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Schwarzenegger says no
to Williamson Act

California Farm Bureau
Young Farmers and
Ranchers Leadership
Conference will be held
in Sonoma County March
12-14, 2010. The theme for
the event will be “Farming
Beyond your Field”

Robert Marini
Robert Marini Ins Agency
1093 South Main St. #210
Salinas, CA 93901

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger has said there will be no Williamson Act subvention
funds as long as he is governor, Farm Bureau’s land use expert said. Now Farm Bureau leaders
will try to convince key legislators to restore at least some of the funding in the coming year to
keep counties on board.
California Farm Bureau Federation Taxation and Land Use Director John Gamper told
delegates to the CFBF Annual Meeting that Schwarzenegger finally rejected requests that he
restore the funding.
Without the state money that offsets some of the cost, cash-strapped counties may decide
to abandon the farmland preservation program. As an alternative, some counties have already
begun exploring ways to get money from local taxpayers or from local farm land owners to keep
the program going.
Over half the farm land in California is protect under Williamson Act
contracts the offer reduced taxes in exchange for long-term commitments to
keep the land in agriculture.
Even if counties decide to bail out of the program, they may not see
increased taxes any time soon. The contracts cannot be cancelled by
government and can only be non-renewed, starting a countdown until the
contracts run out. While contracts were originally for ten years, so-called
License #0585163 Super Williamson Act contracts are for 20 years, and in some places like
Monterey County, the basic contracts have also been 20-year contracts. If
Tel 831-754-2722
land owners protest non-renewal, they can retain their tax benefit until their
Fax 831-424-4761
contracts have less than five years remaining. For 20-year contract holders
like those in Monterey County, that means sixteen years of continued tax
breaks and no increased revenue for the county.

Our OperatiOn cOvers a lOt Of acreage,
a lOt Of histOry, and almOst every aspect Of grOwing, packing, and shipping.

AmericAn Agcredit covers All our finAncing needs.
david costa of costa farms knows that having a diversified business helps ensure success. generations of his family have been customers of american agcredit for pretty
much the same reason: since 1916 we’ve been a strong, stable, and diversified lender,

England-Mackie
named state Jaycees’
Outstanding Young Farmer
April England-Mackie received the
Outstanding Young Farmers Award from the
California Junior Chamber recently. She
was chosen “because of your passion and
contributions to food safety and water quality.”
“I am so overwhelmed,” said EnglandMackie. She is food safety and farm programs
manager for Martin Jefferson & Sons in Marina.
She was the guest of honor at the
Annual Outstanding Young Farmers Luncheon
in Visalia, where she a gave a speech to
Jaycees about her experience, contributions
and passion for farming. She was introduced
by Brian Higgins, president of the Salinas
Jaycees, which was the nominating chapter.
The awards luncheon was sponsored by
Farm Credit West and the California Jaycees
Order of the Tiger.

offering loans and leases tailored to the needs of individual farmers. looking for a lender
that can help finance every part of your operation? look to american agcredit.
call the agricultural loan specialists at 800.800.4865 or
visit www.agloan.com
part of the farm credit system. equal Opportunity lender.
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American Farm Bureau
Young Farmers and Ranchers
Leadership Conference will
be held in Tulsa, Oklahoma on
February 20-22, 2010.
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Excellence in Agriculture award
goes to Monterey County’s Jesse Lopez
Jesse Lopez, past chair of Central Coast Young Farmers and Ranchers, was named the
winner of the California Farm Bureau Excellence in Agriculture award December 7.
Lopez won recognition for service among people who derive a majority of their income
outside the farm or ranch. He is Western sales service manager for Tanimura & Antle, a familyowned grower, packer and shipper of lettuce and other produce.
In his application, Lopez said he promotes the sustainability of agriculture by advocating
for energy efficiency, water conservation and other practices. He called water supply a key
issue for the future of agriculture, noting that water shortages forced Tanimura & Antle to fallow
thousands of acres of land this year.
“Safe and reliable sources of irrigation and drinking water need to be secured for our future
existence to feed ourselves,” Lopez said.
CFBF recognized award winners from its Young Farmers and Ranchers program during
the 91st California Farm Bureau Annual Meeting in Anaheim.
Lopez will represent California in national competitions to be held in January during the
American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting in Seattle.
Lopez earned a $4,000 cash prize.
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Jesse Lopez, right, was presented the Excellence in Agriculture award at the December 2009
annual meeting of the California Farm Bureau Federation. Here, he stands next to CFBF
President Doug Moebar on stage as the award citation is read. Lopez also competed in the
Young Farmers and Ranchers Discussion Meet during the convention.
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Ed Boutonnet among Cal Poly honored alumni
Ed Boutonnet was among Cal Poly
graduates presented the Cal Poly Alumni
Association’s Honored Alumni Award at the
2009 Homecoming Weekend in October.
Boutonnet, a 1962 graduate, is now
president and CEO of Ocean Mist Farms.
Cal Poly’s Honored Alumni Award is the
highest honor bestowed upon Cal Poly alumni.
The award was established more than 30 years
ago to provide recognition for outstanding

