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On The Cover:

Conditions ripe for valley flood
Conditions on the Salinas and Arroyo
Seco Rivers are ripe for valley flooding this
winter, despite efforts by local leaders to get
permission to clear the river channel.
On the cover and at right, Highway 101
Bridge at Soledad over the Salinas River,
upstream of the confluence with the Arroyo
Seco river, typifies conditions.
Some of this vegetation that now clogs
the river channel, builds up sand bars, holds
debris in place, and causes flooding of adjacent
lands, was planted by CalTrans as part of the
required mitigation for building the bridges.
Neighboring landowners were not consulted
about the planting. CalTrans conducts no
maintenance of the planted vegetation.
Adding to the flood risk, last year’s
mountain fires pose the risk of heavy runoff,
erosion and debris that could choke the rivers
and produce flood conditions similar to 1995.
Monterey County Water Resources
Agency has been seeking a permit from the
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers for channel
maintenance.
(Photos by Traci Roberts.)

Narrow channel cutting through vegetation
on both sides. This is perhaps 30 feet of
channel that is functional out of a mile wide
river.

View of Highway 101 bridge at Soledad from
above and vegetation below. Brush washed
downstream in a flood can accumulate at
bridges, raising the water level and blocking
or damaging public infrastructure.

Benny Jefferson
reelected to
state board
Marina rancher Benny Jefferson was
reelected in December to another two-year
term on the California Farm Bureau Federation
Board of Directors.
Jefferson represents San Benito,
Monterey and San Luis Obispo County Farm
Bureaus at the state organization.
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Ag panel begins waiver discussions
Discussions about renewal of the
conditional ag discharge waiver began recently
when the Ag Panel of the Central Coast
Regional Water Quality Control Board met in
San Luis Obispo.
Kirk Schmidt, executive director of
Central Coast Water Quality Preservation, Inc.,
provided this commentary:
The first meeting of the CCRWQCB Ag
Panel was held in SLO. Agricultural interests
were represented by Kevin Merril, Ray Allen,
Carolyn O’Donnell, Kris O’Connor, Paul
Hain, Bob Martin, Traci Roberts, Kay Mercer,
Joy Fitzhugh and Richard Quantt. Sarah
Greene and I also participated, and Sarah
gave a presentation on the CMP results.
There were six environmental and research
representatives, a representative from the
Santa Barbara Ag Commissioner’s office and
eight Region 3 staff members.
Most of the meeting was preliminary and
no substantive issues were discussed. Region
3 staff reviewed the current status of the Ag
Waiver. Unfortunately the meeting concluded
before Harvey Packard, the section manager
in the water pollution division, which includes
the irrigated agriculture program, was able to
give a presentation on “Improving water quality,
and verifying tangible results for all Water
Board programs.”
I have provided a brief summary of the
meeting as part of the CCWQP Newsletter.
I did have an opportunity to talk with Harvey
Packard after the meeting concluded. His
comments on the prospects for the Ag Waiver
focused on the area of “Verifying Compliance”.
This was discussed in the letter from Roger
Briggs to the Ag Panel, and is quoted below.
Clearly Region 3 management wants to
see more documentation of management
practices, and to make some effort to tie the
implementation of management practices to
observable improvements in water quality.
If farmers are in compliance, or making
“significant progress” this may not be too
burdensome. However, growers in areas
with significantly impaired water, or farmers
who have done nothing to improve water
quality, could have a higher level of reporting,
or possibly be required to perform individual
water testing. It must be noted that this is just
the opinion of Region 3 management, and can
change as the Ag Panel moves forward, but
may be worth considering prior to the next Ag
Panel meeting set for January 6th.
“Verifying Compliance
In addition to the Cooperative Monitoring
Program, we will also include a tiered

