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Clean Water for the Central Coast
Water quality is a shared responsibility of all
who live within the Central Coast region;
everyone in our community has a responsibility
for water quality improvements.

As the Regional Water Quality Control Board considers regulations
for the Agriculture industry regarding water quality, farmers
and ranchers are working cooperatively to develop a workable
plan for addressing Central Coast water quality. Data has been
collected over the past five years to provide a baseline on impaired
watersheds and water quality standards throughout the region.

Farmers care about water quality and protect this resource
because their livelihood depends on it. Without water,
there could be no crops, no food, no fiber, and certainly no
environment. Farmers are concerned about our water sources
and realize that improvements should be made in water quality.

Any regulation imposed on an industry must provide workable
solutions and tested techniques to achieve the goals of that
regulation. Currently, the Water Quality Control Board is proposing
regulations that are unrealistic, arbitrary, lack supporting science,
and result in unintended consequences. Unrealistic in the timelines
and standards to be met, arbitrary by creating regulations in an
information void, lacking supporting science on broad assumptions
made about farming practices, and unintended consequences such
as the threat of salt water intrusion.

Certainty about water supply and our environment are valid
discussions these days, as California continues to have a water
supply problem. We are more fortunate in the Salinas Valley area
to have our own water supply source, the Salinas River and its
tributaries. The water in this river, as well as all the surface and
groundwater in the region, is the focus of the debate over water
quality and the standards that farmers and ranchers must live up to.
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Diesel Truck
Air Regulations
Revised
“retrofitting or
replacing existing
engines.”

Agriculture has come together to develop our own regulatory
document, one that provides the highest level of individual farm
accountability of any irrigated land program in our nation.

continues on page 2

Diggin’ Deep
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“I am proud to be a
farmer and part of
a community that
provides 80% of
the nation’s lettuce,
strawberries and
wine grapes.”
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DPR Initiates
Air Monitoring
of Pesticides
“The air monitoring
network is the first
of its kind in the
nation.”
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Telling the
Ag Story

“Telling the Ag
story is not going
away, it is more
important than ever
to engage in the
conversation...”

Diggin’ Deep

M o n t e r e y C o u n t y F arm B u r e a u

W ritten by : D ir k G iannini , P resident
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The California Air Resource Board
(CARB) has recently approved
amendments to the Truck and Bus
Regulation, adopted in 2008, that
requires fleets that operate in California
to reduce diesel truck and bus air
emissions by retrofitting or replacing
existing engines.
The amendments, approved in
December 2010, will provide more time
for fleet owners of diesel fueled trucks
and busses to meet the compliance
requirements. This extension will require
installation of engine retrofits beginning
January 1st, 2012, and replacement
of older engines starting January 1st,
2015. Starting 2023, nearly all vehicles
will need to have a 2010 model year or
newer engine or equivalent.
The approved amendments made to
the regulation will continue to help the
state meet its federal obligations under
the Clean Air Act. Some of the more
important amendments are:

• Exemptions for about 150,000
lighter trucks from having to
retrofit with particulate filters;
• Delay the initial compliance date
for retrofitting heavier trucks that
will allow these trucks to operate
another eight years before the
requirement of the 2010 emission
standard applies;
• Expansion of the credits for fleet
downsizing, adding cleaner
vehicles ahead of any regulatory
requirements, and for installation
of early retrofits.
For complete details on this program,
visit the CARB website at
www.arb.ca.gov/dieseltruck.
Fleets using the Agricultural provision
must have completed reporting of all
vehicles by March 31st, 2011, and then
report annually by January 31st each
year. Ownership requirements remain
the same as in the original rule.

continue from front page
California has the most stringent requirements governing water quality
relating to Agriculture; our proposal provides a comprehensive program
which requires monitoring within impaired watershed areas, conducts
on-farm audits to determine best management practices that will lead to
measurable solutions, and provides clear incentives for farmers to participate
in water quality improvements.

