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Onion video illustrates
media readiness

Standards, not regulations,
proposed for septic systems

A YouTube video about onions illustrates
the media skills that farm leaders can use to
tell agriculture’s story.
Farm Bureau recently hosted a media
training seminar for agricultural leaders, where
the onion video was noted. With so many
issues – both good and bad – centering on
Monterey County, local farm leaders need to
be prepared for media coverage.
In another example of his readiness to
talk about agriculture, Bob Martin of King City
was featured in a California Country television
segment that now appears on YouTube. The
piece explains onions from farm to table, with
Martin describing local onion production.
View the segment at http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=7GLkGjxUIt4

AB 916, Dan Logue (R-Marysville) was introduced February 27 to require the State Water
Resources Control Board to adopt recommended standards, not regulations, for the permitting
and operation of onsite sewage treatment systems.
AB 885 (Hannah-Beth Jackson, D-Santa Barbara), which was signed into law in 2000,
required the State Water Resources Control Board to adopt “regulations” or “standards” for
permitting and operation of onsite sewage treatment systems. The Board drafted proposed
regulations and held public workshops, but in response to public comment the Board directed
staff to redraft the regulations. The hearing, originally scheduled for February 9, was then
postponed indefinitely.
Assemblyman Ted Gaines (R-Roseville) has introduced AB 268 to repeal the statute
adopted in 2000.
Assemblymembers Jim Nielsen (R-Gerber) and Dan Logue (R-Marysville) are principal
co-authors of AB 268. Farm Bureau is also working on these legislative approaches to resolve
the issues related to the initial proposed onsite sewage treatment systems regulations.

Evan Oakes
P.O. Box 2634, Monterey, CA 93942
Phone: 831-761-8463 • Fax: 831-761-5461
www.agventuretours.com • email: evan@agventuretours.com

AB 268 stops required inspections
for septic systems
Legislation to be heard in committee this month, AB 268 (Gaines, R-Roseville), would repeal
the statute requiring the State Water Resources Control Board to develop regulations affecting
all on-site septic systems in California.
Landowners and Farm Team members took action earlier this year to voice opposition to
the proposed regulations that required, at minimum, property owners with existing systems to:
•
Inspect septic tanks ($325 estimated cost) every five years
•
Sample & analyze groundwater of on-site domestic wells every five years
•
Retrofit tanks if found to be causing pollution ($45,000 estimated cost)
While the SWRCB is currently rewriting the regulations, Assembly Member Gaines took an
additional step and authored AB 268 to repeal the one-size-fits all measure.
Individuals who are represented by a
member of the Assembly Environmental Safety
& Toxic Materials Committee were asked
asked to tell their Assembly Member how the
costly regulations will impact their family or
business. The bill was heard in the Assembly
Environmental Safety & Toxic Materials
Committee.

You want a

help
desk
that can
really HELP.

We can do that.

With

IT Services, Alvarez Technology Group, Inc.

provides 24/7 remote network monitoring, complete routine
maintenance, help desk support and disaster recovery —
all for one flat monthly fee.
Taking care of your network, so
you can take care of business.