graduates and former students of Cal Poly.
The award now recognizes alumni
from the university’s six academic colleges:
Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences;
Architecture and Environmental Design;
Orfalea College of Business; Engineering;
Liberal Arts; Science and Mathematics which
includes the School of Education.
In addition to Boutonnet, honored alumni
for 2009 included:

Failure to conduct diesel opacity tests
leads to state penalties
The Air Resources Board is among the agencies showing a new enthusiasm for enforcing
penalties on California businesses. ARB has been nailing trucking companies that haven’t
complied with ARB’s opacity test for diesel smoke emissions.
Bob Martin recently told Farm Bureau directors that he has collected a file of probably a
hundred fines of truck fleets for not conducting opacity testing. He said the Air Resources Board
is going back two years, and if a company doesn’t don’t have the required records, they
are fined.
ARB has gone after low-hanging fruit, targeting the largest truck fleets, but Martin said the
size of fleets being fined is decreasing, and ARB is now getting into the Salinas Valley.
Because ARB has not enforced the test requirement, companies have not been recording
the test. The issue appears to be not whether the equipment can pass this or other air quality
tests but rather the fact that truck owners have failed to comply. It’s easy money for the ARB.
Truck owners can find information about the Diesel Snap-Acceleration Opacity Test online
at http://www.arb.ca.gov/enf/hdvip/hdvip_pamphlet.pdf.

Martin Jefferson & Sons
Custom Laser Leveling
g
Make your land the same grade
for consistent water movement and distribution
Equipped for all types of jobs
Single or double carryalls as well as finish scrapers

Over 15 years experience
Specializing in ag leveling on the Central Coast
Available services include reservoirs and dozer work
Call for free quotes:

Allan Jefferson - 831/809-7074
Martin Jefferson & Sons Office - 831/384-1300
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Wallace B. Gordon (ARCH ’79, ’80).
Darran S. Littlefield (BUS ’85).
Arlene Chandler, (EDUC ’63).
Jon Monett (ENG, ’64).
Paul L. Cousineau (GRC ’85).
Robert H. Davis (MATH ’65).
Manfred Sander (ASCI ’53).

Farm Bureau asks
members to fill out
equipment survey
Farm Bureau is asking members to fill out
an equipment survey, online at http://www.cfbf.
com/agoffroadsurvey/. The November 25 Ag
Alert contained a story on page 6 about the ag
equipment survey, being done in cooperation
with the Fresno Foundation. Farm Bureau
will be collecting the surveys and removing
individual identifying information to insure
anonymity to participants.
Other ag organizations are also
encouraging members to fill out the survey,
so be sure you only submit it once.
Using the link to the CFBF website at
http://www.cfbf.com/agoffroadsurvey/ to fill out
the survey is the most time and cost efficient.
For members who don’t want to use the online
survey, contact Monterey County Farm Bureau
at 831/751-3100, and we will send you a
printed copy.
There are three surveys: one for growers,
one for 100 percent custom operators and
one for first point processors. Agricultural
producers who also operate custom business
should only complete the agricultural producer
survey. First point of processing facilities
includes packinghouses, cotton gins, nut
hullers and processors, as well as dehydrators
and feed and grain mills. The processor survey
form includes a more detailed definition. Each
member will only fill out only one survey.
Equipment dealers will get their own survey
later.
California Farm Bureau will use an
internal numbering system so they can resolve
any conflicting information. For example,
Fresno Foundation might call CFBF and ask
about CFBF-54 because it contains some
conflicting data (i.e. they have listed a 1948
tractor as being used 20,000 hours/year).
CFBF would check who filled out survey 54
and call them to verify the information. Farm
Bureau had similar experiences on the truck
survey, but it is more rare than common and
the vast majority of respondents will not have to
be contacted for clarification. All of this is done
to protect the confidentiality of our members
so the state does not receive any personal
information.