As we enter into an era where our
society takes so much for granted,
where unemployment rates are
high, interest rates are low, field
labor is uncertain, and water is
almost worth more than gold, we,
as agriculturalists, representing only
3% of the population, need to keep
“Diggin’ Deep.”
We all know that creating jobs is the
answer, but not as our government
officials have done it by increasing
regulatory jobs on the private industry
sector that already is carrying this
nation. Over time, the agricultural
industry has been consciously
overlooked by our government
officials. I am proud to be a farmer and
part of a community that provides 80%
of the nation’s lettuce, strawberries
and wine grapes - all from Monterey
County. We are challenged by the
other 97% of the population, and it’s
important that we remain united and
persistent in this challenge. The fight
is a long way from being over. MCFB,
despite these recessionary times,
needs to continue to find motivated
members and ask them to join our
team to help dispel that Monday
morning “quarterbacking” and “coffee
shop” critiquing into some positive
reinforcement that will make our local
Farm Bureau stronger. We need to
find those energetic, “think outside of
the box,” patient, thoughtful individuals
who are truly in it for the long haul.
At our MCFB Director meetings, it
seems like the walls are collapsing

in front of our very eyes, but with
persistence and good common sense,
we, as farmers, must continue to be
vigilant and find solutions to the many
needs of the environment, politics, and
humanitarian issues, yet still insure our
very own survival.
One of the goals of the MCFB
Directors was to strengthen our
relationships with our peer associations
knowing that we have a stronger voice
as one. A major accomplishment in
this task was achieved with the hiring
of Norm Groot, our new Executive
Director, who also believes that
“we can move mountains” if done
collaboratively. Norm reinforced this
joint effort in the ongoing development
countering the Ag Waiver with its
impractical rules that have been
imposed upon our community by the
Regional Water Board. I want to thank
Norm, the MCFB Water Committee,
WGA, GSA of Central California, GSA
of Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo,
along with our neighboring Farm
Bureaus, the Strawberry Commission,
Preservation, Inc. and the Vineyard
Team for the countless hours spent
“Diggin’ Deep” to protect our interests
and improve water quality.
It’s imperative that we remember
our grass roots and continue to
build agricultural programs to better
educate and inform the public so they
understand the value and importance
of maintaining the family farm and
the impact it will have on our future

generations. With the help of the
Young Farmers and Ranchers and
Monterey County Ag Education, we
can maintain a strong focus on the
necessity to keep “Diggin’ Deep” in
order to provide funding and enable
these organizations to better educate,
benefit, and inform the general public
as well as develop future leaders in the
Ag community.
Finally, and most importantly, when
it comes time for the “ask” to make
a financial contribution (which we’ve
been doing a lot of and rightfully so)
consider the times that we, as MCFB
Directors, feel the walls are falling
down around us and with your help we
will know that we are not alone and…
we’re all in this together. United, we
stand strong and we can challenge the
Board of Supervisors, the MCWRA,
as well as other local officials,
collaborating with the power house,
California Farm Bureau Federation, to
be diligent in Sacramento and guide, to
the best of our ability, the lawmakers
and the decision makers with a
little common sense. So, when the
envelope arrives, please be “Diggin’
Deep” in these challenging times and
look at it as a regular business expense
because “The War” is not going away.
Think of these funds as extra trusses
and support beams we need to keep
the walls from tumbling down.
Thank you for your support.

Water quality is a shared responsibility of all who live within the Central
Coast region; everyone in our community has a responsibility for water
quality improvements, from each individual to every industry. Farmers are
taking the lead in setting the standard for water quality improvements along
the Central Coast.
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DPR Initiates Air Monitoring of Pesticides
The Department of Pesticide
Regulation (DPR) has launched an
air monitoring network in three
agricultural communities to expand
its knowledge of the potential health
risks of long-term exposure to
pesticides, DPR Director Mary-Ann
Warmerdam announced on March
1st. The network was set up last
month in Shafter in Kern County,
Salinas in Monterey County and
Ripon in San Joaquin County.
The air monitoring network is
the first of its kind in the nation,
Warmerdam said. Our intent is to
make more accurate estimates of
health risks based on long-term
exposure rather than extrapolate
from short-term monitoring data to
determine if additional protective
measures are needed. DPR
will monitor for 34 pesticides,