1-866-78www.alvareztg.com
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Workers comp rates
will rise
Workers compensation rates are starting
to rise in California again due to increasing
health care costs and lawsuits that have
weakened state reform measures. The
Workers’ Compensation Insurance Rating
Bureau of California has recommended a 24%
average increase for July.
Hans Belon, Farm Bureau Group
Insurance Consultant for State Fund, told
Farm Bureau directors last week that State
Fund rates likely wouldn’t increase by the full
percentage – the 24% is just a recommendation
from the state – but it signals a change in
direction for insurance costs.
California Farm Bureau has partnered
with State Fund since 1943 to provide worker
protection tailored to agriculture’s needs.
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Research finds low risk
of E. coli in wildlife
Preliminary results of food safety research show a very low risk for E. coli in wildlife.
California Dept. of Fish and Game announced preliminary research results for their E. coli
0157:H7 study on California’s Central Coast, confirming what many farmers and ranchers in the
Salinas Valley had suspected. The data could lead to reevaluation of precautions mandated
by produce buyers.
Preliminary results from a joint E. coli environmental study found less than one half of one
percent of 866 wild animals tested positive for Escherichia coli O157:H7 in Central California.
The study of water, soil, livestock and wildlife is being conducted by the University of California,
Davis, the California Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA). It investigates the occurrence of the strain of E. coli that caused the disease outbreak
in California agricultural fields in 2006.
The finding is based on environmental sampling done over a two year period by government
and university scientists from wild animals in the central coast region of California. Preliminary
results from water, soil and livestock samples are not yet completed and may be reported
separately.
Robert Mandrell, the principle investigator of the study and team leader of the Produce
Microbiology and Safety Research Unit,
U.C. Davis said, “We are less than halfway
through the study, so these results should
be considered preliminary; finding a low level
of E. coli O157:H7 occurrence in some local
wildlife in the central coast is not surprising.
The small number of positive animals suggests
the risk for produce contamination by wildlife is
probably low, and following good agricultural
practices should minimize the public health
risk.”
The multi-agency study was prompted
after state and federal investigators reported
E. coli O157:H7 in 13 wild pig fecal samples
tested during the 2006 spinach outbreak
investigation in California.  These findings led
to concerns that wild animal feces may be one
of several ways that produce fields or water
sources are contaminated with E. coli O157:H7
or other harmful bacteria.
Wildlife samples collected from 2007
through 2008 included 311 black-tailed deer,
184 wild pig, 73 birds, 61 rabbits, 58 tule elk,
52 ground squirrels, 51 coyotes, 24 mice, 19
raccoons, 17 opossums and 16 striped skunks.
Only four tested positive: one wild pig, one
coyote and two tule elk.
Scientists are seeking to understand
if certain species of wildlife are sources of
E. coli O157:H7. These preliminary results
indicate wildlife is not a primary source of E.
coli 0157:H7. The study findings will assist
resource agencies and growers in developing
strategies, and management plans and policies
for preventing crop contamination in the fields
to protect the public health and to protect
wildlife and their habitats.
The study is funded by research grants
from the National Research Initiative of the
USDA-Cooperative State Research, Education
and Extension Service. In 2007, DFG provided
additional funding for an E. coli O157:H7
wildlife study in the central coast.
For more information on the Study,
please contact Andrew Gordus, Ph.D., Senior
Environmental Scientist, California Dept. of
Fish and Game, 559) 243-4014 ext 239, or
AGORDUS@dfg.ca.gov
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Some things just fit...like State
Fund and the Farm Bureau.
Together, we have a morethan-60-year history of
helping you handle the
toughest jobs on thefarm
with practical safety programs,
and a custom workers’
compensation plan available
only to California farmers.
Try us on. We fit any size. Just
talk to your broker, or give us
a call at 1-800-773-7667.
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Free money!
Scholarship season is here
Many agricultural organizations are
offering scholarships for students studying
agriculture.  It’s free money that can be yours
– or your kids’, or your employees’ kids’ -- for
the asking. All you have to do is apply.
Deadlines are approaching, so check the
list of available scholarships right now.
Farm Bureau and Central Coast Young
Farmers and Ranchers scholarship applications
will ask scholarship applicants to imagine they
operate a farm or ranch and “describe how you
intend to sustain the economic viability of your
operation.” Scholarships in varying amounts
for two- and four-year college students.
Application deadline is May 15, 2009.   See
Farm Bureau’s website for more information
and forms.
Farm Bureau and Central Coast Young
Farmers and Ranchers have combined their
scholarship programs and offer a single
application form. All you have to do is complete
the application, mark which scholarships you
are applying for, provide the attachments
specified in the application, and submit the
completed package. You can apply for both
Farm Bureau and YF&R scholarships with this
single form.
Other scholarships include:
MCVGF: The Monterey County Vintners
and Growers Foundation offers scholarships
for 2009 graduating high school seniors whose
parent(s) are winery or vineyard workers
employed by a Monterey County Vintners
and Growers Association (MCVGA) member.
Awards range from $500 - $2500.  Applications
(at http://www.montereycfb.com in English
and Spanish) must be received by April 30,
2009.  Call MCVGF at 831/375-9400 for more
information.
CWA: Scholarships for Women Pursuing
Degrees in Agriculture and for Farm Workers
are offered by California Women for Agriculture.
Application deadline is April 24, 2009.   For
information and application contact Jennifer
Skidgel-Clarke 831/595-9490 or Hillary
Fish 831/262-4375, or e-mail scholarship@
salinascwa.org. Downloadable application
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Giannini honored with
Spirit of Agriculture
Award

