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Waste Not Want Not:
Family Company Recognized for Taking the Long View
Hard work, planning, and a long-term
vision for the future lead Gills Onions to
reduce energy costs and waste from their
farming and processing operations. The
unveiling of the new Advance Energy Recovery
System (AERS) now in use at the Oxnard
onion processing plant is a major, innovative
contribution to the way agriculture does
business.
Steve and David Gill, household names
in the Salinas Valley, are principals of Gills
Onions – a 25-year old, family-owned and

Linda Adams, Secretary of California Environmental Protection Agency tells the audience that
the Gills Onions’ renewable energy project is the first of its kind for the state. Looking on are
(left to right) Nikki Rodoni, Gill’s Onions Director of Sustainability; Steven Gill, co-owner; A.G.
Kawamura, Secretary of Agriculture.

Our OperatiOn cOvers a lOt Of acreage,
a lOt Of histOry, and almOst every aspect Of grOwing, packing, and shipping.

Steven Gill, co-owner of Gill’s Onions,
addresses a crowd at the July ceremony and
commemoration of an Alternative Energy
Recovery System (AERS) generating 600
kilowatts of power that will off-set one
hundred percent of the onion processing
plant’s power needs. The power source is
onion juice from crop field waste converted
to biogas.

AmericAn Agcredit covers All our finAncing needs.
david costa of costa farms knows that having a diversified business helps ensure success. generations of his family have been customers of american agcredit for pretty
much the same reason: since 1916 we’ve been a strong, stable, and diversified lender,
offering loans and leases tailored to the needs of individual farmers. looking for a lender
that can help finance every part of your operation? look to american agcredit.
call the agricultural loan specialists at 800.800.4865 or
visit www.agloan.com
part of the farm credit system. equal Opportunity lender.
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On The Cover: Co-owners of Gills
Onions receive check from Southern
California Gas Company during RibbonCutting Ceremony for the Alternative
Energy Recovery System (AERS) now
at Oxnard Gills Onions processing
plant. Left to Right: Nikki Rodoni, Gills
Onions Director of Sustainability; Bill
Deaton, AERS Project Engineer; Steven
Gill; David Gill; Hal Snyder, Southern
California Gas Company; Linda Adams,
CA Environmental Protection Agency;
A.G. Kawamura, Secretary CDFA.
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The
AdvancedEnergy
Energy
Recovery
System
(AERS)
operating
atOnions
Gills Onions
processing
The Advanced
Recovery
System
(AERS)
now now
operating
at Gills
processing
plant.
plant.
operated grower and food processor with the
is relatively new to commercial industry, but
largest fresh onion processing plant in the has been used by NASA for generating power
world. Bob Martin, past President of Monterey
with no emissions in the space shuttle. Bill
County Farm Bureau, is General Manager Deaton, chemical engineer and the AERS
of a sister company, Rio Farms in King City.
Project Manager says, “Independence from
All were on hand for a very special event
the grid allows Gills greater flexibility in dealing
and ribbon cutting on July 17th organized by
with power availability and costs in today’s
Steve’s daughter Nikki Rodoni, Director of unpredictable markets.” A brief video of the
Sustainability for Gills Onions. Nikki’s efforts ribbon-cutting and the project can be seen by
shone through as dignitaries from all over the
going to the home page of the Gills Onions
state showed up to congratulate Gills Onions
website : www.gillsonions.com.
for raising the bar of innovation and partnership
Monterey County Farm Bureau
for the agricultural industry.
congratulates Gills Onions for their successful
“We needed to solve a waste problem to
efforts at keeping Central Coast agriculture
help make the company more profitable, and
on the cutting edge of technology and
the resulting process has the added benefit of
sustainability.
being sustainable,” says Steve Gill.
100% of Gills Onions daily onion waste
can now be converted into both clean energy
and high value cattle feed. By extracting
the juice out of the onion waste and letting
it ferment in an anaerobic digester system,
the AERS creates enough biogas to power
two on-site 300 kilowatt fuel cells. That is the
equivalent of powering 460 homes for a year
Evan Oakes
and will provide up to 100% of the processing
P.O. Box 2634, Monterey, CA 93942
plant’s base load electricity requirements. The
Phone: 831-761-8463 • Fax: 831-761-5461
project will return $700,000 of savings back to
www.agventuretours.com • email: evan@agventuretours.com
Gills in annual electricity
costs. There will be an
additional $400,000 per
year of savings from the
avoided cost of diesel
fuel for land application
of onion waste, as well
as substantial federal
tax credits and state
Robert Marini
License #0585163
incentives. All told the
$9.5 million project will be
paid back within six years
Robert Marini Ins Agency
Tel 831-754-2722
and continue providing
1093 South Main St. #210
Fax 831-424-4761
annual savings.
Salinas,
CA
93901
Fuel cell technology
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Governor eliminates
Williamson Act funding
On July 28, Governor Schwarzenegger
signed AB X4 1 after he used his veto power
to cut an additional $656 million from the
General Fund Budget including $489 million in
line item vetoes. This included suspension of
$27.7 million in funding for the Williamson Act
subvention program which Farm Bureau and
others worked to get included in the budget
passed by the legislature.
The governor indicated at his budget
signing press conference that he did not
want to make the additional cuts including
the funding for Williamson Act, but felt they
were necessary in order to create a prudent
reserve. The governor specifically referred to
the Williamson Act suspension in his press
conference, and said the cuts were not just
bad, they were ugly. Later in the day a
spokesperson for the governor indicated that
the governor was forced to make virtually every
possible cut that was allowed under the law.
However, we are still very disappointed that
funding for Williamson Act was not preserved
and we strongly opposed this budget balancing
maneuver.

