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Craig Andrus heads up Rodeo board this year
Craig Andrus heads up the California Rodeo Salinas in its centennial year.
Andrus, a Salinas native, took over in late October and will guide the organization and
volunteers for the 100th Rodeo in 2010 and the 101st Rodeo in 2011. Craig’s family has
volunteered and competed at the Rodeo since the 1920’s. He is a farmer here in Salinas and
lives on his ranch with his wife, Vicki.
Assisting Craig with decision-making and execution of tasks will be 1st Vice President
Benny Jefferson, 2nd Vice President Daryl Whitcher, 3rd Vice President Mike Scarr along with
Treasurer Ric Causley and Secretary Randy Parola, the newest officer of the association. A
director since 1995, Randy is the former chairman of the Concessions and Carnival Committees
and currently oversees the Bull Crossing Cantina at the Rodeo.
Long-time Rodeo volunteer Sam Jenkinson is now a director of the California Rodeo Salinas.
Sam has volunteered on the Ground Preparation Committee for over 20 years, working yearround on several events at the Salinas Sports Complex. Sam’s sons Sammy, Mathew and Nick
are also volunteers. Sam lives in Salinas with his wife, Pam.
The California Rodeo Salinas will celebrate 100 Years of Tradition July 15-18, 2010.
The California Rodeo
Association is a non-profit
organization that strives to
preserve and promote the
traditions of the California
Rodeo Salinas and the
We s t . T h e C a l i f o r n i a
Rodeo Salinas and other
year round operations
Robert Marini
License #0585163 of the Salinas Sports
Complex support the
community. Opportunities
Robert Marini Ins Agency
Tel 831-754-2722
for nonprofits return over
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CARodeo.com or call 831775.3100.
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In challenging times, success is driven by an ongoing commitment to sound and consistent business
practices. This approach has meant over $64 million
cash back in the last four years to the farmers and
ranchers who have grown their businesses with us.
Looking for a strong and stable lender dedicated
to agriculture? Look to American AgCredit.

Call the agricultural loan
specialists at 800.800.4865
or visit www.agloan.com

Visit our web site at
www.MontereyCFB.com

924 East Blanco Road
Salinas CA 93901-4419
(831) 424-1756
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Corona brothers
find opportunity
in Tres Coronas Farm

On our cover this month, the Corona
brothers of Tres Coronas Farm have learned
that being the owners of their own strawberry
farm is totally different than working for
someone else. The three brothers are, from
left, Heriberto “Eddy” Corona, Abel Corona and
Jose Corona .
The three Salinas area farmers have been
featured in a statewide ad for Farm Employers
Labor Service, along with Jose’s son, Hector
Corona, who is a labor management consultant
for FELS and who grew up working around

strawberries with his uncles.
Eddy Corona said the brothers were glad
to let people know what FELS is all about.
“FELS is very helpful to call if you have trouble.”
Monterey County offered an opportunity
that neighboring Santa Cruz County couldn’t.
After working for someone else in Santa Cruz
county for a quarter of a century, the brothers
decided to go into business for themselves,
but they couldn’t find land they could afford in
Santa Cruz. Another farmer told them about
some land in the Salinas Valley, and they

started Tres Coronas Farm three years ago.
The brothers stuck with the strawberry
business because “that’s all we’ve known since
we were little kids.” From long experience
they knew the business has headaches and
struggles, but “now we know they’re our
problems.
“It’s been tough,” and the timing of the
economic downturn hasn’t helped. “The
lenders have been real picky about who they
loan to.” The Coronas found a lender who
would work with them, California Coastal Rural
Development Corporation, which focuses on
economic development that benefits family
farmers and other rural agricultural businesses
in Monterey, Santa Cruz, San Benito, Santa
Clara, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and
Ventura counties. “They understand the
strawberry business.”
The Coronas have high hopes for their
farm.

Court ruling may stir fees for service
By Bob Perkins

A recent court ruling -- that a minimum charge imposed on parcels with inactive connections to a water district’s utility systems, regardless
of actual use, was a fee for an immediately available property-related service and not a tax assessment requiring ballot approval – may plant
the seeds for future conflict between property owners and utility companies. It probably will have little effect on Monterey County agriculture, but
there are many farm properties in California that could be affected. Look for utilities to shift as much of their operating costs as possible to their
base rates to take advantage of this ruling.
The Court of Appeal for California’s First Appellate District, ruling in Paland v. Brooktrails Township Community Services District Board
of Directors, 2009 Cal. App. LEXIS 1940, reasoned: “[The plaintiff] cannot contend that the services are not available to him, because quite
evidently they have been available at all times he has chosen to use them . . . A contrary conclusion would lead to an anomalous result whereby
an individual property owner could unilaterally preclude collection of his or her pro rata obligation for the maintenance and operation of a utility
system absent an owner vote, while the owner of an adjacent parcel with an active connection would have no such option.”
Details of the arguments presented in the case seem to raise many questions that should keep lawyers on all sides well employed.
Connections are at the heart of the case. It appears a parcel must be connected to a utility to fall under this ruling. On the surface, that
would indicate that the owner knowingly requested or accepted a utility connection. However, it could create new problems for owners who
bought property that had an existing but unused connection. Utility companies may review their systems to see if old, unused connections exist,
where they can impose a fee.