Farm Focus - a publication of Monterey County Farm Bureau - December 2009

Ag waiver process gives more time
for agriculture to offer alternative
together by staff which prevented fair review
of the draft proposals.
“The CCRWQCB Board spent
considerable time discussing this item,
including questions to staff and to the people
who commented. Chairman Young wanted a
workshop for an Ag presentation to the Board,
and noted that the process does NOT have to
be completed by July, 2010. Lisa McCann, the
supervisor in charge of the process agreed.”

look closer.
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831/424.4620
www.bagaia.com

Harden Foundation

313 salinas street / salinas ca 93901

at each stage to respond in writing. Kirk
addressed the need for a CCRWQCB Board
workshop before the CEQA process starts,
and preferably prior to the first draft. Kevin
pointed out that the schedule does not allow
the representatives on the Ag Panel to confer
with their respective association boards before
comments are due. Kris spoke about the
diversity representation which needed to be
consulted prior to responding in writing. Kay
likewise addressed the quick time schedule put

[ belli architectural group ]

Agriculture got more time to prepare an
alternative for the next ag waiver after the
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control
Board heard farm representatives criticize the
tight schedule proposed by RWQCB staff to
prepare the new waiver.
Proposed alternatives will now be
submitted by April 1, with a May 12 workshop to
review the staff draft and alternatives, marking
the start of the CEQA process. Staff in late
November laid out a schedule that would have
started the CEQA process in early January
before the draft was released and would have
required agriculture to submit its alternative in
early February.
Speaking on behalf of agriculture were:
Gail Delihant, Western Growers; Kari Fisher,
California Farm Bureau; Kirk Schmidt, Central
Coast Water Quality Preservation, Inc.; Kevin
Merrill, Santa Barbara Farm Bureau; Kris
O’Conner, Vineyard Team; Anne Myhre, area
farmer; and, Kay Mercer, Central Coast Ag
Water Quality Coalition.
Schmidt said, “The change to the
proposed timeline is very good for agriculture,
as we will now have sufficient time to review
the first draft prior to delivering proposed
alternatives. More time is allowed to develop
the alternatives. Furthermore, the CEQA
process will start later, and give us time to
convince the CCRWQCB Board and their
attorney of the need to adhere to their CEQA
obligations.”
Merrill said, “I want to thank Kari and
Kirk for a job well done yesterday. I also want
to thank Gail Delihant from Western Growers
for speaking as well. The Regional Board
listened to us and seemed committed to having
a transparent process. I believe the board
understands that this process will take time
and in all likelihood will not be done in July.
They seemed open to the idea of renewing
the existing waiver for a limited time in order
to make this process work.
“ I would like to begin the process of
writing the first draft of our proposal for the
waiver renewal, including input from all of
ag throughout Region 3, after the holidays,
starting on the 4th of January.”
Also presenting oral comments, Schmidt
said, was Steve Shimek, who was allowed
15 minutes to for a presentation on behalf
of Monterey Coastkeepers, Santa Barbara
Channel Keeper and Environmental Defense
Center. He had a PowerPoint and spoke
mostly about pollution and removal of riparian
vegetation. He urged the board to keep the
July, 2010 deadline for a new Waiver.
Summarizing agriculture’s presentation,
Schmidt reported, “Gail addressed the short
time to respond to the draft. Kari focused
on the poor grasp that CCRWQCB staff and
legal counsel had of the time required in the
CEQA process, particularly the need for time
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Granzella experience underlines importance of the right insurance
By John Valentine, Nationwide Insurance

[

STATE FUND & FARM BUREAU—
WORKING HAND IN GLOVE
SINCE 1943.

W H AT ’ S O N E
WITHOUT
THE OTHER?

]

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.

On the afternoon of October 11, 2007,
Jim Granzella sat in his pickup truck in shock
and despair. The pickup’s doors were locked
and windows raised to avoid reporters, and to
avoid smoke from the massive fire that was
methodically destroying his life’s work.
Granzella’s popular business, located in
Williams, CA, was burning to the ground, and
there was nothing the fire fighters could do to
prevent its complete destruction.
In 1973, Jim and his wife of twenty four
years, Beverly, moved north to Williams from
the Contra Costa County, a hundred miles to
the south. Interstate 5, the main north/south
artery in California, had just opened. There
weren’t many rest stop opportunities for
travelers between Sacramento and Redding,
and Jim sensed potential at the Williams off
ramp.

