Farm Focus
A publication of Monterey County Farm Bureau

Desalination may figure in water solutions
See page 4
Also inside this issue:
False river allegations alarm F&G commissioners - 6
Lorri Koster takes reins at GSA - 2
AFBF expresses climate bill concerns - 4
Farm Bureau-supported bills get okay - 5
Renewable energy mandate sent to Senate - 5
Parker, Salinas to steer climate change - 5
Workshop reveals problems in GPU - 7
Farm Focus - a publication of Monterey County Farm Bureau - June 2009

1

Lorri Koster takes reins at Grower-Shipper Association

Jim Prevor

Lorri Koster, co-chair of Mann Packing, became chairman
of the Grower-Shipper Association May 22, at the organization’s
annual meeting.
The lunch included recognition of outgoing Chair Dennis
Donohue, presentation of the organization’s E. E. “Gene”
Harden Award to Jim Manassero, and remarks by Perishable
Pundit Jim Prevor.
Jim Bogart remained in his role as president and secretary
of GSA.
The Board of Directors for 2009-2010 are: Chair Koster;
President Bogart; Vice-Chair Steve Church, Church Brothers,
LLC, Salinas; Treasurer Sam McKinsey, Green Giant Fresh
By Growers Express, Salinas; Phil Adrian, Coastline, Salinas;
Nick Azcona, Azcona Harvesting, LLC, Greenfield; Andrew
Cumming, Metz Fresh, LLC, King City; Margaret D’ArrigoLorri Koster

everyday,
i help our customers

SOLVE

their IT problems to
keep their businesses
up and running.

i love knowing that i help
reduce their stress and
make their day go
a little more smoothly.

Martin, D’Arrigo Brothers Company ofCA,
Salinas; Craig Dobler, Dobler & Sons, LLC,
Moss Landing; Dennis Donohue, Royal
Rose, LLC, Salinas; Ken Higashi, Easton
Enterprises, Inc., Salinas; Chris Huntington,
Hilltown Packing Company, Salinas; Lorri
Koster, Mann Packing Co., Inc., Salinas; and,
Emmett Linder, Driscoll Strawberry Associates,
Inc., Watsonville;
Prevor, founder and editor-in-chief
of Produce Business and publisher of the
Perishable Pundit, entertained the audience
with his take on food safety.
Also recognized at the meeting were
outgoing GSA Directors Kay Filice (Past GSA
Chairwoman), Sammy Duda and Will Feliz.

Sarah, Customer Service Coordinator

Jim Manassero received the Harden Award.

Network Management
Security & Data Backup
VoIP
IT Consulting
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We can do that.
1-831-753-7677

Supervisor Lou Calcagno, left, brought a
county resolution honoring Dennis Donohue
for his service as chair of Grower-Shipper
Association.
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On the cover, David Hart, Dirk Giannini and Alan Jefferson look over a desalination plant
supplying fresh water to homes in Alameda County.
The three growers joined a recent tour of the Alameda County Water District’s Newark
Desalination Facility, which has been online since 2003. The tour was hosted by Marina Coast
Water District, which proposes to build a dealination plant west of Highway 1 near Marina.
The Newark desalination plant has a
capacity of 5 million gallons, or slightly more
than 15 acre-feet per day. The Newark plant
is about to double its capacity.
Hart is a director of Monterey County
Water Resources Agency. The agency has
proposed a regional water program using
desalination as a significant component.
Evan Oakes
P.O. Box 2634, Monterey, CA 93942
Giannini is co-chair of Monterey County
Phone: 831-761-8463 • Fax: 831-761-5461
Farm Bureau’s Water Committee, which has
www.agventuretours.com • email: evan@agventuretours.com
pushed protection for Salinas Valley water
rights.
Jefferson grows vegetables near the
coast in an area impacted by seawater
intrusion.
Lessons from the Newark plan could
guide a desalination project in Monterey
County.
There are similarities and differences.
The Newark plant processes a blend of
brackish water and fresh water, so the cost
is relatively low. A proposal for Monterey
County by Marina Coast Water District would
use seawater and brackish water, so the
processing cost is likely to be much higher.
STATE FUND & FARM BUREAU—
WORKING HAND IN GLOVE
The Newark plant provides a reliable
SINCE 1943.
source of water and contributes to aquifer
reclamation near the edge of San Francisco
Bay, where brackish water has intruded into
the underground aquifer.
MCWD plans to put fresh water back in
Zone 2C to replace the brackish water it uses.
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A representative of the Alameda County
Water District, right, diagrams the operation
of the Newark Desalination Facility for
Monterey County visitors. Listening to the
explanation are, from left, David Hart, Henry
Gowin, Dirk Giannini and Ken Ekelund. The
four were among participants in a recent
tour of the plant on the east side of San
Francisco Bay that was hosted by Marina
Coast Water District.