The fact that the Assembly failed to pass
the diversion of the local gasoline excise tax
to pay down state transportation general
obligation bond debt and the Tranquillon
Ridge oil drilling legislation, put the budget
$156 million out of balance. The governor
wanted to bring the budget back to balance
and create at least a $500 million reserve
for economic uncertainties and or natural
disasters. Considering the fact that in reality,
the budget may be out of balance very soon
due to a continued decline in state revenues,
the governor and legislature will likely continue
budget negotiations in August when the
legislature returns from its summer recess.
There is a slight possibility that Williamson
Act funding could be restored as the budget
talks continue. Farm Bureau will continue to
push for restoration of the 2009-10 funding.
The continuation of California’s most
important land conservation program is being
seriously challenged because of the final
cuts to the 2009-10 State Budget, said Farm
Bureau.
Governor Schwarzenegger ’s line

Martin Jefferson & Sons
Custom Laser Leveling
g
Make your land the same grade
for consistent water movement and distribution
Equipped for all types of jobs
Single or double carryalls as well as finish scrapers

Over 15 years experience
Specializing in ag leveling on the Central Coast
Available services include reservoirs and dozer work
Call for free quotes:

Allan Jefferson - 831/809-7074
Martin Jefferson & Sons Office - 831/384-1300
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item vetoes included the suspension of the
Williamson Act subvention funds for the 200910 fiscal year that began on July 1st.
The loss of the proposed $27.7 million
dollars may jeopardize this landmark
conservation program that has proved to be
effective in preserving and protecting farm and
ranch land in California.
If counties choose to exit the program
by nonrenewing all of their Williamson Act
contracts, landowners only option would be
to protest the notice of nonrenewal. A written
protest filed with counties would result in the
maintenance of the Williamson Act property
values until there is less than six years on the
contract. For the 20-year contracts in place in
Monterey County, that means Williamson Act
property values would remain in place for the
next 14 years, after which time the property
taxes on the farm or ranch land would escalate
very quickly to the acquisition value under
Proposition 13.
The Williamson Act is unique because it
combines a planning and zoning tool with a
property tax policy and an open space policy.
The result has been the retention of millions
of acres of agricultural land in agricultural use
and the improvement of the financial stability
of state’s agricultural economy.
An eventual demise of the Williamson
Act due to California’s ongoing budget crisis
could result in a return to the land use policies
of the 1960’s and 1970’s that resulted in the
loss of millions of acres of farm and ranch land,
including watershed areas and wildlife habitat,
to uncontrolled urban and suburban growth.
In addition to the property tax relief,
over half of California farmers and ranchers
participate in the Williamson Act because
they believe that farming and ranching is the
highest and best use of their land, they have
an emotional attachment to the land and they
want to pass it on to the next generation as
farm or ranch land. The loss of the Williamson
Act’s property tax relief could jeopardize our
next generations of California food producers.
Williamson Act and its agricultural
preserve status that it grants landowners also
provides much needed certainty that they will
be able to continue to farm or ranch land their
land without the intrusion of incompatible nonagricultural uses.
Farm Bureau’s goal as an organization
is to help provide an environment where
farmers and ranchers can continue to conduct
their businesses. The Williamson Act has
served California well by providing such an
environment.
The governor’s unilateral action poses
a serious risk to continuation of all of these
economic and environmental benefits.
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The Fifth Annual Sustainable Ag Expo
will be held on November 16 & 17 at the
Embassy Suites in San Luis Obispo. Attendee
registration is now open; all members of
the Monterey County Farm Bureau receive
$50 savings on registration fees for being a
member of a partner organization.
This year’s program offers a great group
of speakers with presentations on a variety
of topics surrounding sustainable agriculture.
Presentations this year include social equity,
agriculture preservation, water issues, and
marketing your sustainable initiatives. A.G.

