Keeping Farmers Growing

Monterey County Farm Bureau
Celebrates 100 Years!
On September 30th, Monterey County
Farm Bureau threw a big party to celebrate
our Centennial, a time to honor the past,
celebrate the present, and anticipate the
future.
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Over 300 attended the celebration party
at the Spreckels Sugar Barn, located
on the Tanimura & Antle home ranch
property. This venue promotes the feel of
agricultural history by simply being inside
the immense space. Vintage tractors
and field implements decorated the
barn, and all were greeted with a glass of
champagne and mood-setting music from
local guitarist Taylor Rae.
The party was as strolling dinner affair,
with four main food stations plus a
dessert display. Beverages were available,
including premium whiskey tasting, wines
from local vineyards, mixed drink cocktails,
and a blind wine tasting contest.

pictures of former and current Monterey
County Farm Bureau leaders. We were
honored to have Congressman Jimmy
Panetta, State Senator Bill Monning,
Assemblymember Anna Caballero, and
Supervisor Luis Alejo attend and enjoy
the festive atmosphere. The evening of
celebration was capped off with two hours
of dancing, tunes provided by a local DJ.
Since 1917, Monterey County Farm Bureau
has represented thousands of members:
farmers, ranchers, landowners, agribusiness
and other interested parties. These
members have united into a collective
voice for agricultural advocacy, effecting
change necessary to protect the rights of
farmers and ranchers. Farm Bureau’s grass
roots approach to agricultural policy is
something to be proud of and celebrate.

continues on pg 2

During the event, a slide show of vintage
photographs showing the history of the
Salinas Valley ran continuously, including
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Monterey County Farm Bureau Celebrates 100 years!
(continued from pg 1)
Our Centennial Celebration
highlighted the past
accomplishments, honored the
past leaders who effected change,
and recognized the impact our
organization has made on Monterey
County this past century.
Enjoy a sample of pictures from
our Centennial Celebration in
this issue of Farm Focus® … more
pictures are available on the

Monterey County Farm Bureau
website and Facebook page.
A special thanks to our hardworking
Celebration Committee who
organized this great event: Mark
Kennedy, Chair; Brain Antle, Taryn
Barsotti, Aaron Baucom, John
Bramers, Jennifer Clarke, Amanda
DeDampierre, Kent Hibino, Jill
Kennedy, Colby Pereira, Kim Stemler,
April Theis, and Joel Wiley.

FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

3

®

A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Regulations Threaten California Agriculture’s Sustainability; Farmers
Say Regulatory Challenges Becoming too Difficult to Overcome
Written by: Todd Fitchette for Western Farm Press
Two California growers with ties to the
state’s main agricultural agency say
farming practices in America’s highest
grossing farm state will change – how
much so and to what extent depends
largely, but not solely, on regulatory
challenges foisted on farmers.
Don Cameron and A.G. Kawamura farm
in completely different areas of the state
with different microclimate concerns,
but similar marketing issues and under
regulatory challenges shared by all
farmers across the Golden State.
They also share the California
Department of Food and Agriculture
(CDFA) on their resumes as Cameron is
on the current board and Kawamura
served as secretary for the agency
under Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Terra Nova Ranch
Cameron is a first-generation grower
with roots in Redding, Calif. who fished
as a kid in the Sacramento River. Today,
he manages about 25 crops grown
across 7,000 acres of farmland in
western Fresno County.
Restrictive regulations and dozens of
different agencies affecting his cropping
decisions continue to make him less of
a farmer and more of a water manager,
human resources expert, and record
keeper - a few of his daily tasks.
“We know we’re going to have more
regulations as we go forward; that’s a
given,” Cameron says. “We know that the
California Legislature will pretty much tell
us what to farm and how to farm it.”
Water has long been an issue for
Cameron who learned decades ago
that water from wells on his farm
were insufficient at times to grow
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all his crops. Long before the recent
drought caused California lawmakers
to pass the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA), which
regulates how much water farmers
can pump from underground,
Cameron tried to provide a sustainable
balance to his aquifers by flooding
farmland from the Kings River.
First it was grapes in the early 1980s
and more recently he began flooding
almonds, pistachios and olives – not
only to irrigate them, but to recharge
the groundwater in his region.
“We started groundwater recharge a
long time ago because we knew our
water table was dropping and at some
point we’d run out of water,” he said.
He is now embarked on a progressive
project to use Kings River flood
flows to recharge his region. Though
the project has been green-lighted
by the appropriate agencies the
permitting process continues to slow
project completion.
Cameron figures that once SGMA is
fully implemented with its pumping
restrictions and wells metered he will
be forced to idle some of his land as
the law requires regions to sustainably
manage their groundwater resources.
He won’t be the only one as
farmers across the state will face
pumping restrictions.
“I’ve talked to some growers in Kern
County and they talk about idling
25-30 percent of their ground because
of SGMA,” he continued. “I think you’re
going to see a shift in what’s grown.”
Cameron believes popular high-value
crops like almonds will likely continue,
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though he doesn’t believe the rapid
acceleration of acreage seen in recent
years can be sustained under the
state’s water restrictions and supply.