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.

Vice President Dirk Giannini
Vice President Jeff Pereira
Vice President April Mackie
Vice President Colby Willoughby

Some things just fit...like State
Fund and the Farm Bureau.
Together, we have a morethan-60-year history of
helping you handle the
toughest jobs on thefarm
with practical safety programs,
and a custom workers’
compensation plan available
only to California farmers.
Try us on. We fit any size. Just
talk to your broker, or give us
a call at 1-800-773-7667.

Farm Focus - a publication of Monterey County Farm Bureau - June 2009

3

Identity theft is growing
Since the beginning of the year there
has been a lot of identity theft in the county,
with thieves taking credit cards and business
checks reported Carol McCrone, who works
with Detective Javier Gavilan, handling reports
for the county Rural Crime Task Force.
McCrone told Monterey County Farm
Bureau directors that Fresno had a problem
with big amounts of chemical stolen and
coming across the county line, “so if you hear
about a good deal, be suspicious.”
Gary Tanimura said there has been a
lot of theft in Santa Cruz County of chemicals
used in strawberries.

Dole Fresh Vegetables was named overall winner across all categories in vegetable judging
at this year’s Salinas Valley Fair. Reviewing the entries were four judges working in teams of
two. They spent approximately 5 hours combined to make their selections of 1st, 2nd, and
3rd places, all Dole entries. (Photo by Traci Roberts.)

AFBF expresses concerns about climate bill
“We can certainly devise a set of
assumptions just as valid as those used by
EPA that could cut farm income nearly in
half,” the president of the American Farm
Bureau Federation told the House Agriculture
Committee as he called for changes in the
measure.
AFBF President Bob Stallman said Farm
Bureau has serious concerns with H.R. 2454,
the American Clean Energy and Security Act.
“Those concerns are extensive,” Stallman
testified. “They include not only mitigating the
impact of higher energy costs but assuring that,
whatever and however possible, we maximize
the role of agricultural producers in any climate
policy, including maximizing the opportunities
to reduce and sequester carbon.”
Farm Bureau remains “very concerned”
about the broad, potential adverse impacts of
a cap-and-trade program on U.S. agriculture,
Stallman emphasized.
“Even though some say agriculture will
benefit, that will depend to a great degree on
where the producer is located, what he or she
grows, and how his or her business model
can take advantage of any provisions in the
legislation,” Stallman told the committee.
For example, not every dairy farmer
can afford to capture methane, because it
is a capital-intensive endeavor. Not every
farmer lives in a region where wind turbines
are an option, and not every farmer can take
advantage of no-till cultivation, Stallman said.
“Some agricultural producers will
never benefit from the legislation under any

4

scenario,” Stallman said. “Most fruit, potato
and vegetable producers will not qualify for
offsets. Western ranchers whose operations
are heavily dependent on the use of federal
lands for livestock forage also have limited
offset opportunities. Many areas of the West
in general that are coal-dependent are also the
areas that have limited offset opportunities. Not
all areas of the country are able to productively
adopt conservation tillage practices, thus
restricting their offset possibilities. Yet these
producers will incur the same increased
fuel, fertilizer and energy costs as their
counterparts.”
Stallman said any climate change
legislation must include agricultural offsets
and give the U.S. Department of Agriculture
the primary role in developing, administering
and overseeing the offset program.