forms are linked at http://www.salinascwa.org/
Scholarship.html.
C A P C A : T h e S t a n l e y W. S t r e w
Educational Fund, Inc. annually offers two
scholarships: one $3,000 scholarship from
the California Association of Pest Control
Advisers (CAPCA) and one $2,000 scholarship
from Syngenta.  Application deadline May 15,
2009.   See CAPCA website for information
and application.
CALAMCO: This grower-owned
cooperative offers a $1,000 scholarship to
shareholders and immediate family (children),
that are graduating high school seniors and
plan to continue on to college or university,
majoring in agriculture or an ag-related field.
Application deadline is May 1, 2009.   Find
information in the Winter 2009 Newsletter at
the CALAMCO website.
4-H: 4-H Scholarships for Higher
Education. Statewide scholarships for
graduating high school and college-attending
students who were 4-H members in high
school. Applications must be postmarked
by April 30, 2009, and sent to the California
State 4-H Office, telephone 530-754-8518,
fourhstateofc@ucdavis.edu. For more
information see the 4-H Scholarship page.
CCWF: Central Coast Women for
Fisheries, Inc., Morro Bay. Fishing Heritage
Scholarships in varying amounts up to $2,500,
for descendant of a licensed California
commercial fisherman, current spouse of a
licensed California commercial fisherman, or
holder of a valid California commercial fishing
license for at least the past ten (10) years.  
Applications due May 31.  See CCWF website
for information and application.

Dirk Giannini received the Spirit of
Agriculture Award for his service to Monterey
County Agriculture Education at the
organization’s recent annual meeting.
The award,  started in 2004, recognizes
the characteristics that are found in those – as
described by Thomas Jefferson – “who labor
in the earth keeping God’s sacred fire alive”.
Strong work ethics, moral fiber, concern for
neighbors and community, unselfish giving
of themselves, stewardship of the land and
commitment to preserving the way of life
that is agriculture. In addition to being ardent
supporters of the programs and future of
Monterey County Agriculture Education.
Past Recipients of this award are Bud
& Paula Sarmento, Mikel Ann Miller, Bobby
Martin, John Inman and Lionel Handel
Martin Orradre said, “Our volunteers do
so much to help keep our program alive that it
is a great privilege to be able to recognize their
contributions. There are so many deserving
volunteers that selecting only one per year is
very difficult.
“This years recipient certainly exhibits all
of the characteristics that the award recognizes
and has been dedicated to the Farm Day
Experience. He is a past president and has
continued to serve selfishly after completing
his term. He is always putting others first as
he finds the best way to get the objective
completed, having direction for those asking
and patience for those that don’t.”

Higher sales tax makes
farm exemption more valuable
In a glass-is-half-full way, the one percent increase in California sales tax that took effect on
April 1, 2009, makes the partial exemption for farm equipment and fuel more valuable than ever.
The exemption shields farmers and ranchers from the state portion of the sales tax, so
even though the state sales tax went up, the sales tax that agriculture pays, for the local share
of sales tax, did not change.  Since the state share of sales tax went from 5.25 percent to 6.25
percent, agriculture is saving more by not paying the state portion.
You can find more information about the Sales and Use Tax Exemption
online at http://www.boe.ca.gov/sutax/faq426.htm, including links to the
regulations and the necessary exemption forms.