Wine Grape Deadline: January 31, 2010

Grow With Confidence.

A John Deere Certified
Crop Insurance Agency

(888) 252-9797
www.goldenstatecrop.com
Golden State Crop & Insurance Services is an equal opportunity provider.
PO Box 905 Hanford, CA 93232
CA #OB72765
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You can now see ‘California Country’ on the Central Coast
Viewers of KSBW/Channel 8 in Monterey
and Salinas will now be able to travel
throughout the state of California without
ever having to leave their homes. Starting in
January, “California Country,” a weekly halfhour program produced by the California Farm
Bureau Federation, began airing on the NBC
affiliate Friday afternoons at 12:30 p.m.
“California Country” regularly features
stories about California’s farmers and ranchers
and people in closely related industries. Also
included on the show are: tips on produce
selection and preparation, gardening and
landscaping advice, rural travel destinations,
cooking demonstrations and interesting food
facts.
Broadcast Director Rosanna
Westmoreland, Associate Producer Tracy
Sellers and Producer/Editor Scott Monaco
lead the “California Country” team along
with produce specialist Glen Ikeda of
Ikeda’s California Country Market in Auburn;
horticulture expert, Steve McShane, owner
of McShane’s Nursery in Salinas; top chefs
in the West who offer up innovative recipes;
and feature reporters Charlotte Fadipe and
Jennifer Iida.
“We’re excited about serving the Monterey
and Salinas areas on KSBW,” said Sellers.
“Each week we try to capture California’s

agricultural diversity of crops, cultures, and
people. Our goal is to entertain, educate
and inspire the public by making agriculture
relevant to their everyday lives.”
“California Country,” can be seen on
nearly 200 commercial, cable and public
stations throughout the state as well as
nationally, via satellite station RFD-TV.
“California Country” is sponsored by
the California Farm Bureau and Nationwide

Insurance. The California Farm Bureau has
produced regularly scheduled television
programs since 1964 and more than 2,300
episodes of California Country have aired
since its title changeover from The Voice of
Agriculture in 1997
For information on the program, profiles
of the program’s staff, recipes and stories seen
on the show, visit: www.californiacountry.org

No Williamson Act in Governor’s budget

In early January, Governor Schwarzenegger unveiled his much anticipated final State
Budget proposal. Unfortunately, the governor recommends the continued suspension of funds
for the California Land Conservation Act (Williamson Act) that reimburses local governments for
their foregone property tax revenue.
When the governor blue-penciled Williamson Act funding in the Fall, county governments
began considering a range of alternatives to shift the cost to agriculture or to eliminate the program
entirely. Farm Bureau continues to advocate funding for the program, which was originally
budgeted at $27 million out of the state’s almost $100 billion budget to protect California’s rural
landscape.
The governor’s Department of Finance has pegged the 18-month budget deficit at $19.9
billion. This figure includes a current year shortfall of $6.6 billion, a budget year shortfall of $12.3
billion, and a modest reserve of $1 billion. In announcing his budget plan, the governor said
that several factors have contributed to the increased projected deficit for 2010-11 fiscal year
including revenues lower than previous estimates ($3.4 billion), federal and state court decisions
that reduced or eliminated budget solutions adopted in previous years and imposed costs
($4.9 billion), lack of implementation of previously adopted budget “solutions” ($2.3 billion), and
population and caseload growth ($1.4 billion).
In order to close the budget gap, the
governor proposes a combination of spending
reductions, alternative funding, fund shifts and
a renewed effort to secure additional federal
funds. Due to the large shortfall in the current
year’s budget and the necessary time for
budget solutions to realize their full value, the
Make your land the same grade
governor stressed the need to act quickly to
adopt as many of his proposed solutions as
for consistent water movement and distribution
soon as possible. As a result, the governor
Equipped for all types of jobs
planned to declare a fiscal emergency and
call the Legislature into yet another Special
Single or double carryalls as well as finish scrapers
Session. He said, “Delays in the adoption of
these proposals until the enactment of the
2010-11 budget would result in the loss of up to
$2.4 billion in budgetary solutions and thereby
necessitate even deeper cuts in 2010-11.”
Long time budget observers have come
to expect at least one major shift, swap, or
flip in revenues or state and local programs,
and this budget did not disappoint. Perhaps
the most novel proposal put forth in the mass
of budget documents was a swap of gasoline
sales taxes for an increase in the excise tax
on those fuels. Part of the effect of this swap
would be to lower the state’s Proposition 98
Over 15 years experience
guarantee to fund education.
Specializing in ag leveling on the Central Coast
Repealing the state portion of sales tax
on
gasoline
and diesel fuel and increasing the
Available services include reservoirs and dozer work
excise tax by 10.8 cents to replace funding on
Call for free quotes:
highways and roads currently funded from the
sales tax would provide additional funding to
offset highway bond debt service while saving
consumers 6 cents a gallon and lowering
funding for education.