Heat illness requirements
are posted at DOSH
Revised heat illness prevention
requirements are now posted online at
California Department of Occupational
Safety and Health.
You can find information and
resources online at http://www.dir.ca.gov/
DOSH/HeatIllnessInfo.html
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Farm Bureau-supported labor bills get okay
Two items of labor-related legislation
supported by California Farm Bureau passed
important milestones:
AB 854, (Juan Arambula, D-Fresno),
would require a Farm Labor Contractor to
certify there are no court judgments or Labor
Commissioner orders related to unpaid wages
against him or her when seeking renewal of
his or her state FLC license.
Shortly before an Assembly
Appropriations Suspense File hearingon
the measure, CFBF weighed in to support
the bill because it will facilitate removal of

Renewable energy mandate
approved sent to Senate
A controversial renewable energy
mandate was approved by the Assembly and
sent to the Senate.
AB 64 (Karen Bass, D-Los Angeles and
Paul Krekorian, D-Burbank) the Assembly’s
omnibus renewable portfolio standard
legislation passed out of the Assembly on a
44-31 vote.
It is the most controversial of the 3
legislative vehicles to increase the requirement
to procure electricity from renewable resources
from the current 20% by 2010 to at least 33%
by 2020.
Farm Bureau will continue to oppose
the bill on the Senate side despite extensive
amendments.
A key issue is the establishment of
an Energy Planning and Infrastructure
Coordinating Committee, which will be tasked
with designating and ranking transmission
corridors. Currently there is no provision in
the bill for providing any notice to landowners
about the designation of transmission corridors.

undercapitalized and unscrupulous FLCs from
the industry.
Assembly Appropriations removed AB
854 from the Suspense File and passed the
bill, moving it to the Assembly floor without
opposition.
AB 1288, (Paul Fong, D-Mountain
View), which would prohibit counties, cities or
other local governmental units from requiring
use of the seriously flawed federal E-Verify
program as a condition of obtaining a contract
or business license or settling any claim of
unlawful activity was passed by the Assembly
with bi-partisan support on May 28.
A broad coalition of labor and employer
groups, including CFBF, supports AB 1288.

‘California Country’ online
The new California Country website has
officially launched.
Go to www.californiacountry.org where
you can view California Country TV segments,
read magazine stories and download and
print wonderful recipes using California grown
commodities. You can also post your own
recipes for others to enjoy.
Rosanna Westmoreland, division
manager for Communications News with the
California Farm Bureau Federation expressed
a special thank you to everyone who provided
comments prior to the official launch of the site.
She also asked users to report any problems
with the site to Farm Bureau.

Forest and oak woodlands mitigation okayed by Senate
SB 144 (Fran Pavley, D-Santa Monica) passed off of the Senate Floor with a vote of 2117. This bill would require mitigation and fees for any conversions of forestland in California to
address the impacts these conversions have on climate change.
This bill would apply not only to timberland, but oak woodlands as well, so it would have
an effect in Monterey County.
Farm Bureau is opposed to SB 144 because of cost issues and its duplicative nature; the
state already requires mitigation for oak woodland conversions. However, the author and sponsors
have expressed interest in providing incentives to keep forestlands as working landscapes and
we will continue discussing these options.
SB 144 moved to the Assembly, where the author committed to holding the bill until it is in
a more complete form with defined incentives and mitigation.

Our OperatiOn cOvers a lOt Of acreage,
a lOt Of histOry, and almOst every aspect Of grOwing, packing, and shipping.