Orange County Produce
Kawamura is a family partner in Orange
County Produce, an Irvine, Calif.-based
company that direct ships produce
grown on current and former military
installations, and on land as small as
three acres close to upscale apartment
complexes and major freeways.
Kawamura is a former CDFA
secretary and grandson of a farmer
forced off his southern California
land and into a Japanese internment
camp in Arizona during World War II.
The only reason the family did not
lose its farm at the time was because
Kawamura’s grandfather was able to
give his farm to his local banker, a trusted
businessman who once the war was
over returned the farm to the family.
Like Cameron, Kawamura believes
water availability will be the largest
driver in the success of farming in the
state. Aside from the available unpaved
space to farm in Orange County, water
is the single-most important factor in
his choice of land. By itself, picking land
can be as easy as spotting open parcels
with ample weeds.
“I know if the weeds are doing well
there then the soil is good enough to
grow crops,” he says.
Kawamura primarily farms organic
and conventional strawberries and
fresh market green beans on about
1,000 acres in the southland. In some

(continues on pg 6)
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Regulations Threaten California Agriculture’s Sustainability (continued from pg 4)
For instance, he once farmed certified
organic strawberries in a field wrought
with disease that conventional
treatments could help. Due in large part
to the regulated loss of methyl bromide
plus concerns from neighbors about
conventional farming practices he lost
the field to disease within months.
Another example he calls a
“microcosm of California business
practices. Kawamura was caught in a
political battle between a particular
city which he says has anti-business
and anti-agriculture views and the
property owner who leased it to him
to grow produce.
cases, his decision to farm certified
organic crops has more to do with
local ordinances and neighborhood
perceptions than it does pure
business decisions.
While perhaps necessary to protect
groundwater resources, SGMA is a
hurdle that Kawamura says can put a
farmer out of business.
“SGMA without a rudder of where
we’re heading as a nation or a
state is more than troubling - it’s
disturbing,” Kawamura says.
“We need to have a dialog over
the idea that California rules
and regulations are designed to
impede agriculture, shut it down,
or even eliminate certain kinds of
agriculture based on land use or
value,” he continued.
For Cameron, the necessity of
preserving aquifers should be
considered in concert with the
state’s abilities to produce food and
fiber. For instance, he once looked
at food produced on his farm and
discovered that it could sustain the
caloric needs of 200,000 people.
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“It’s kind of fun to put it in those
terms because people will think
you’re eliminating 25 percent of your
land to save water. It really means
you’re cutting out food to feed a lot
of people,” Cameron said.
While California has a “California
Agricultural Vision” document to set
a purpose, vision and goals for the
state’s multi-billion farming industry
it might be a moot point, according
to Kawamura.
“It’s as if agriculture is unwanted
in this state by the current
administration and even more
by this legislature,” the former Ag
Secretary says.
Over the years, Kawamura has
considered different things that
could put him out of business. Water
constraints, quarantines, export and
trade sanctions, fuel prices and labor
shutdowns can have the same net
effect on his business, yet at least some
can be mitigated with careful policy
that promotes business and farming
in a state that celebrates the foodie
movement and locally-grown produce.
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“It was pretty ugly,” he said. “They were
basically trying to extort money out of
a developer and we just happened to
be the tenant on the property.”