Robert Marini

License #0585163

Robert Marini Ins Agency
1093 South Main St. #210
Salinas, CA 93901

Tel 831-754-2722
Fax 831-424-4761

Heat illness requirements
are posted at DOSH
Revised heat illness prevention requirements are now posted
online at California Department of Occupational Safety and Health.
You can find information and resources online at http://www.
dir.ca.gov/DOSH/HeatIllnessInfo.html
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Ag buffers on LAFCO work program for coming year
Agricultural buffers are on the work
program for the coming year at the Local
Agency Formation Commission, but it’s not
certain when, or if, this will become an active
issue.
Buffers were added to the agency’s
annual list of work projects early this year, on
a motion by Vince Dimaggio, seconded by
Lou Calcagno.
Buffers were included in the item “Special
Studies Initiated by LAFCO” that was part
of LAFCO’s Work Program for Fiscal Year
2009-2010.   “With fewer boundary change
applications, existing in-house staff will work
on special studies initiated by LAFCO,” a
LAFCO summary said. “As part of the midyear review of the current fiscal year work
program in January 2009, the Commission
added two significant new studies. Both
studies will be initiated by June 2009 and

CWA plans May 2
Progressive Dinner
The California Women for Agriculture
invite you to embark on an exclusive culinary
escapade with us! This year we will be holding
our Second Annual Progressive Dinner on
Saturday, May 2.
The evening’s festivities begin at 5
p.m. at A Taste of Monterey in Old Town
Salinas and end at 11 p.m. in the Rabobank
Agriculture Museum at the National Steinbeck
Center. Attendees will also enjoy the beauty
of McShane’s Nursery and Landscape Supply
for tantalizing soup and George Amaral’s Barn
for our delectable dinner featuring bar-b-que
from the Central Coast Young Farmers and
Ranchers.
This year’s event features fabulous
Monterey County cuisine paired with the finest
wines the Valley has to offer.    It’s an exclusive
event with only 100 tickets available.  Get yours
now before they are gone!  Tickets are $65 and
include a night full of wine, food, and dancing
with friends throughout the Salinas Valley.   No
need to worry about transportation - our Bistro
Buses will whisk you from venue to venue.
Proceeds from the event will go toward
CWA’s primary areas of focus, including
legislation, education and public relations.
Proceeds will also be put towards very
generous scholarships to young women in the
tri-county area.  In 2008, we were able to award
$14,000 in scholarships to 14 very deserving
individuals, with some of the monies coming
from the Progressive Dinner. This is an event
you don’t want to miss!
To become a sponsor of this progressive
event, please contact Jessica Harris at 831970-5379 jharris@ebfarm.com or Janelle
Metzer at 831-206-7438 or janellemetzer@
taproduce.com.
For event tickets, please contact Kate
Hitchcock at 831-596-6225 or khitchcock2@
gmail.com.

will be priorities in the new fiscal year.”  One
study is “the development of draft agricultural
buffer policies, in coordination with the
LAFCO Policies committee.”   It “will include
opportunities for all interested parties to
participate in the process.”
There are three recent situations that
relate to ag buffers:
The draft General Plan Update includes
a policy on ag buffers.  If the county approves
the General Plan, this might satisfy LAFCO’s
needs.
The county’s Ag Advisory Committee
recently grappled with buffer requirements to
protect neighboring ag operations from a land
division. The discussion underscored the
difficulty of buffer questions in the real world.
Residents involved in the Moss Landing
Community Plan wanted a buffer applied to
agricultural activities outside the community
plan boundary. They wanted to restrict
pesticide uses on existing farm land.
Farm Bureau has traditionally supported
buffers, placed on the new use, for the
purpose of protecting agriculture. Typically
this involves new, incompatible uses like a
housing development, school or shopping
center, where the intent is to insulate the farmer
from demands that he curtail activities such
as pesticide use, cultivation and harvesting.
However, it might also involve agricultural uses
that conflict, such as chemicals used on one
crop that harm a neighboring crop, or cattle
next to vegetables.

Farm Bureau joins
opposition to Salinas’
retail ordinance
Anticipating that the issue hasn’t gone
away, Monterey County Farm Bureau joined
the opposition to a recently-passed City of
Salinas action to restrict big box stores. Farm
Bureau’s action came days after the city
approved the ordinance because this was the
Farm Bureau board’s first meeting since the
ordinance was introduced.
Farm Bureau urged the city to support
stores selling agricultural produce and to
reconsider the ordinance.
While the ordinance was supposedly
about limiting combined retailers, every witness
in public hearings admitted it was specifically
about Wal-Mart plans to open a super center
in Salinas. At issue was a plan for the new
store to allocate 30% of its floor space to
grocery items.
Support for the ordinance came from
United Food and Commercial Workers
and from LandWatch. Since passage of
the ordinance LandWatch announced that
Executive Director Chris Fitz is leaving
LandWatch to work for United Here Local 483.
Grower-Shipper Association led the
charge against the ordinance at city council
meetings, lining up key agriculture industry
representative to testify that Wal-Mart is a
major customer of local agriculture and it
makes no sense to limit the sale of salads in
the “Salad Bowl of the World.”