compliance verification monitoring program in
the Irrigated Ag Order. The tiered monitoring
program will range from minimal monitoring
requirements for growers who are already
in compliance or who are making significant
progress in reducing pollutant discharges,
to comprehensive monitoring for growers
who are not in compliance or not making
progress toward compliance with discharge
requirements. We will work with the Panel to
develop reporting tools and a tiered structure
that focuses on threats to water quality,
known water quality problems, and other
factors. This approach is similar to the tiered
monitoring program we developed for timber
harvesting and the scaled monitoring efforts
we require for other dischargers. Verification
monitoring may incorporate several elements,
including management practice reporting,
photomonitoring, and individual water quality
testing.” (Advisory Panel letter, 12-12-2008,
page 3)
At the meeting Monterey Coastkeeper
said that they mailed letters to over 400 farmers
that they identified (believe) are not enrolled in
the ag waiver. CCWQP is sending our annual
bills for participation in the CMP on Monday.
It will be interesting to see how many farmers
received both letters.
Please contact me if you have any
questions regarding the above or the Ag Panel
meeting.”

Logo items get
free freight
through March 31
Farm Bureau logo items from the
Farm Bureau Company Store are available
with free freight until March 31, 2009 for
any items that are ordered off the Farm
Bureau Company Store website at: www.
farmbureaucompanystore.com.
For information, contact Brittany Anderson
at Anderson Marketing, 916-361-3682 ext:
115.

Evan Oakes
P.O. Box 2634, Monterey, CA 93942
Phone: 831-761-8463 • Fax: 831-761-5461
www.agventuretours.com • email: evan@agventuretours.com
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CCATF seeks to expand membership
The information-sharing agricultural
organization, Central Coast Ag Task Force, is
seeking additional groups to join with existing
members.
“Agriculture is constantly faced with
an onslaught of challenges including policy
changes, consumer misinformation, and
community apathy,” said CCATF President
Scott Violini. “We are asking you to support
a Task Force that works to make the local
agricultural community aware of ways it
can combat or create legislation, educate
the consumers it depends on and instill the
importance of agriculture to our local economy
in its members.”
Member organizations help fund the
monitoring of local and regional agencies
and the collection of information about issues
affecting agriculture. Representatives of the
member organizations meet monthly to talk
about the issues affecting them.
“The purpose of the Central Coast
Agricultural Task Force is to provide an
opportunity for established organization with
an interest in agriculture to collectively monitor
research, disseminate, and act on any issue
of benefit or impact on the capabilities of
agriculture, with an emphasis on local issues,”

said Violini.
“For over 22 years this Task Force has
worked to fulfill the mission above. However,
for over five years this organization has been
operating with a budget deficit. Fundraising
efforts, an increase in member organization
donations, and the generosity of a few
individual companies/persons have sustained
the Task Force, but that can no longer be our
standard mode of operation.”
Violini said the group has been contacting
ag leaders to invite them “to personally review

England-Mackie named to state YF&R Committee
April England-Mackie has been named
to the California Farm Bureau Federation
Young Farmers and Ranchers Committee,
representing District 8’s San Luis Obispo,
Monterey and San Benito County Farm
Bureaus.
She is immediate past chair of the
Central Coast YF&Rs and was recently named

Unnecessary habitat restrictions
will cost property owners
County NCCP that cost $353 million for 28
species on 174,000 acres.
In Monterey County there are only 28
officially threatened or endangered species,
but the proposed NCCP would protect 158
species. It This would be the biggest NCCP
in the state, with about five times the number
of species in any other county.
Implementation averages about $2,000
an acre, Perkins said, so a plan for Monterey
County’s two million acres could total $4 billion.
The cost would be paid by property owners
through fees when permits are issued.
The restrictions are unnecessary, he said.
Only properties that already have a threatened
or endangered species or designated critical
habitat currently face restrictions or costs,
but NCCP would impose land use restrictions
and fees for property that
doesn’t have listed species
or designated critical
habitat.
“NCCP is technically
‘voluntary,’” he said, “but
your local government
volunteers you to be
and to pay fees.
License #0585163 regulated
Once an NCCP is adopted,
species and habitats are
treated by federal and state
Tel 831-754-2722
wildlife agents as though
Fax 831-424-4761
listed or designated.

