gov/enf/hdvip/hdvip.htm, including a link
to a guide that features a visual opacity chart.
The ARB proposed detailed tests in a
public hearing in 2000. The agency said the
tests were necessary to insure compliance
with a consent decree. In the 1990s, seven
large manufacturers of heavy-duty diesel had
violated certification regulations by turning
off, or defeating, emissions control equipment
during in-use highway driving.
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Smith, Bunn nominated to policy committees
Jason Smith and Christopher H. Bunn, Jr.,
have been nominated to statewide committees
to help review and develop Farm Bureau policy.
Smith, president of Monterey County Farm
Bureau, was nominated to the Transportation,
Health and Education Policy Recommendation
Committee of the California Farm Bureau
Federation.
Bunn was nominated to the Taxation and
Land Use Policy Recommendation Committee.
Farm Bureau policies guide the
organization in its programs and activities. The
Policy Recommendation Committees meet
in June and early September. They review
existing policies, consider new resolutions
from counties or committees and make
recommendations on existing and proposed
policies to the Resolutions Committee.
For the purpose of policy development,
the issues facing California agriculture and
rural commu¬nities are divided into five broad
categories: Commodities; Taxation and
Land Use; Labor; Transportation, Health and
Education; and, Natural Resources.
CFBF President Doug Mosebar
determines who should serve on each PRC.
The Natural Resources PRC is a composite
selection from two standing committees, the
Water Advisory and the Environmental Issues
Advisory committees.
This year, the Resolutions Committee will
meet September 30. It comprises the chair
and vice chair of each PRC and one-half of
the CFBF board of directors. The Resolutions
Committee report is then distributed to the
county Farm Bureaus as Tentative Basic
Resolutions (TBRs) and is ultimately acted
upon by the House of Delegates at the
December annual meeting.
The issues that the PRCs cover include:
Commodity PRC – Commodity-specific
policies, farm programs, marketing of
agricultural products, international trade;
Labor PRC - Agricultural labor, employee/

employer relations, workers’ compensation,
safety;
Natural Resources PRC - Agricultural
chemicals and pesticides, pests and predators,
waste management, water and water quality,
property rights, land use; and environmental
issues;
Taxation and Land Use PRC - Taxes,
governmental and quasi-governmental
agencies, monetary and fiscal policies,
government finance, land use and planning;
Transportation, Health & Education PRC -

Health and health care, schools and education,
school finance, transportation, roads and
highways, welfare programs, research, family
issues, public utilities.
Nominees must be voting Farm Bureau
members, knowledgeable in the subject area,
able to attend at least two PRC meetings,
willing to serve as a member of the CFBF
Resolutions Committee which meets once
prior to the CFBF annual meeting, and able to
attend the CFBF annual meeting if appointed
as a PRC chair.

look closer.

Harden Foundation

Quick List is a guide to local government
compiled by staff members of the Senate Local
Government Committee under its longtime
chief consultant, Peter Detwiler.
It’s available free as an Acrobat PDF
file online at http://sinet2.sen.ca.gov/locgov/
TheQuickList2009.pdf
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831/424.4620
www.bagaia.com

‘Quick List’ offers guide to
local government

313 salinas street / salinas ca 93901

The Department of Finance has released
a full summary of the recently adopted
California budget deal, as an Acrobat
PDF, at <http://www.dof.ca.gov/budget/
historical/2009-10/documents/Budget_
Agreement_Full-Package-w.pdf>

[ belli architectural group ]

Summary of state budget
deal is online
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Monterey County Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 1449
Salinas, CA 93902
Phone: 831-751-3100
Fax: 831-751-3167
Email: MCFB@MontereyCFB.com
Office Hours: 7:30 am — 4:30 pm (M-F)

Serving Monterey County Agriculture
Since 1917
Farm Bureau on the Web:
Monterey County Farm Bureau http://www.MontereyCFB.com
California Farm Bureau http://www.CFBF.com
American Farm Bureau http://www.FB.com
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