The Granzellas bought a building and
started a deli. They added pizza and ice
cream, and gradually expanded to a full fledged
restaurant, an inn, and a sports bar replete with
hundreds of sports memorabilia, and a genuine
stuffed ten foot Alaskan polar bear.
By 2007, Granzella’s had become a
favorite stop for travelers, was the third largest
employer in Colusa County, employed 150
people, and was a major source of tax revenue
for the city and county.
And Jim Granzella, at age 79, sat in his
pickup truck, windows rolled up, watching his
life’s work vanish in smoke and flames.
Bob Bargioni at George Peterson
Insurance had been Jim’s insurance agent
for thirteen years. Bob placed Granzella’s
business insurance with Allied Insurance.
He made sure the Granzellas had the right
protection, including current values and loss
of income protection. Bargioni’s professional
care for his client paid off for Jim Granzella, his

business, and his employees when the worst
case scenario occurred.
Ten months from the day of the fire,
Granzella’s reopened. The firefighters
had managed to save most of the sports
memorabilia and, yes, the polar bear. Today,
business is better than ever. Jim Granzella,
now 81, is prouder than ever of the business
he built, and then rebuilt.
Getting your insurance right isn’t
necessarily getting your insurance cheap. It
means finding an agent you can trust, who will
do a thorough and professional job for you –
teamed with a financially strong, customer
focused company like Allied Insurance. Allied
is a member of the Nationwide Insurance
family, whose employees’ mission is to be On
Your Side.
The next time you’re on I-5 in northern
California, take the Williams off ramp and stop
in at Granzella’s. Jim would love to show you
around.

Crops aren’t ‘high risk,’ Farm Bureau says
No crops should be singled out as “high risk” in food safety regulations, California Farm
Bureau says, thanks to a recommendation from Monterey County.
Monterey delegates to the CFBF annual meeting successfully changed a policy statement
with their argument that no crop should be named high risk. Dirk Giannini presented the policy
change to delegates from across the state.
He asked that the term “high risk crops” be dropped from the draft policy and that the policy
add a statement that no crop should be designated as high risk.
The policy on food safety was among December 8 changes the delegates approved for
CFBF’s published policy book that guides the organization’s work throughout the year.
Also representing Monterey County at the state meeting were Jason Smith, April EnglandMackie and Celeste Settrini.

Some things just fit...like State
Fund and the Farm Bureau.
Together, we have a morethan-60-year history of
helping you handle the
toughest jobs on thefarm
with practical safety programs,
and a custom workers’
compensation plan available
only to California farmers.
Try us on. We fit any size. Just
talk to your broker, or give us
a call at 1-800-773-7667.
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April England-Mackie, right, talks with Dirk Giannini, left, and Jason Smith during a break
in deliberations at the House of Delegates at the California Farm Bureau Annual Meeting
in December. Giannini and Smith were Monterey’s delegates to the convention. EnglandMackie and Celeste Settrini participated as alternate delegates, taking turns with the
delegates to take part in policy debate. Delegates debate and adopt Farm Bureau published
policy for the coming year and elect officers and directors of the statewide organization.
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Dirk Giannini and Jason Smith, Monterey County Farm Bureau’s delegates to the California Farm Bureau Annual Meeting, listen as CFBF
President Doug Mosebar gives his opening speech at the convention.

Bob Stallman, president of American Farm
Bureau Federation, addressed California’s
county Farm Bureau presidents and
executive directors at a private breakfast
meeting.

Paul Wenger, left, shakes hands with Doug Mosebar moments after delegates at the
California Farm Bureau Annual Meeting elected Wenger to replace Mosebar as president
of the organization. In a brief, emotional farewell, Mosebar thanked delegates for the
opportunity to lead the organization for the past four years. Delegates also advanced Kenny
Watkins of Linden to first vice president and elected Jamie Johansson of Oroville as the new
second vice president. Wenger has been a statewide Farm Bureau officer since 1997, when
he was elected second vice president. He was elected first vice president in 2005. He vowed
to represent the organization vigorously and “open new doors to make sure farmers’ voices
are heard.” Resolving the state’s water crisis, Wenger said, will be a top priority for the new
Farm Bureau leadership. He said the package of water bills passed by the state Legislature
last month are not sufficient by itself to solve the current crisis and that even more needs to
be done. “We’re going to be very engaged and make sure that any infrastructure we get,
water storage or conveyance, will meet the needs of California well into the future,” he said,
adding that he plans to build alliances with associated industries and other partners “to work
together for a long-term solution for all of California.”
(Includes material from Ag Alert.)

Choose your
health plan online
HealthNet has provided a
website that can help you
choose a Farm Bureau health
plan from HealthNet. You can
see the prices and plans fast.
Visit
www.FARMHEALTHNET.
com.
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Monterey County Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 1449
Salinas, CA 93902
Phone: 831-751-3100
Fax: 831-751-3167
Email: MCFB@MontereyCFB.com
Office Hours: 7:30 am — 4:30 p.m. (M-F)

Serving Monterey County Agriculture
Since 1917
Farm Bureau on the Web:
Monterey County Farm Bureau http://www.MontereyCFB.com
California Farm Bureau http://www.CFBF.com
American Farm Bureau http://www.FB.com
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