Habitat restrictions associated with the
county’s General Plan Update could potentially
cost property owners billions of dollars and are
unnecessary, said Farm Bureau Executive
Director Bob Perkins.
Perkins said a countywide habitat
conservation plan was proposed years ago at
the start of the General Plan Update but was
dropped when Farm Bureau objected. Now, he
said, it’s back under a different name, by way of
the plan’s Environmental Impact Report.
The EIR recommends a countywide
Natural Communities Conservation Plan.
Costs from other counties suggest an
NCCP could cost Monterey County residents
$4 billion. Perkins cited a Santa Clara County
NCCP that cost $850 million for just 26 species
on 440,000 acres and an East Contra Costa

Robert Marini
Robert Marini Ins Agency
1093 South Main St. #210
Salinas, CA 93901
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the importance of the Central Coast Agricultural
Task Force. If you recognize the value of
this organization to you and agriculture,
please consider making a donation in any
denomination you can afford. Doing so will
not only benefit your operation, it will sustain
and strengthen agriculture in Monterey,
Santa Cruz and San Benito Counties. The
Tax-ID for all donations to this 501 (c) 5 nonprofit organization is 77-0046703. Please
contact Darlene Din (831.682.0734) with any
questions.”

treasurer and vice president for finance of
Monterey County Farm Bureau.
State YF&Rs helped raise money for
the Fund to Protect the Family Farm, FARM
PAC, at CFBF’s Annual Meeting. They raised
a total of $31,589. FARM PAC funds are
used to support the candidates of any party
affiliation who are committed to working for the
best interests of California agriculture. These
fundraising efforts remind political leaders that
farmers and rancher remain stakeholders in
California’s future.
England-Mackie was among YF&Rs
appointed by CFBF President Doug Mosebar
for 2009.
The Executive Team for the coming
year, as elected at the YF&R Meeting in
December, is:
Chair: Jeff Carlton, Sonoma County
1st Vice Chair : Maria Azevedo
2nd Vice Chair: Dan Howe
Secretary : Frost Pauli
New to the YF&R State Committee are
Stephanie Leimgruber (District 1: San Diego
& Imperial Counties), Meghan Dresselhaus
(District 2: Riverside, San Bernardino &
Inyo-Mono Counties), April England-Mackie
(District 8: San Luis Obispo, Monterey & San
Benito Counties), Shannon Douglass (District
16: Colusa, Glenn & Yolo Counties), Brandon
Fawaz (District 20: Siskiyou, Shasta, Trinity &
Tehama Counties), Michael McDowell (District
14: Sacramento, Amador, El Dorado & Placer
Counties), Kevin Robertson (District 12:
San Joaquin & Calaveras), Michael DePaoli
(District 6: Tulare) and Eric Kuehl (District 11:
Contra Costa, Alameda & Solano).
Information about YF&Rs can be found
on Facebook and MySpace. More than 700
people are linked in to California Farm Bureau's
Young Farmers and Ranchers MySpace and
Facebook social networking sites.
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Diesel rule includes ag provisions
The California Air Resources Board
Diesel Truck and Rule passed on an 8-0 vote
in December, with some agricultural provisions
included.
It was the most public testimony ever
received on an ARB rule, reported Cynthia L.
Cory, director of environmental affairs for the
California Farm Bureau Federation. “It was
a long two days as it was heartbreaking to
hear the small truckers talk about how hard
this is going to impact them when they are
already parking trucks due to the decreased
workload.
“We were able to keep all the ag provisions
in the rule that had been accepted and
proposed by the ARB staff. The environmental
community, mostly from the San Joaquin Valley,
spoke repeatedly against our ag provisions but
we were able to make our case with the ARB
members weeks before the hearing and they
were in agreement that the rationale and
science was sound for our proposal.”
Cory compressed the 49-page rule into
a six-page summary, published in Monterey
County Farm Bureau’s December 22, 2008,
Monday Report.
“If our members cannot comply with the
low/limited mileage ag provisions they will have
to adhere to the rule using one of the other
various compliance mechanisms,” said Cory.
She urged Farm Bureau members to
report if they “will NOT be able to use the
ag provisions so we can gauge how best to
conduct outreach.
“The ag provisions are fairly straightforward
and should be understandable to our members.
If their mileage is too high to fall under the ag