Martin Jefferson & Sons
Custom Laser Leveling
g

Allan Jefferson - 831/809-7074
Martin Jefferson & Sons Office - 831/384-1300
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Play it safe, use care when operating a tractor
By Mike Klimenko, Farm Bureau Group Manager for State Fund

As farm and ranch operators, it is
important to lead by example when it comes
to tractor safety. Take the time to be safe and
insist that others do the same.
Since 1943, Farm Bureau and State Fund
have been business partners. When your
policy comes up for renewal, if you are not
insured with State Fund, please be sure to get
a quote in our Farm Bureau Group Program.

look closer.

Farm Focus - a publication of Monterey County Farm Bureau - January 2010

831/424.4620
www.bagaia.com

sCheid Vineyards

313 salinas street / salinas ca 93901

farm fields are loaded with booby traps that
can cause a tractor to flip and roll over. Require
everyone to drive at a safe speed because
excessive speed causes many accidents.
Avoid ditches, embankments and holes
and take extra care when working on steep
slopes. If you must travel on steep slopes,
go in reverse up the slope and forward down
the slope. Do not travel across a steep slope.

[ belli architectural group ]

In an annual agricultural ritual, farmers up
and down the state are firing up their tractors
and preparing their fields for spring planting.
While most everyone is in agreement that
a tractor is the most important tool on the farm,
it also is one of the most dangerous.
Did you know that nearly half of farm
fatalities in the United States each year involve
tractors? Rollovers and runovers are most
often cited as the cause of these deaths. The
most frequent victim is the farm’s operator, but
other family members and farm employees are
also frequent victims.
Men over age 60 are in the highest risk
category. But another grim statistic is that
20 percent of these farm fatalities happen to
children under the age of 16, with most being
victims of runovers.
As with most accidents, the likelihood of a
tractor mishap can be decreased substantially
with some basic preventative measures and
proper training.
First off, it is important that anyone
who operates a tractor should first become
familiar with the tractor’s operating manual,
paying particularly close attention to the safety
information.
Most tractor operators know the necessity
of making sure the tractor have sufficient fuel
and oil, but they should also perform a safety
inspection before using the vehicle. Here’s a
quick checklist of some of the most important
safety elements:
*
Brake pedal: Is the locking device
functioning and are the brakes properly
adjusted?
*
PTO shields and safety guards:
Are they in place and in good condition?
*
Hitch: Are pins and bolts in place?
*
Attached or mounted equipment?
Is it securely fastened? Are hitch pins correct
size? Are sway blocks properly adjusted?
*
Handrails, steps, platform: Are
they clean and in good condition?
*
Tires: Are they in good condition?
Is air pressure correct?
*
Wheel bolts: Are they tight and
not broken?
*
Steering: Are connections tight?
*
Exhaust system: Is it sound and
leak-free?
*
Fire extinguisher: Is it charged
and easily accessible?
*
First aid kit: Is it fully stocked and
accessible?
When operating a tractor, remember that
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NO COST to Farm Bureau or Farm Bureau members.



We have combined the size and volume of all Farm Bureaus to negotiate better
pricing, discounts, and rebates.



Brand and Generic medications are discounted.



Compatible with all insurances – H.S.A/Part D/ High Deductable/ and others.



There are no enrollment forms, no age restrictions, no income requirements, no
waiting periods, no eligibility required, no exclusions, covers pre-existing conditions,
no claim forms to file, no annual or lifetime limits, includes discounts on brand and
generic medications, open formulary so all medications are eligible for discounts.



The card provides discounts as high as 75% (discount average savings 30%).



This program has “LOWEST PRICE” logic to guarantee that Farm Bureau
members get the best pricing on prescriptions (Members pay the lower of a discount
off Average Wholesale Price-AWP, discount off MAC Pricing (Maximum Allowable
Cost), or Pharmacy Promotional/Retail price).



Ask your state Farm Bureau for your wallet card or download it from your state
Farm Bureau’s website.



All cards are pre-activated and can be used immediately.



Ask your state Farm Bureau for more information.