Parker, Salinas to steer
climate change for county
Climate change implementation in
Monterey County will be steered by Supervisors
Simón Salinas and Jane Parker.
The two were named to be the county’s
Assembly Bill (AB) 32 Implementation SubCommittee, as a Standing Committee of the
Board of Supervisors.
AB 32, the “California Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006,” made the California
Air Resources Board (ARB) responsible for
monitoring and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. The bill would require the state
board to adopt a statewide greenhouse gas
emissions limit equivalent to the statewide
greenhouse gas emissions levels in 1990
to be achieved by 2020. Since its passage,
regulators have been moving toward
implementation.

AmericAn Agcredit covers All our finAncing needs.
david costa of costa farms knows that having a diversified business helps ensure success. generations of his family have been customers of american agcredit for pretty
much the same reason: since 1916 we’ve been a strong, stable, and diversified lender,
offering loans and leases tailored to the needs of individual farmers. looking for a lender
that can help finance every part of your operation? look to american agcredit.
call the agricultural loan specialists at 800.800.4865 or
visit www.agloan.com
part of the farm credit system. equal Opportunity lender.
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Shimek complaint on river
maintenance alarms commission
False allegations by Monterey
Coastkeeper Executive Director Steve
Shimek that growers along the Salinas River
performed unpermitted channel maintenance
on a massive scale alarmed members of the
California Fish and Game Commission and
stirred comment about whether fines could be
big enough to stop it and whether jail time is
appropriate.
Commissioners subsequently learned
that the work was fully permitted by every
agency involved.
Shimek showed photos of river vegetation
management at the commission’s April 8
meeting, claiming it was done without permits
and was possibly to protect growers against
risk of food safety restrictions that would follow
if farm land flooded.
Commissioner Michael Sutton, of the
Center for the Future of the Oceans at the
Monterey Bay Aquarium, said it looked as if
Shimek’s “newly-minted pilot’s license” was
proving useful. Shimek reportedly has been

Is your ad in
Farm Focus?
You can put
your business or product
in front of
farmers, ranchers and community leaders
for surprisingly affordable cost.
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flying the Salinas River to look for violations.
Sutton wondered if – considering the
value of agriculture in the Salinas Valley –
whether a fine of any magnitude would deter
unauthorized work.
Commissioner Richard Rogers, a
Carpinteria rancher, asked whether – if the
violation was what it appeared to be – jail time
could be imposed.
You can see both Shimek’s false allegation
and the subsequent correction for yourself.
Go to this weblink, http://
w w w. c a l - s p a n . o r g / c g i - b i n / a r c h i v e .
php?owner=CFG&date=2009-04-08, click
on the Public Forum item on the agenda
and advance to 44:00 minutes for Shimek’s
testimony.
Then go this second weblink, http://
w w w. c a l - s p a n . o r g / c g i - b i n / a r c h i v e .
php?owner=CFG&date=2009-05-13, click
on Item 9, G-1, Receipt of DFG Informational
Items, Update on Enforcement, Salinas River
Alteration, to hear Chief Nancy Foley explain
the work was done with permits from ACOE,
MCWRA, NOAA Fisheries and CDFG.
Laura Giudici Mills explained, “Steve’s
testimony and allegations regarding the work
shown and described as being done without
permits are false.
“The work shown and described was done
between Sept. 1 and Oct. 31, 2008, under the
ACOE Regional 404 Permit and individual DFG
Streambed Alteration Agreements. The ‘high
water channel’ permit Steve referenced as
being denied by the ACOE was the Emergency
permit for the winter of 2008 – 2009. The
growers and/or landowners have conducted
annual routine channel maintenance, with
permits, since 1996 to maintain flood capacity
and aquifer recharge in the Salinas River.
“This work benefits not only the growers
and landowners who own property along the
Salinas River, but all those in the Salinas
River floodplain, including both unincorporated
and incorporated communities: San Ardo,
San Lucas, King City, Greenfield, Soledad,
Gonzales, Chualar, Salinas and Castroville.
“Steve suggests the work is being done in
response to the LGMA ‘Metrics.’ Again, not true.
The work began after the devastating floods
in 1995. And, long before the LGMA ‘Metrics,’
the FDA required growers to ‘destroy product
that is adulterated’ by flood waters of unknown
quality or that is likely to contain pathogens.
They still have the same requirement.”
Salinas River Channel Coalition
Consultant Darlene Din added, “At this time as
the Channel Maintenance program is working
on the renewal I would ask that everyone
involved look at the win-win in working