The future of California
agriculture?
Both farmers agree that changes
in the state’s political climate
do not bode well for California
agriculture’s sustainability, though
neither is completely bearish
about California agriculture.
Both talk about the impact of labor
access and costs on farming. The
hourly rate Kawamura must pay
workers in his fields is close to the
daily rate for workers 90 miles south
of him in Mexico.
For Cameron, staying in business now
is a matter of choosing profitable crops
with a contract before planting. In some
cases he leases land to companies
testing seed varieties in his climate.
Kawamura remains “nimble” - always
looking for opportunities to grow
crops on parcels that will probably be
developed in a few years.
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We thank our Centennial Celebration Sponsors!
Grand Event Sponsor

Harvester Sponsorship
• American Ag Credit
• Alliant Insurance
• American Door & Gates
• Church Brothers Farms
• Driscoll’s
• Industrial Pump Shop
• Pacific Ag Rentals &
Star Sanitation
• Riverview Farms
• SSB Construction

Rain Maker Sponsorship
• General Farm Investment /
The Farm
• Merrill Farms

• Sturdy Oil Company
• TopFlavor Farms

Cultivator Sponsorship

• Rio Farms & King City Nursery

• A & G Pumping

• Smith Family Wines

• Big W Sales

• Tanimura & Antle

• D’Arrigo Bros. Co. of CA
• Pure Water Monterey

Barn Raiser Sponsorship

• Takii Seeds, Inc.

• Costa Farms, Inc.
• Central Coast Garden Products
• Christensen & Giannini

• AM Ag Consulting, LLC

• Gonzales Machine & Forge Inc.

• Commercial Truck Co.

• Green Rubber / Kennedy Ag

• Duda Farm Fresh Foods

• L.A. Hearne Company

• 1st Capital Bank

• Mann Packing

• Keith Day Company

• Pinnacle Agriculture

• Meras Engineering

• Rabobank

• Monterey County Regional
Fire District

• Rava Ranches, Inc. &
Fresh Farms Inc.
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Seed Sower Sponsorship

• Neponset Ag

• Salinas Valley Memorial
Healthcare System

• Noland, Hammerly, Etienne
& Hoss

• Scheid Family Wines

• The Nunes Company, Inc.

• Toro Petroleum Corp.

• Sturdy Oil Company

• Valley Fabrication

• Triangle Farms

• Valley Pacific Petroleum Co.

• Wilbur-Ellis Company
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Did You Know?

From farmpolicyfacts.org
America’s farmers not only
produce the world’s safest
and most affordable food and
fiber supply, but they also
fuel the economy.
Fewer and fewer farmers are
being asked to feed more and
more hungry mouths, which
won’t happen without strong
farm policy.
Nearly 17 million Americans
produce, process, or sell food
and fiber comprising 9.2% of
total U.S. employment.
U.S. farms and ranches spent
$329 billion in local economies
to produce $394 billion
worth of goods for further
processing, consumption or
export in 2012.
American exported $140.9
billion in farm goods in 2013
with a $37.1 billion trade surplus.
American spend 13% of their
income on food – the lowest
of any country. This includes
money spent at restaurants.
Farm policy and crop insurance
account for only 16% of farm
bill funding. Nutrition program
are 78%.
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Ten Tips to Road Safety