Is your ad in Farm Focus?
You can put
your business or product
in front of
farmers, ranchers and community leaders
for surprisingly affordable cost.
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provisions, then complying with the rule gets
more complicated and each truck owner will
need to review the various compliance options
and decide which works best for them (i.e.
small fleet provisions, retrofit, fleet averaging,
etc.)”
There are some further procedural steps
that the rule must go through before it is
finalized, probably in January, with some minor
tweaks in the rule, but the ag provisions will be
remain as presented in the summary below.
Some features of California Air Resources
Board’s Statewide Truck and Bus Rule
pertaining to Agricultural Vehicles are:
This regulation applies to all trucks and
buses operated within the state of California
over 14,000 GVWR (does NOT include pickups or implements of husbandry such as
tractors). It requires vehicles subject to this
rule to comply with 2010 engine standards
through replacement or retrofit by December
31, 2022. The engine must meet the 2010
engine standard depending on various factors
including where the engine operates, annual
mileage, number of vehicles and age.
Vehicles subject to this rule that operate
less than 100 hours and 1000 miles per
year are considered “low use”. They will not
be required to comply with 2010 standards
but will have to have a properly functioning
odometer installed at all times and must report
their mileage, owner and vehicle information
annually to ARB.
To obtain an ag vehicle designation the
vehicles must be owned as of January 1,
2009.
Limited-Mileage Agricultural Vehicle –
exempt from 2010 engine standard compliance
until January 1, 2017 if the agricultural vehicle
operates less than the miles per calendar year
specified with a properly functioning odometer
installed at all times:
<15,000 miles (pre-1996 model year
engine);
<20,000 miles (1996 through 2005 model
year engine);
<25,000 miles (2006 or newer model
year engine).
·Low-Mileage Agricultural Vehicle –
exempt until January 1, 2023, an agricultural
vehicle that operates less than 10,000 miles
per year.
Specialty Agricultural Vehicle – exempt
until January 1, 2023, an agricultural vehicle
that is a nurse rig, cotton module mover, water
truck, feed truck or mixer-feed truck used
exclusively at beef cattle feedlots.
Agricultural Operations means:
1) The activity of growing or harvesting
crops for the primary purpose of making a
profit or providing a livelihood including any
horticultural, viticultural, aquacultural, forestry,
dairy, livestock, poultry, bee or farm product.
Raising plants at nurseries that sell exclusively
retail are not included, or;
2)
The cutting or removing of both of
timber, other solid wood products, including
Christmas trees, and biomass from forestlands