together, which is the purpose of the SRCC.
“The growers and/or landowners
have conducted annual routine channel
maintenance, with permits, since 1996 to
maintain flood capacity and aquifer recharge
in the Salinas River.
“This work benefits not only the growers
and landowners who own property along the
Salinas River, but all those in the Salinas
River floodplain, including both unincorporated
and incorporated communities: San Ardo,
San Lucas, King City, Greenfield, Soledad,
Gonzales, Chualar, Salinas and Castroville.
“To have flood control solutions, working
under the permits, should be the goal of all
parties.
“ I would ask that when the public
is concern about a permit or work being
completed they should take the time to
understand that the Salinas River is private
property and not enter private land but work
with the agencies, understand the private (and
public taxpayer) investment of finances with the
landowners and growers working through the
water and resource agencies to obtain permits
for flood control, recharge, and water supply
needs, and requirements to balance issues
around the environment.”
One of Shimek’s photos shown to the
commission was a ground-level picture that
may have involved trespassing.

Share
your
photos
Do you have photos you’d like to share
with other Farm Bureau members?
Farm Focus is looking for member photos
that show farming in Monterey County. We’d
like to have your pictures, of the people,
places and beauty of agriculture, to publish
in our monthly magazine. Your reward would
be photo credit and the appreciation of your
friends and neighbors.
Pictures can be of any agriculture-related
subject. People and events are always
important. Maybe you’ve got an artistic scene
that might be a cover photo.
If you’ve got a picture you’d like to submit,
e-mail it to MCFB@MontereyCFB.com. File
size is not a problem, and in fact we would like
higher resolution photos. If you’ve got several
large-file photos, send them one at a time so
they don’t gum up the e-mail works.
Two things that would help: include your
permission for Farm Focus to publish your
photos; and, give a description of what’s in the
picture, especially names of people and any
interesting details about the scene.
We look forward to seeing your photos.
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Barker Golf Tournament
is August 27
The 2009 Bill Barker Memorial Golf
Tournament will be held on August 27 on the
Black Horse Golf Course.
This tournament sells out early, so mark
your calendar and watch for your invitation.
Tournament proceeds support Farm
Bureau programs and the Bill Barker
Leadership Fund at Monterey County
Agriculture Education.

look closer.

Harden Foundation
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831/424.4620
www.bagaia.com

Director Bob Perkins. The rules apply to
“development,” he said, but the definition of
development can be broad enough to apply
to something like a fence.
If there is a streambed setback policy,
said Commissioner Jay Brown, it should use
the blueline stream map included in GPU5.
He recalled that the first version of the plan
used a map that charted every dry wash and
intermittent stream in a “spiderweb” across
the county.