The following information is provided by Nationwide, the #1 farm and ranch insurer in the U.S.
During the planting and harvest
seasons, more so than any other
time of the year, farm vehicles share
roadways with other every-day type
vehicles. Farm machinery and vehicles
that are common to encounter during
this time include planters, sprayers
and combines that are typically
moving from one field to another.
Trucks and tractors transporting
produce or farm supplies around the
region can also further congest these
already busy roadways.
Sharing the road with motorists
who are unfamiliar with large,
slow-moving farm equipment can
make for a very dangerous situation.
According to the National Safety
Council, accidents involving a farm
vehicle are five times more likely to
produce a fatality than any other
type of motor vehicle accident.
Because the potential for accidents
is high, we recommend you take
the necessary precautions to keep
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yourself and others safe. These quick
points listed below will help ensure
safety is your top priority when
operating or sharing the road with
any farm vehicle.
Common-sense Tips for Avoiding
Farm-Vehicle Accidents:
1. Clearly mark your vehicle.
Make sure your vehicle and
equipment are well marked with
reflective tape, lights or flags,
particularly if your equipment is
oversized or extends beyond one
lane of traffic.
2. Use your lights.
Keep headlights, reflectors
and turn signals clear of any
dirt or debris that may have
accumulated during work, and
always use turn signals when
turning and changing lanes.
Consider installing magnetic,
battery-operated lights that can
be purchased relatively cheaply.

FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

3. Install proper signage.
Properly install slow moving
vehicle (SMV) emblems so
motorists around you are aware
of the difference in speed
between your vehicle and theirs.
4. Watch your mirrors.
Always use rearview and side
mirrors so you know your
position on the roadway. The
mirrors will help make you aware
of your vehicle’s distance from
the shoulder.
5. Secure your load.
Equipment that is being towed
must be secured and properly
balanced. Double check that safetyhitch pins are securely fastened
before getting on the road.
6. Take it slow.
Drive slowly, especially when
making turns or driving down
steep inclines. Lower speeds will
help you avoid a rollover.

7. Travel on less-busy roads.
When possible, avoid highlytraveled roads, especially during
times when traffic is heaviest.
8. Keep passengers off of the
equipment.
Do not let passengers, especially
children, ride anywhere on the
vehicle except for inside the
cabin, when it is safe to do so.

Nationwide is the endorsed insurance and financial services provider
for the California Farm Bureau. In 2017, Nationwide expanded the
relationship offering workers’ compensation coverage for farm and
ranch members. Nationwide is the #1 farm insurer in the U.S. and a
leading provider of insurance and risk management solutions for
commercial agribusinesses. To learn more about Nationwide farm insurance and other
commercial coverages: Nationwide.com/agribusiness. To find a local Nationwide agent:
FarmAgentFinder.com. Nationwide, a Fortune 100 company based in Columbus, OH, is
one of the largest diversified insurance and financial services organizations in the U.S.

9. Know your state laws
and regulations.
Stay informed of the latest codes
and requirements in your state,
as well as recommendations
from the American Society of
Agricultural Engineers (ASAE) for
equipment-like vehicle markers.
10. Practice good maintenance.
Always keep your vehicles and
equipment well maintained and
your farm equipment insurance
and farm car insurance current.
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Pundits Miss the Point in Writing about Agriculture
Written by: Dave Kranz for Ag Alert®