Kawamura, California Food & Agriculture
Department Secretary, will be the opening
speaker. For more information and for program
details check the Agenda regularly.
Click here to register and take advantage
of your $50 partner organization savings. For
more information visit www.sustainableagexpo.
org or call 805.369.2288.

Information about either E. John Nielsen
or Carl Nielsen is sought by Karen Cultrera
(Andrus), (cultrera1@aol.com) who wrote:
“I was doing some research on my great
grandfather in regards to the 80th annual state
convention.
“I know my grandfather E. John Nielsen
was a member (of Monterey County Farm
Bureau), but I am trying to find out if his father
Carl Nielsen was a member. Any help would
be appreciated. I am a board member of San
Joaquin Co. Farm Bureau.”

look closer.

Leadership Farm
Bureau accepting
applications

Conundrum Winery

[ belli architectural group ]

Applications for the Leadership Farm
Bureau Class of 2010 are now available online
at www.cfbf.com. A tentative class calendar is
also available. Application deadline is October
15, 2009.
What is LFB?
LFB is a training program developed by
Farm Bureau to assist members in reaching
their full leadership potential. Members
receive over 250 hours of training in seven
sessions on a variety of topics including
personal development, governmental affairs,
and California agriculture. A lobbying trip to
Washington DC and an opportunity to tour
agriculture operations in another region of the
United States round out the program.
Who should apply?
Farm Bureau members who are interested
in learning more about the organization and
developing the skills and expertise needed to
lead Farm Bureau and the agriculture industry
into the future. If you or someone you know
is a County Farm Bureau Board Member,
newly elected Officer, YF&R County Chair or
State Committee member, or a Farm Bureau
member looking to step into a leadership
position, LFB is designed with you in mind!
Detailed information about the program,
a tentative 2010 calendar and a complete
application package is available online at
http://www.cfbf.com/programs/lfb/apply.cfm.
For information, contact Danielle Rau,
Program Director, Leadership Development,
California Farm Bureau Federation, (916) 5615598, cell (916) 384-8923, drau@cfbf.com.
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831/424.4620
www.bagaia.com

Monterey County Farm Bureau Members Save $50!

Info sought about
John or Carl Nielsen

313 salinas street / salinas ca 93901

The 5th Annual Sustainable Ag Expo
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Providing Tools for Political Action

[

STATE FUND & FARM BUREAU—
WORKING HAND IN GLOVE
SINCE 1943.

W H AT ’ S O N E
WITHOUT
THE OTHER?
Some things just fit...like State
Fund and the Farm Bureau.
Together, we have a morethan-60-year history of
helping you handle the
toughest jobs on thefarm
with practical safety programs,
and a custom workers’
compensation plan available
only to California farmers.
Try us on. We fit any size. Just
talk to your broker, or give us
a call at 1-800-773-7667.
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State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.