Napa County group finds rooster solution
Proposed restrictions on roosters in Napa County, similar to restrictions posed in
Monterey County, inspired the formation of a new group representing livestock owners and a
counterproposal to preserve the right to farm.
Prominent livestock owners and leaders formed the Napa County Livestock Council following
a November 2008 Planning Commission hearing that attracted over 300 people.  You can read
more about Napa’s situation at http://www.napacountylivestockcouncil.com/
The Napa County Livestock Council proposed a series of steps that the county could take
instead of simply outlawing most rooster. The steps, referred to as a “triage system” for handling
livestock-related complaints include:
•
County will inform the complaining party of the existing Right to Farm ordinance.
•
County will assess the issue in terms of the tools they have for handling livestock
issues:
o
Department of Environmental Health to address human health and water safety
concerns.
o
Animal Control to investigate animal welfare, abuse or neglect issues.
o
Planning Department to look for situations in violation of County Code.
o
County will consult the Livestock Council as needed, in making these assessments.
•
If the issue cannot be resolved with the above steps, the Livestock Council will offer
the following:
o
The owner of the livestock in question will be referred to the Livestock Council’s website
for species specific animal husbandry recommendations that would address issues such as fly
control, manure management, dust abatement, etc.
o
The next step would involve a Livestock Council meeting to review the situation and
a phone call from the appropriate Council member to discuss options.
o
A site visit by the Council member may be warranted if the prior steps fail to resolve
the issue.
Monterey County last year considered an ordinance that would limit the keeping of roosters
in certain residential zones.  Farm Bureau joined local residents in testifying that the issues
brought to the county were about law enforcement’s efforts to stop illegal cockfighting and
about building officials’ efforts to enforce building, noise and safety codes, not about legitimate
livestock owners keeping fowl.
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No change in
cargo securement for year
The agricultural intrastate cargo
securement exemption has been extended
for another year, to April 30, 2010 (or until the
federal regulations are adopted).
The exemption is for intrastate
transportation of perishable agriculture
products transported in bins, tubs, and boxes,
from the field to the first point of processing or
packing. Under the exemption, we will continue
to use our previous load securement methods
to ensure cargo will not shift or spill. This
exemption does not apply to the transportation
of hay.
Motor carriers who have already
applied for and received the exemption will
automatically receive the extension through
April 30, 2010 provided they maintain their
monthly reporting requirements to the CHP.
Motor Carriers who would like to apply
for the exemption are required to fill out the

California Women for Agriculture presented
agricultural information at Ag Day at the
Capitol in March. Participants included,
above from left to right, Karri Hammerstrom,
CWA state second vice president (Fresno
County Farm Bureau), Celeste Settrini, CWA
president elect 2010 (Monterey County
Farm Bureau) and Diana Westmoreland
Pedrozo, CWA state president (Merced
County Farm Bureau). Below, Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger signed a framed
invitation of Capitol Ag Day for Agriculture
Secretary A. G. Kawamura, a gift from CWA
to Kawamura, while CWA members watch.
They are, left to right, Katie Foret, CWA
member Sacramento Valley Chapter, Lora
Sotelo, CWA member Sacramento Valley
Chapter and state public relations director,
and (partially obscured behind governor)
Celeste Settrini.