including six fumigants and 11
organophosphates. DPR selected
these pesticides based on the
amount of use and their potential
health risks.
Shafter, Salinas and Ripon were
selected from a list of 226
communities based on pesticide
use on surrounding farmland
and demographics, including
percentage of children, the elderly
and farm workers. Depending on
resources, DPR may expand the
air network in the future to include
more frequent sampling, more
pesticides or more communities.
Communities surrounded
by farmland should not be
surprised when air monitoring
detects pesticides, Warmerdam
emphasized. DPR has established

levels for these pesticides in the
air to protect human health and
the environment. The network
will provide valuable information
to evaluate the effectiveness
of protections that are in place,
including label restrictions and
requirements on fumigant
applications.
The network is a follow-up to DPRs
ground-breaking pilot projects in
Parlier in Fresno County in 2006 and
Lompoc in Santa Barbara County
in 2000, which lasted 12 months
and 10 weeks, respectively. These
pilots helped DPR improve data
collection and analysis methods,
including: the ability to select
communities for monitoring based
on DPR risk assessment priorities
and related criteria; detect multiple
pesticides in a single sample;

you CAN
CouNt oN
HeAltH Net.
Affordable, predictable health care coverage
just for you.
When it comes to health care coverage, you can rest easy. Health Net offers Farm Bureau
members health care coverage options, including dental and vision, that are easy to understand,
have the security of no hidden surprises – and are designed to fit your budget.
So you can rely on Health Net’s quality coverage along with having the reassurance of predictable
monthly health care costs.
Call your authorized Health Net agent or call us, and be one step closer to making a health care
choice that works for you! 1-800-909-3447 (option 2)
California Farm Bureau health insurance plans are underwritten by Health Net Life Insurance Company; coverage is subject to individual underwriting. Health Net Dental HMO plans are provided by Dental Benefit Providers of California,
Inc. (“DBP”). Health Net Dental PPO and Indemnity plans are underwritten by Unimerica Insurance Company. Obligations of DBP and Unimerica Insurance Company are not the obligations of or guaranteed by Health Net, Inc. or its
affiliates. ©2010 Health Net Life Insurance Company is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Health Net® is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. Farm Bureau is a registered service mark of American Farm Bureau Federation used
under license by Health Net. All rights reserved.
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and use a geographic information
system to compare pesticide use to
detected concentrations.

pesticides to new products more
specific to the pest and less toxic to
people and the environment.

DPR will monitor one site each in
Shafter, Salinas and Ripon. One 24hour sample will be collected from
each site weekly. Data collected
from Parlier demonstrated that
monitoring a single location once
a week provides adequate data to
estimate long-term concentrations.
Data collected by the network will be
released annually beginning in 2012.

More information on the air
monitoring network, including the
list of pesticides being monitored, is

posted at: http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/
docs/emon/airinit/air_network.htm
From Department of Pesticide
Regulation Press Release;
March 1st, 2011

DPR will compare pesticide
concentrations with screening
levels developed by its scientists,
track trends in air concentrations
and correlate concentrations with
use and weather patterns. In
the absence of federal or state
enforceable health-based limits
on pesticide emissions in air, DPR
set screening levels. Although not
regulatory standards, the screening
levels are guideposts for preliminary
evaluations of air monitoring data.
State law requires DPR to
continuously evaluate pesticides
after they are in use. As part of this
process, DPR conducts field studies
to monitor exposure to workers and
to measure how pesticides move
and break down in air, soil and
water. DPR uses this information
to decide if further regulatory
measures are necessary.
In 2009, pesticide use declined
for the fourth consecutive year in
California. Pesticide use varies from
year to year depending on a number
of factors, including weather, pest
problems, economics and types of
crops planted. However, growers
are shifting from broad-based
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Telling the Ag Story: Agvocates in America

Appreciating What Water Grows

W ritten by : C eleste S ettrini , P resident of C alifornia W omen for A griculture