As you know, farming and ranching is
more than a full time job - it is 7 days a week,
52 weeks a year to produce a safe, affordable
and abundant supply of food, fiber and flowers
for consumers.
However, times have changed and
farmers and ranchers are encountering
challenges like never before.
Faced with high costs of doing business,
increased regulations and a shift in legislative
representation from rural areas to more
urbanized areas, many have found it is no
longer business as usual for agriculture. You
are now required to assume the dual role of
advocate and agriculturalist.
While no one person can face these
obstacles alone, Farm Bureau has the tools to

help you weather the storm. Together, Farm
Bureau’s Fund to Protect the Family Farm
(FARM PAC®) and our grassroots program, the
FARM TEAM, have organized the strength of
farmers and ranchers to work together and pool
resources to protect our agricultural heritage.
Activist organizations like the United Farm
Workers (UFW) and the Humane Society of
the United States (HSUS) have more than
perfected the art of activating their grassroots
base. Whether it is raising dollars, writing
letters or showing up at events, when these
organizations put out a call for action, their
followers respond in amazing numbers.
Traditionally, farmers and ranchers
haven’t held such roles and haven’t always
made political action a main priority in their
business plans. Today we have the tools in
place to make this a reality, now is the time to
step up and be heard!
FARM PAC has been the voice for
farming and ranching in the political arena for
more than 30 years. As a result of voluntary
contributions from individuals like you, FARM
PAC is able to support candidates who will work
in the best interest of California’s farms and
ranches, regardless of their party affiliation.
As California has become more urbanized,
FARM PAC has also become a valuable tool
for influencing the outcome of elections in
districts where we don’t necessarily have
the votes to make a difference, by providing
financial support to the most business friendly
candidate.
One person’s contribution may not make
much of a difference, but by pooling our
resources we can help elect decision makers
who will work to reduce the high costs of doing
business and excessive regulations.
The other side of Farm Bureau’s political
action program gives you the opportunity to
voice your opinion on important legislation and
pending regulations through the FARM TEAM.
As a FARM TEAM member, you have an
advantage by receiving e-mail Action Alerts
with up to date information and a pre-drafted
letter for sending to your elected officials.
Participating is easy and can have big impacts
by simply customizing the letter to let your
elected officials know how the issue impacts
your operation.
Your Farm Bureau team has been
keeping a watchful eye on proposed legislation.
But even with their expertise on your side,
we are approaching the end of the legislative
session and a critical time for action on your
part.
We will soon be faced with the “gut and

amend” season where Legislators can remove
the contents of a bill and replace it with new
language, often changing the subject matter
entirely, without input from those who will be
impacted by the legislation.
During this time it is important to look for
FARM TEAM alerts and take the opportunity
to voice your opinion.
To be sure you have the most up-to-date
information, sign up for FARM TEAM, look for
updates and review the Capitol Alert section
of Ag Alert.
Regardless of how you participate, your
actions help to protect California’s family farms
and ranches. Whether it is responding to an
Action Alert, attending a FARM PAC event
or checking the box on your membership
renewal, we can make a difference if we work
together.
For more information on FARM TEAM or
FARM PAC contact the Monterey Farm Bureau
office at 831-751-3100.

Apple moth
EIR released
Environmental review of the state’s Light
Brown Apple Moth eradication program shows
doing nothing is not an option. Of the handful of
treatment alternatives considered by the EIR,
only the “no project” alternative was named a
significant risk to the environment.
The report studied five ways to eradicate
LBAM and said all are under consideration for
use by California Department of Agriculture.
They are: (1) Sterile insect technique
(SIT); (2) a mating disruption (MD) pheromone;
(3) male moth attractant (MMA) treatment; (4)
biological control (Bio-P) using wasp parasites;
and, (5) foliar ground treatments.
The pheromone treatment avoids the
aerial application over urban areas that caused
controversy early in the program. Instead the
pheromone would be used over forested or
rural areas, in twist ties and in spot applications
on phone poles.
All five alternatives either posed no
significant risk or could be mitigated.
The EIR can be found online at http://www.
cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/PDEP/lbam/envimpactrpt.
html.
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Awards reinforce agriculture’s story
Public relations awards recently given
by the American Farm Bureau Federation
reinforce Farm Bureau’s success at pro-active
work to tell agriculture’s story.
Not only was the California Farm Bureau
prominent among the winners, as it usually is,
but the diversity of topics, materials and state
winners reassures Farm Bureau members
that state Farm Bureaus across the country
put style and creativity to work educating the
non-farm public as well as keeping farmers
and ranchers informed.
Among the California winners were:
Best News or Feature Series (over
70,000 members): Kate Campbell, Ching Lee
and Christine Souza, California.
Best Newspaper or Tabloid (over 70,000
members): California Farm Bureau Federation,
Communications and News Division. The
judge said California Farm Bureau’s Ag Alert
newspaper had good content and use of color,
as well as a user-friendly layout.
Best Use of Photos (over 70,000
members): Sarah Lee and Scott Monaco,
California.