appropriate forms and fax them to the CHP
Commercial Vehicle Section attention Officer
Ron Leimer at (916) 445-1865. The forms are
attached for your use.
In case there are any additional questions
or issues not clarified here, please note that
all forms and information which also explains
the exemption process will be posted on the
California Farm Bureau Federation website,
www.CFBF.com.
This is information about the extension of
the exemption to April 30, 2010 and necessary
information on the exemption process needed
for any motor carrier wishing to participate
in the agricultural haulers exemption. The
process consists of a few components:
1.)
Each motor carrier hauling
agricultural products must apply for an
exemption. Exemption applications should be
faxed to the CHP Commercial Vehicle Section,
attention Officer Ron Leimer at (916) 446-4579.
The application needs to include the
following information: the motor carrier’s name
and a current California Carrier Identification
number, contact information, and method
of cargo securement (i.e. corner irons and
cables).  (A CHP-approved standardized form
has been attached for your use.)
(1)
A copy of the exemption needs to
be placed in each motor vehicle covered by the
exemption.  It must be made available to any
law enforcement official upon request.
(2)
Monthly reports need to be
submitted to CHP no later than the 15th of
each month.  Reports should be sent to CHP
Commercial Vehicle Section, Officer Ron
Leimer, CHP; fax: 916-446-4579 or e-mail
rleimer@chp.ca.gov:
•       The monthly reports need to contain
the following information:
o
Total number of loads by container
type (bin, tub or box) transported under this
exemption.
o
Total number of miles driven under
this exemption.
o
Total number of on-highway and offhighway accidents involving loads transported
under this exemption.
o
Total number, by month, of driver
hours for loads transported under this
exemption.
o
Total number of citations received
for a loading, mechanical and/or driver
violation issued to vehicles operating under
this exemption.

o
Total number of all other citations
issued for vehicles operating under this
exemption.
PLEASE NOTE:   In the case of any
accidents or fallen cargo, motor carriers
operating under the exemption shall notify
Officer Ron Leimer, CHP Commercial Vehicle
Section at (916) 445-1865, within 72 hours with
the following information:
o
Date, time and location;
o
Types of vehicles and cargo
containers involved;
o
Specific cargo securement devices
used;
o
Possible reason(s) for the
occurrence;
o
Motor carrier name and CA Number.
This exemption expires on April 30, 2010.  
CHP will revoke the exemption for any motor
carrier that fails to comply with, or adhere to,
all conditions of the exemption.
CFBF will continue to work with CHP
and Federal Motor Carriers to make sure that
the best possible methods of securing cargo
are reflected in the final regulations.  Monday
Report will post developments as they unfold.

The Ladies-Bug Man
John DeCarli is a ladies man...well....a
lady bug man - and all other sorts of beneficial
insects for that matter.
John is a lifelong Salinas Valley resident,
who after graduating with a degree in Crop
Science from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo,
returned home and for the past seven years,
has been a Pest Control Adviser with local
organic producer, Mission Organics.
As a PCA for Mission Organics, John
travels between their growing regions watching
over the various crops they produce.
“Working with Mission Organics, I have
gained a lot of first hand experience with
specialty crops,” John said.   “I have also had
a chance to be exposed to production in both
the Salinas and Imperial Valleys.”
After being a member of the Central Coast
Young Farmers and Ranchers for several
years, John decided to step up and currently
serves as the liasion between CCYFR and the
Monterey County Farm Bureau and Monterey
County Agricultural Education. As the Farm
Bureau and MCAE liaison, John attends board
meetings of both organizations and offers the
help of CCYFR where needed.
“I feel my position is important so that we
can support the mission of CCYFR as well as
help support the mission of these important
agricultural associations in our area.”

Settrini elected Farm Bureau director
Celeste Settrini, who works for Fresh Network LLC, has been elected to the Monterey
County Farm Bureau board to fill a vacant at-large seat.
Settrini was elected at the March board meeting.
The 30-member board still has one vacancy, for a south county director.
Vacancies in mid-term can be filled either by a vote of the board or by election at the county
annual meeting.
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Farm Bureau opposes card check
Federal legislation to eliminate the secret
ballot in labor elections has drawn opposition
from Monterey County Farm Bureau.
The possibility that the county’s Board
of Supervisors might endorse the measure
prompted action by Farm Bureau.
Acting on a request from the Central
Labor Council, Supervisor Fernando Armenta
recently asked supervisors to schedule
discussion of the matter.   He asked that
supervisors consider a resolution in support of
the federal Employee Free Choice Act.
Local Farm Bureau leaders called the
legislation a human rights violation.
The measure is co-sponsored by
Congressman Sam Farr.
According to the U. S. Chamber of
Commerce, this bill would eliminate an
employee’s right to a secret ballot election
conducted by the NLRB and would allow
a union to become the certified collective
bargaining representative with the mere
signing of authorization cards by a majority of
a company’s employees.
By changing the current law in such a
manner, unions can more easily organize
throughout the county...especially since
ACORN is posed in the Salinas area to
organize on behalf of SIEU and now United
HERE has just formed its own non-profit