for commercial purposes. The services
also include all the work incidental thereto,
including but not limited to, construction and
maintenance of roads, fuel breaks, firebreaks,
stream crossings, landings, skid trails, beds for
falling trees, fire hazard abatement, and site
preparation that involves disturbance of soil or
burning of vegetation following forest removal
activities. Forest operations include the cutting
or removal of trees, tops, limbs and or brush,
which is processed into lumber and other wood
products, and or for landscaping materials,
or biomass for electrical power generation.
Forest operations do not include conversion
of forestlands to other land uses such as
residential or commercial developments.
Agricultural Vehicle means:
1) A vehicle owned by a farming business,
not operated for compensation, and used
exclusively in agricultural operations. This
includes supply trucks, cattle trucks, and
other vehicles, but excludes vehicles that do
not directly support farming operations such
as personal use vehicles, vehicles rented or
leased out, or vehicles used in a transportation
business, or;
2) A vehicle not owned by a farming
business that is exclusively engaged in
agricultural operations. This includes manure
spreaders, hay dispensing trucks, water trucks,
bedding trucks and others, but excludes
vehicles that supply any products, materials,
personnel, or equipment to the farm except as
allowed in (4) below, or;
3) A vehicle that exclusively transports
any horticultural, viticultural, aquacultural,
forestry, dairy, livestock, poultry, bee or farm
products such as raw, unprocessed crops,
livestock, fish, or fowl from the farm to the first
point of processing after harvest.
4) An on-road vehicle, or a tractortrailer combination, specially designed for
the purposes of delivering fertilizer or crop
protection chemicals that is required to display
a hazardous material placard and exclusively
delivers fertilizer or crop protection chemicals
for use in agricultural operations from a
distribution center to a farm, and is owned
by a business holding a valid fertilizer or pest
control license.
Owners of such vehicles must hold;
a. A valid pest control dealer license
issued by the California Department of
Pesticide Regulation as required under Food &
Agricultural Code, Division 6, Chapter 7, Article
6, Section 12101 or;
b. A valid fertilizing materials license
issued by the California Department of Food
and Agriculture as required under Food &
Agricultural Code, Division 7, Chapter 5, Article
4, Section 14591(a) and
2. Such vehicles must exclusively
carry products defined under law and be
required to display an appropriate placard, as
required by the United States Department of
Transportation.
The rule goes on to define a farm,
farming business, first point of processing,
requirements for agricultural fleets, and many
other details, definitions and requirements that
make up the complex rule.
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Another fabulous year for Central Coast
Young Farmers and Ranchers
Thank you to everyone who supported the
Central Coast Young Farmers and Ranchers,
a subcommittee of the Monterey County Farm
Bureau in 2008. We appreciate your support
throughout the last year and wanted to share
our 2008 successes with you.
Crab Feed – Our 4th Annual Crab Feed

was held in February and helped to raise
more than $14,000 for our YF&R Scholarship
program. More than 300 people attended
this sold out event and feasted on fantastic
crab and the famous Mazzuca pasta sauce.
Tickets will go on sale soon…so keep checking
your email and our website. It will be another

A dozen or more Monterey County Young Farmers and Ranchers made a strong appearance
in this year’s Oldtown Salinas Holiday Parade of Lights. Lindsay Buckner, John DeCarli, JR
& Jennifer Harper, Steve McShane and others helped to decorate two flatbed trucks filled
with hay courtesy of Allen Renz. Both trucks featured more than 1,000 lights powered by
a 1500-watt Inverter and a gas generator on loan from one of our very own Farm Bureau
members. The entry included two eight-foot Christmas trees from McShane’s Nursery and a
gas powered barbecue. The team running the barbecue claimed to have cooked near fifteen
pounds of chicken while “cruising” the parade route. Committee members organizing the float
entry promise an even bigger and better representation of the Young Farmers and Ranchers
next year.

Enjoying CCYFR’s Christmas party are, from left to right, Colby Willoughby, Jessica Harris,
Kate Hitchcock, Jennifer Oberg and Rita Gordon.
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promising event that you do not want to miss
out on!   
California YFR Conference – The
Central Coast Chapter of YFR hosted the 2008
California State YFR Conference in Monterey.
Through generous donations, we were able to
showcase agriculture on the Central Coast. A
big thanks to Butch Lindley and Jason Smith for
being our tour guides, to Senator Jeff Denham
for securing a tour of the Salinas Valley State
Prison Dairy Unit, and thanks to Black Abalone
Farm, Driscoll Strawberry Associates, Gizdich
Ranch, Gomes Aviation, Matsui Nursery,
Monterey Mushrooms, Martin Jefferson &
Sons, Ocean Mist Farms for hosting the tour.      
View of the Valley – Our 3rd Annual
View of the Valley was held in June at Paraiso
Vineyards, through a generous donation by
the Smith Family. This year’s Southern Style
feast, featuring pulled pork sandwiches and
cornbread, was a great opportunity for our
members to get to know each other while
dancing the night away to the Shan Johnson
Band. Attendees were also treated to wine
tasting at Smith & Hook vineyards and a free
bus ride, complete with portable toilets, from
Braga Ranches and Tanimura & Antle.
Harvest Dance – Our 5th Annual Harvest
Dance was held in October at Chapin Pines.
This event could not have happened without
the generosity of The Don Chapin Company.
Everyone in attendance enjoyed the famous
YF&R bar-b-que and the fantastic sounds of
The Shan Johnson Band. With the success
of the event, we were able to donate $3,800
to Ag Against Hunger.
Holiday Party – YFR hosted another
successful Holiday Party at Casa Sorrento,
donating more than 40 new toys to the local