Is your ad in
Farm Focus?
You can put
your business or product
in front of
farmers, ranchers and community leaders
for surprisingly affordable cost.

Best Pamphlet or Brochure (over 70,000
members): Sharlene Garcia, Sarah Lee and
Rosanna Westmoreland, California. California
Farm Bureau won an award for its pamphlet
titled 2008 Action Report: Ensuring Food
Security for our Nation, developed to show
the benefits Farm Bureau members receive for
their membership. The judge said, “This piece
was well planned out and very well executed.”
Best Graphic Design (one competition):

Matt Salvo, California.
The American Farm Bureau Federation’s
newspaper, Farm Bureau News, recently
included a double-page spread. You can find
Farm Bureau news at http://www.fb.org/index.
php. Look for “FBNEWS” and the July 6, 2009,
issue (which should be the Current Issue.) See
the story “Public Relations Awards.”

HealtH care coverage
tHat gives you a cHoice.
Health Net offers California Farm Bureau members
health care options to fit your budget and your life,
including three new PPO health insurance plans
offering 100% in-network coverage for covered
charges after calendar year deductible is met;
dental and vision plans; and the CashNet plan –
a supplemental medical expense plan.
Call your authorized Health Net agent or call us
and be one step closer to making a health care

Find out how easy it is to
advertise here.
Visit

www.MontereyCFB.com
and click on
the magazine cover.
Or call

831/751-3100

choice that works for you!

(800) 909-3447 (option 2)
California Farm Bureau health insurance plans are underwritten by Health Net Life Insurance Company; coverage is subject
to individual underwriting. Health Net Dental HMO plans are provided by Dental Benefit Providers of California, Inc. (“DBP”).
Health Net Dental PPO and Indemnity plans are underwritten by Unimerica Insurance Company. Obligations of DBP and
Unimerica Insurance Company are not the obligations of or guaranteed by Health Net, Inc. or its affiliates. © 2009 Health Net
Life Insurance Company is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Health Net® is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. Farm
Bureau is a registered service mark of American Farm Bureau Federation used under license by Health Net. All rights reserved.
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Monterey County Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 1449
Salinas, CA 93902

Presorted
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Phone: 831-751-3100
Fax: 831-751-3167
Email: MCFB@MontereyCFB.com
Office Hours: 7:30 am — 4:30 p.m. (M-F)

Serving Monterey County Agriculture
Since 1917
Farm Bureau on the Web:
Monterey County Farm Bureau http://www.MontereyCFB.com
California Farm Bureau http://www.CFBF.com
American Farm Bureau http://www.FB.com

We ’ re o u t s t a n d i ng i n y o u r f i e l d .

ATTORNEYS

Anthony L. Lombardo
Jeffery R. Gilles
Dennis Beougher
Patrick S. M. Casey
Sheri L. Damon
E. Soren Diaz
J. Kenneth Gorman
Virginia A. Hines
Koren McWilliams
Amy Reid
Paul A. Rovella
Bradley W. Sullivan
James W. Sullivan
Kelly McCarthy Sutherland

LAND USE
SPECIALISTS

Dale Ellis, AICP
Gail Hatter-Crawford
Connie Pataua
Shandell Brunk
PARALEGALS AND
FOOD SAFETY
SPECIALISTS

Tim Ibbeson

Uniquely Positioned to Respond
to Our Client’s Needs.
Lombardo & Gilles, the Central Coast’s premier
law firm, prides itself in providing a superior quality of
representation in the following fields:
■ Agriculture & Food Safety
■ Business Formations

& Transactions
■ Civil Litigation
■ Estate Planning

■
■
■
■
■

Labor & Employment
Land Use
Municipal Law
Planning & Zoning
Real Estate

Our high level of expertise and our deep roots in the area
make us uniquely positioned to respond to our client’s needs.
SALINAS

318 Cayuga Street / Salinas, CA 93901

TEL 831.754.2444 / FAX 831.754.2011
HOLLISTER 530 San Benito Street / Hollister, CA 95023

TEL 831.630.9444
www.lomgil.com

TOLL FREE 888.757.2444
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Jeffery R. Gilles
Managing Partner
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