organization which will similarly organize on
behalf of HERE.  In related news, LandWatch
Executive Director Chris Fitz recently resigned
his LandWatch position to go to work for United
Here Local 483.
“The unionization of small businesses
in this area will only further hurt our local
economy,” said a Chamber spokesman.
The Chamber’s information page is http://
www.uschamber.com/issues/index/labor/
cardchecksecrbal.htm

Ag Commissioner’s office
to be renovated
The Agricultural Commissioner’s side
of the county ag building on Abbot Street will
be undergoing major reconstruction this year,
Assistant Agricultural Commissioner Bob
Roach told Farm Bureau directors last week.
On the first weekend in June, the
department will move to a temporary office,
possibly for up to a year, while the remodeling
is done.
The department will use money set aside
in a building fund over the past nine years.
The good news about doing the work at this
time, Roach said, is the bid came in at half of
expected cost.

look closer.

Mark your calendar:

Barker Golf Tournament
is August 27
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831/424.4620
www.bagaia.com

The Monterey County Vintners and
Growers Association Annual Golf Tournament,
which was previously scheduled for June 25,
has been changed to Thursday, June 18, due
to a community conflict.
For more information, contact MCVGA
at 831.375.9400 or view the website at www.
montereywines.org.

313 salinas street / salinas ca 93901

June 18 is MCVGA Golf
Tournament

[ belli architectural group ]

The 2009 Bill Barker Memorial Golf
Tournament will be held on August 27 on the
Black Horse Golf Course.
This tournament sells out early, so mark
your calendar and watch for your invitation.
Tournament proceeds support Farm
Bureau programs and the Bill Barker
Leadership Fund at Monterey County
Agriculture Education.

sCheid Vineyards
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Phone: 831-751-3100
Fax: 831-751-3167
Email: MCFB@MontereyCFB.com
Office Hours:  7:30 am — 4:30 pm (M-F)

Serving Monterey County Agriculture
Since 1917
Farm Bureau on the Web:
Monterey County Farm Bureau http://www.MontereyCFB.com
California Farm Bureau http://www.CFBF.com
American Farm Bureau http://www.FB.com

We ’ re o u t s t a n d i ng i n y o u r f i e l d .

ATTORNEYS

Anthony L. Lombardo
Jeffery R. Gilles
Dennis Beougher
Patrick S. M. Casey
Sheri L. Damon
E. Soren Diaz
J. Kenneth Gorman
Virginia A. Hines
Koren McWilliams
Amy Reid
Paul A. Rovella
Bradley W. Sullivan
James W. Sullivan
Kelly McCarthy Sutherland

LAND USE
SPECIALISTS

Dale Ellis, AICP
Gail Hatter-Crawford
Connie Pataua
Shandell Brunk
PARALEGALS AND
FOOD SAFETY
SPECIALISTS

Tim Ibbeson

Uniquely Positioned to Respond
to Our Client’s Needs.
Lombardo & Gilles, the Central Coast’s premier
law firm, prides itself in providing a superior quality of
representation in the following fields:
■ Agriculture & Food Safety
■ Business Formations

& Transactions
■ Civil Litigation
■ Estate Planning

■
■
■
■
■

Labor & Employment
Land Use
Municipal Law
Planning & Zoning
Real Estate

Our high level of expertise and our deep roots in the area
make us uniquely positioned to respond to our client’s needs.
SALINAS

318 Cayuga Street / Salinas, CA 93901

TEL 831.754.2444 / FAX 831.754.2011
HOLLISTER 530 San Benito Street / Hollister, CA 95023

TEL 831.630.9444
www.lomgil.com

TOLL FREE 888.757.2444
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Jeffery R. Gilles
Managing Partner
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