CCYFRs Abby Taylor-Silva and Kristina
Chavez Wyatt.
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discussions about farm issues at the California
Farm Bureau Federation annual meeting in
Burlingame.
Executive Director Bob Perkins praised
both contestants and said he hoped to see
them return to the Discussion Meet next
December.
Meanwhile, Monterey County Farm
Bureau delegates Jason Smith and Dirk
Giannini, along with alternate delegates Bob
Martin and April England-Mackie, debated
changes to Farm Bureau policy in the state
House of Delegates meeting.

look closer.

sCheid Vineyards
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Two candidates in the statewide
Discussion Meet representing Central Coast
Young Farmers and Ranchers held their own
in the first couple of rounds in the competition
in December but didn’t make the final cut.
Kristina Wyatt and Jesse Lopez advanced
to the Elite Eight semi-final round of the
Young Farmers and Ranchers Committee’s
Discussion Meet but didn’t make it to the
Final Four.
The two represented Central Coast
Young Farmers and Ranchers in the annual
competition. They competed in several

313 salinas street / salinas ca 93901

Jesse Lopez, this year’s CCYFR chair, and
Colby Willoughby.

Monterey candidates came close in discussion meet

[ belli architectural group ]

Toys for Tots drive.
Scholarship Program – Through our
scholarship program we gave $6,000 in
scholarships to nine talented individuals.
Scholarships were awarded to: John Piercy
of Gonzales, Karse Guidici of King City, Willi
Ortner of Hollister, Ryan Jefferson of Salinas,
Ashley LaBrier of Salinas, Cesar Mendoza
of Soledad, Melissa Costa of Soledad,
Nereyda Garcia of Hollister and Kyle Thorp of
Greenfield. All scholarship recipients showed
great promise for the future of agriculture on
the Central Coast.        
CCYFR Executive Committee – We
would like to welcome our new executive
committee including Vice Chair – Drew Butler,
VP of Activities – Allan Renz, VP of Membership
- Kristina Chavez Wyatt, Treasurer – Abby
Taylor-Silva, Secretary – Lindsey Buckner,
Director of Government Affairs – Martin
Jefferson, Farm Bureau and Monterey County
Ag Education Liasion – John DeCarli and Matt
Cauley, Directors of Marketing and Public
Relations – Jessica Harris and Kate Hitchcock,
Director of Bar-b-que – Steven Handley and
Aaron Tilley and Past Chair – April England
Mackie. We are looking forward to another
successful year for YFR.
CCYFR Website – We finally have a
website up and running. We will be posting
meeting and event information, pictures and
YFR updates on a monthly basis. Look for
our new and improved website in 2009 at
www.ccyfr.org.
If you have any questions about our
programs, meeting dates or our “famous barb-que,” please feel free to email us at ccyfr@
hotmail.com or call the Monterey County Farm
Bureau office at 831-751-3100.
We hope you are as excited about our
accomplishments as we are. Our successes
would not have been possible without your
support. Thank you for your generosity in
2008 and we look forward to your continued
support in 2009.
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Growing and shipping produce is a tough business.
And we should know.
For 75 years our attorneys have handled every legal issue facing the agriculture industry.
If agriculture is your business we should be your law firm. Noland Hamerly and Agriculture.

Together we grow.
Tel: 831-424-1414
www.LettuceLaw.com

Monterey County Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 1449
Salinas, CA 93902
Phone: 831-751-3100
Fax: 831-751-3167
Email: MCFB@MontereyCFB.com
Office Hours: 7:30 am — 4:30 pm (M-F)

Serving Monterey County Agriculture
Since 1917
Farm Bureau on the Web:
Monterey County Farm Bureau http://www.MontereyCFB.com
California Farm Bureau http://www.CFBF.com
American Farm Bureau http://www.FB.com
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