W ritten by : N orm G root , E x ecutive D irector

This past year I have had the
tremendous opportunity as an
Agriculture Agvocate to tell my Ag
story. I have travelled as far north as
Idaho to motivate young cattlemen
on the importance of why we need
to tell the story, as far east as St.
Louis to learn from some of the
best Agvocates in America and
many places in between to visit with
farmers and ranchers engaged in
the conversations of being better
spokespeople for our industry. I
have also had to step outside the
comfort zone of our own peeps and
talk with Bay area media about beef
production. But no matter where
this Agvocacy journey takes me I am
ready to share my story.
Social media, newspapers, radio and
television are all tremendous avenues
for us to share our experiences but it
seems like good ole fashion one on

one communication seems to trump
the rest. I have found that consumers
are eager to learn where their food
comes from; they are eager to visit
with a real farmer/rancher and ask
questions. I believe it is my job to tell
them. If you think about it people are
now very removed from the family
farm so what they hear on television
talk shows, in magazines and
newspapers, or on-line, are the only
connection that they really have to
the farm or ranch. People tend to follow
the “herd.” They don’t know any better
than what is put in front of them.
As I become a better Agvocate for
our industry through public speaking,
blogging, social media and my own
interactions with folks across this
state and beyond I have realized that
it is just another addition to our jobs
as farmers and ranchers to not only
till the soil or tend to the cattle, we

know must work on telling the story!
I am proud to represent each one
of you as I embark on my journeys
throughout California. I have been
lucky enough to share the story
and my hope is that I can empower
my fellow farmers to do the same.
Anymore it is a necessity! Telling the
Ag story is not going away, it is more
important than ever to engage in the
conversation, share your journeys,
talk about what you do – one thing
to remember – we are experts in our
own experiences – no one can take
that away from us – WE need to be
sharing the story – the REAL farmers
and ranchers. We are tremendous
spokespeople, we just need the
encouragement to get out there and
do it. Our membership in Monterey
County Farm Bureau is just one tool
to assist us in telling our stories! It is
an additional tool for the tool box –
now get out there and get it!

Most people don’t know where
their food comes from or how it’s
produced. The disconnect between
farm and consumer has become so
great that we now expect all fruits
and vegetables to be available yearround, rather than seasonally when
our parents were growing up. For
most of us, going to the supermarket
is a necessary chore that frustrates
us when we can’t find that perfect
avocado or grape.

So let’s give our farmers a break and
let them produce the crops the way
they know best. Water is not wasted
when it’s used to produce that
perfect avocado or grape, especially
if we know it was grown safely
and efficiently. No one can afford
to waste anything in our present

economy, and water costs farmers
money, just like any consumer, and
becomes one of the most expensive
inputs into any crop.
Respecting our heritage and the
most productive farmland in the
world allows farmers to grow a
bountiful harvest for our tables.

The fact is that producing that perfect
avocado or grape takes an enormous
amount of care and knowledge by
a farmer. Our expectations are for
wonderfully colored and unmarked
fruits and vegetables, when in reality
there are so many obstacles getting
that produce to the market. Our
environment is under assault by exotic
foreign pests that have hitched a ride
to get here (illegally), yet there are
no biological or crop protection tools
to help combat these interlopers.
There is a wide variety of viruses and
diseases that plants and trees can
acquire, making it a challenge for the
farmer to spot the symptoms before
the fruit or vegetables turn ugly.
And let’s face it, farmers need water
to grow the produce, that is a simple
fact of nature. So much criticism is
lumped on farmers for the amount
of water they use to produce their
crops, and yet we have such high
expectations for the quality and
variety each time we enter the
supermarket. It’s time to realize that
if we choke off the water to grow our
crops, that production will eventually
end up in another country where we
cannot control how its produced,
what’s sprayed on it, and nearly void
of any food safety regulations.
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Monterey County Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 1449
Salinas, CA 93902
Phone: 831.751.3100
Fax: 831.751.3167
Email: mcfb@montereycfb.com
Office Hours: 7:30am - 4:30pm (M-F)
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Farm Bureau on the Web
Monterey County Farm Bureau | www.montereycfb.com
California Bureau | www.cfbf.com
American Farm Bureau | www.fb.org
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