With a steady drip, drip, drip, pundits
have stepped up their ongoing efforts
to undermine California agriculture. The
state’s farmers, ranchers and everyone
who depends on them—all of us,
basically—must be prepared to counter
the arguments these pundits use to
justify taking farmland out of production.
Since late September, California
newspapers have carried editorials
or commentaries that explicitly or
implicitly encourage the shrinking of
the state’s agricultural base.
In a Sept. 21 editorial, the Sacramento
Bee said of farmers in the western
San Joaquin Valley, “Ultimately, they
may need to fallow their land. The
answer is not, as some farmers and
politicians urge, to abandon the laws
that protect endangered species.”
Not to be outdone, the San Jose
Mercury News printed a commentary
the following day from a writer who
advocated an end to farming on
islands in the Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta, describing farming in the delta
as “unsustainable” and a source of
“massive concentrations of carbon
dioxide that drive climate change.”
Next it was the Bee again, publishing
a commentary to coincide with the
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annual Sacramento Farm-to-Fork
Festival, from a writer who chided the
region for clinging to its “agricultural past.”
The writer proudly described how he
had overseen removal of peach orchards
in the Santa Clara Valley as part of a
“historic transition from farm to factory.”
Last week, the Mercury News trotted
out the hoary old specter of Big Ag
(capital B, capital A, of course), in
criticizing legislation intended to allow
a neutral arbitrator to review waterrights cases before the state water
board, saying the governor would be
caving to Big Ag if he signed it.
Most recently, the Bee carried a
commentary from an environmental
group representative, who said it’s
“simply not fair” that California farmers
use water to grow crops that will
be sold outside the state, even—
gasp—to people in other countries.
He suggested a tax on water used to
irrigate crops grown for export.
If they’re saying all this in newspaper
editorials and commentaries, you can
bet they’re saying it in the offices of
elected and appointed government
officials, too. That’s why farmers and
ranchers need to remain active and
engaged in public policy.
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So, how to respond to all this?
To start, farmers aren’t calling for
endangered-species laws to be
abandoned, but to be applied
reasonably. Agriculture accounts for
only a small proportion of California
greenhouse-gas emissions. Taxing
water used to grow export crops is
as impractical as it is ridiculous; what
about taxing all the other products
California exports?
More to the point: Any time someone
recommends taking huge swaths of
California farmland out of production,
they should be challenged to tell us
where people should farm, instead.
Humans need food, and California
farmers can produce it more
efficiently, in greater volume, with less
environmental impact and in higher
quality, than anywhere else in the world.
If we take California land out of
production, where should the
replacement land be? And what would
be the environmental impact of that?
I’ve been observing California farm
and water issues for a long time, and
I’ve never heard anyone in media or
academia address those questions. How
would the environmental footprint
of global food production change—

number of acres needed, amount of
water needed, etc.—if California farmers
are forced out of business because
maintaining agriculture here becomes a
low priority?
The writer who disparaged Sacramento’s
embrace of the farm-to-fork culture
apparently considers agriculture to be
part of the “old economy”—not as sexy
as technology or whatever would be
considered “new.” But we forget that
agriculture is the “always economy,”
because people will always need to
eat. California farmers have led the way
in technological innovation, and in
pioneering new crops and new ways to
grow them. Let’s not throw that away in
the chase for the latest shiny, new thing,
whatever it might be.
As for the old “Big Ag” canard:
Applying “Big” to any sector of the

economy is just an unimaginative
way to cast it as the enemy. We
should demand better of our
pundits—especially in a state
where 95 percent of the farms are
operated by families, partnerships
or family corporations, and the
average farm is 110 acres smaller
than the national average.
By the way, it hasn’t been all antiagriculture, all the time, in the opinion
sections. In late September, the
Orange County Register published
a commentary from Michael
Shires, a professor of public policy
at Pepperdine University who has
studied the importance of agriculture
to the Central Valley economy. He
pointed out how healthy, Californiagrown food benefits families living
throughout the state.

“Dismantling the state’s agriculture
economy in the Central Valley would
not only make America dependent
on foreign producers not subject to
worker, environmental and food safety
regulations, but would disrupt the lives
of tens of thousands of Californians and
their local communities,” Shires wrote.
The bottom line, he said, is that
“agriculture is impossible to replace,
and we shouldn’t want to.”
That’s the message farmers,
ranchers and all of us who depend
on them need to reinforce with our
elected officials.
Dave Kranz edits Ag Alert and
manages the California Farm Bureau
Federation Communications/News
Division. He may be contacted at
dkranz@cfbf.com.
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What’s On Tap for 2018?