313 salinas street / salinas ca 93901

Uncertainty about expanding protections
for non-listed species and imposing mitigations
without a purpose revealed problems in the
Draft Environmental Impact Report for the
county’s General Plan Update.
P l a n n i n g s t a ff a p p e a r e d l a r g e l y
unprepared in the last three presentations to
the Planning Commission, including the May
27 workshop.
“Labels are irrelevant,” Assistant
County Counsel Les Girard told Planning
Commissioners in a jaw-dropping moment
at May 27’s workshop on the General Plan
Update. He said staff could “fix” the wording
in general plan policies.
The label he termed irrelevant was
“CEQA-defined special status species,” a
term that appeared to confer endangeredspecies-equivalent protection to a long list of
unprotected species. A few minutes later he
told commissioners, “I didn’t say labels are
irrelevant,” … but that’s exactly what he did say.
The point is crucial to mitigations proposed
in the Draft Environmental Impact Report
prepared for the plan, Farm Bureau Executive
Director Bob Perkins told commissioners,
because it shapes new policies that would
require land owners to survey and protect
species.
The DEIR repeatedly uses the term
“CEQA-defined special status species.”
Attorney Brian Finegan explained that the
California Environmental Quality Act does not
define special status species and it does not
mandate protection for species that are not
listed as threatened or endangered under the
Endangered Species Act.
The DEIR itself creates its own definition
of special status species. It says, “For this
EIR, CEQA-defined special-status species are
defined to include both listed and non-listed
species,” leaving the door open to protect
almost any species. It goes on to say, “Unless
otherwise specified all references in this
document are to the broad list of CEQA-defined
special-status species, whether listed or not.”
The DEIR includes pages of nonlisted species that have to be protected as
endangered.
Commissioner Martha Diehl suggested
language to limit protections to federal- and
state-listed species and to “any species
required to be considered under federal and
state law.”
“The list is too subjective,” said
Commissioner Cosme Padilla. “If any species
can be added at any time, it can stop any
project.”
“A mitigation measure is supposed to
mitigate something,” commented Planning
Commission Vice Chair Keith Vandevere at
the May 17 workshop on General Plan Update.
Streambed setbacks were the issue.
“As written,” said Commissioner Martha
Diehl, the policy “doesn’t mitigate anything.”
Setbacks could have significant impact
on farmers, said Farm Bureau Executive

Mark your calendar:

[ belli architectural group ]

Workshop reveals problems in GPU

7

Monterey County Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 1449
Salinas, CA 93902

Presorted
Standard
U.S. Postage
PAID
San Dimas, CA
Permit No. 410

Phone: 831-751-3100
Fax: 831-751-3167
Email: MCFB@MontereyCFB.com
Office Hours: 7:30 am — 4:30 pm (M-F)

Serving Monterey County Agriculture
Since 1917
Farm Bureau on the Web:
Monterey County Farm Bureau http://www.MontereyCFB.com
California Farm Bureau http://www.CFBF.com
American Farm Bureau http://www.FB.com

We ’ re o u t s t a n d i ng i n y o u r f i e l d .

ATTORNEYS

Anthony L. Lombardo
Jeffery R. Gilles
Dennis Beougher
Patrick S. M. Casey
Sheri L. Damon
E. Soren Diaz
J. Kenneth Gorman
Virginia A. Hines
Koren McWilliams
Amy Reid
Paul A. Rovella
Bradley W. Sullivan
James W. Sullivan
Kelly McCarthy Sutherland

Uniquely Positioned to Respond
to Our Client’s Needs.

LAND USE
SPECIALISTS

Dale Ellis, AICP
Gail Hatter-Crawford
Connie Pataua
Shandell Brunk
PARALEGALS AND
FOOD SAFETY
SPECIALISTS

Tim Ibbeson

Lombardo & Gilles, the Central Coast’s premier
law firm, prides itself in providing a superior quality of
representation in the following fields:
■ Agriculture & Food Safety
■ Business Formations

& Transactions
■ Civil Litigation
■ Estate Planning

■
■
■
■
■

Labor & Employment
Land Use
Municipal Law
Planning & Zoning
Real Estate

Our high level of expertise and our deep roots in the area
make us uniquely positioned to respond to our client’s needs.
SALINAS

318 Cayuga Street / Salinas, CA 93901

TEL 831.754.2444 / FAX 831.754.2011
HOLLISTER 530 San Benito Street / Hollister, CA 95023

TEL 831.630.9444
www.lomgil.com

TOLL FREE 888.757.2444
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