Now serving members of these Farm Bureaus: Alaska, Arizona, California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, Kentucky, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, Utah,
and Wyoming.
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New Year offers political challenges
Every bit of strength Farm Bureau’s
political program possesses will be needed
as we face 2010.
In the year ahead, farmers and ranchers
will see game-changing elections that will
determine whether California faces a continual
decline or can recover to be the Golden State
it once was.
Statewide, more than 40 seats in the
Assembly and Senate are open – either as
a result of term limits, members retiring or
moving on to pursue other opportunities.
Additionally, the eight statewide constitutional
offices, including Governor, are up for grabs.
Each and every position will be important
to ensuring the future viability of California’s
farms and ranches.
At stake in both houses of the state
government is protecting the 2/3 vote margin
needed to pass the budget or increase taxes,
as we see the number of safe Republican
seats continue to decline.
Farmer and ranchers cannot afford to
have a single party hold all the power in state
government.
In addition to electing candidates, voters
will also see a large number of initiatives on
their ballot. To date, more than 90 proposed
measures are making their way through the
initiative process.
While many will fail, there are two
measures of interest that have already
qualified. The first will appear on the June
ballot and enacts an “Open Primary” where the
top two vote getters will face each other in the
General election, regardless of party affiliation.
The second measure of interest will
appear on the November ballot and will provide
$11.4 billion in funding for water supply and
water quality improvement projects.
However, elections won’t be the only task
for farmers and ranchers as we enter 2010
and the second of a two-year legislative cycle.
Agriculture faces numerous challenges in both
Sacramento and Washington, D.C.
In addition to normal legislative issues,
the budget in Sacramento continues to provide
challenges as California has racked up a $21
billion shortfall entering 2010. For agriculture,
funding for the Williamson Act continues to be
at risk. All the while, new and continued efforts
to increase fees and taxes loom.
Back in Washington, D.C. a number of top
priority issues for the Obama Administration
have been pushed back a year, including
estate tax reform, food safety regulations,
climate change legislation, immigration reform
and the H-2A program. Additionally, changes
to the Clean Water Act will likely surface again.
The strength of Farm Bureau’s political
program and our ability to meet the challenges
of 2010 are completely dependent on the
activity of our members. Now, more than
ever, is the time to be involved and help get
California back on track.
There is no doubt that participating in the
political process can be intimidating, however

Farm Bureau makes it easy with our two
political action programs - FARM TEAM and
FARM PAC.
By signing up for FARM TEAM, you
receive email action alerts to notify you
of important issues facing the agriculture
community or ways to support candidates
who are committed to protecting the farming
and ranching way of life. It only takes a click
of a button to weigh in on important issues
impacting your operation.
With regard to the election process,

FARM PAC, the California Farm Bureau
Federation Fund to Protect the Family Farm,
has been the voice for agriculture in the political
arena for more than 30 years.
Voluntary contributions, separate from
your membership dues, are raised specifically
for supporting farm and business friendly
candidates.
Regardless of how you participate –
whether it is writing letters to your elected
officials, taking part in a press conference,
checking the box on your membership
renewal, responding to a fundraising letter or
participating in a County fundraising event –
you are helping to protect California’s family
farms and ranches.

design // build // general contractor

Is it really just a roof?
No.... it’s a shield of protection
SSB Roof Coating is an expert in state-of-the-art roof restoration, utilizing a patented
technology known as AcryShield ® Roof Management System developed by National
Coatings. This state-of-the-art technology provides many benefits including:
• Compatible With Most Roof Types
• Seamless Waterproofing
• Asphalt Bleed Blocking
• Acrylic Durability
• Energy Savings
• Prolonged Roof Life
• Reduced Maintenance Costs
• Environmental Friendly
• Backed By A Warranty

With over 60 years experience in the construction
industry, you can count on SSB Construction!
Give us a call today, let us show you how we can
save you money and extend the life-span of your
aging roof.

RooF CoATing
A division of SSB Construction

1161 Terven Avenue // Salinas, Ca 93901
Tel. (831) 424-1647 // Fax (831) 424-4401
ssbconstruction.com
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Phone: 831-751-3100
Fax: 831-751-3167
Email: MCFB@MontereyCFB.com
Office Hours: 7:30 am — 4:30 p.m. (M-F)

Serving Monterey County Agriculture
Since 1917
Farm Bureau on the Web:
Monterey County Farm Bureau http://www.MontereyCFB.com
California Farm Bureau http://www.CFBF.com
American Farm Bureau http://www.FB.com

Growing and shipping produce is a tough business.
And we should know.
For 75 years our attorneys have handled every legal issue facing the agriculture industry.
If agriculture is your business we should be your law firm. Noland Hamerly and Agriculture.

Together we grow.
Tel: 831-424-1414
www.LettuceLaw.com
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