Written by: Norm Groot, Executive Director
Well, we are wrapping up a very busy
year with 2017 coming to a conclusion,
one that saw the agricultural community locally involved in a number of key
issues. We elected Directors to the Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency not just once, but twice,
in 2017. We endured numerous water
and land use issues, including adoption of critical TMDL provisions by the
Central Coast Regional Water Quality
Control Board. And we limped along
with labor shortages and a lack of any
immigration reform happening on a
Federal level. Oh, we also dealt with
the Trump rhetoric machine as it generated lots of sound bites in the media
… and required a lot of responses from
our office locally.
Looking forward to a new year, where
do we go after such a chaotic and
turbulent year for local agricultural
operations? The crystal ball is sitting
on my desk and it has yet to clear fully to determine what will be our issue
du jour for each month in 2018.
I will focus here on a few items of
interest to our local Ag community:
groundwater sustainability and the
irrigated lands program. Certainly not
small subjects, and together they represent a huge portion of the resources
that Farm Bureau will be dedicating on
behalf of Monterey County members.
After formally establishing the Salinas
Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability
Agency (SVBGSA) this last spring, we are
now entering the phase where a sustainability plan must be developed and
submitted to the State Water Resources
Control Board by 2020. That’s just two
short years away to develop provisions
of how we, as a collective community
with many stakeholders, want to handle
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our groundwater. We await the County’s groundwater assessment in full report form yet, as part of the General Plan
policy from 2010, which will hopefully
confirm that sustainability in the basin is
not that far from achieving. Our biggest
issue remains seawater intrusion and
how to halt the continued growth of
the intruded areas along the coast.
Certainly any sustainability plan we
consider will need to include future
projects that may or may not incorporate those that are already under
consideration, such as the inter-lake
tunnel connection, expansion of
CSIP, or Water Permit 11043. It will be
important to identify the projects that
will help us gain in the battle against
seawater intrusion and give us the
best bang-for-the-buck as undoubtedly these new projects will cost far more
than the total sum we’ve spent as a
community in the past seven decades.
With all the various stakeholders
involved in this process, it will be interesting to see how much consensus
we can gather initially to help meet
the deadline of 2020. There are bound
to be various opinions on the provisions of the plan, how it will be implemented and enforced, what coalitions
can Agriculture build to gain support
amongst the stakeholders, and most
importantly, how it will be paid for.
The challenge will be to maintain
sufficient water for irrigation while not
trampling on water rights and gaining
that incremental recharge to bring the
basin into sustainability compliance.
Switching to the Irrigated Lands Program (ILP), Ag Waiver 3.0 is set to expire
in March 2020 which means a new ILP
will need to be developed and ready
for adoption by that date. In October,
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we saw the release of the reworked
State Water Resources Control Board
vision for an ILP in the Eastern San Joaquin, which has become the predictive
bellweather for all ILPs throughout the
state due to its precedential nature.
Reviewing the revisions to the Eastern
San Joaquin ILP, there are still many
provisions and requirements that
simply will not work for Central Coast
farm operators due to our intensified
crop rotations, leasehold changes,
and different soil types (and climates).
These new requirements of all ILPs
may just be the tipping point that puts
the viability of smaller farms in jeopardy by including all low-risk crops for all
future compliance requirements. We
already experience significant costs for
our surface water and groundwater
coalitions, and expanded requirements under this new ILP will increase
those costs substantially.
With all these changes, the management of water quality is moving more
towards the third-party entities or
coalitions who will be doing the vast
majority of the work that the regional
water boards are charged in doing
themselves. Any incentives for joining
a coalition will be negated by either
higher costs (than what some growers
may be able to do on their own) or the
recent legal and administrative decisions about data confidentiality. This
will need to be a serious consideration
for continuation of coalitions on the
Central Coast … and whether they are
capable of morphing into new missions
that satisfy the new requirements.
With just these two issues Farm
Bureau will be busy in 2018; thanks
for your membership and your trust
in what we do.
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P.O. Box 1449
Salinas, CA 93902
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 831.751.3100
Email: administration@montereycfb.com
Office Hours: 7:00am - 4:00pm (M-F)

SERVING MONTEREY COUNTY AGRICULTURE SINCE 1917

