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It’s the result of minimal rainfall for the past two years … everyone has
water upon their lips, thinks about it nearly constantly, and probably
dreams about it regularly. Whether its water quantity, quality, or
use, the subject these days at nearly every meeting or forum is water,
water, water.
Monterey County Farm Bureau continues
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The Agricultural community took a big step
this year by establishing a new groundwater
monitoring program for the Central Coast,
fully self-funded, to characterize the quality
of our groundwater resources and identify
the areas of greatest concern. Clean
drinking water for all communities is a high
priority for farmers and ranchers, and this
program will provide an adequate
assessment of our groundwater basins.

We are still facing groundwater quality

Rainfall may or may not fill our reservoirs
to a level where year-round releases will
continue to be possible for groundwater
percolation and recharge … but will we
see levels of these reservoirs that really

issues that may take many decades to
resolve, and the debate on how to handle

Not to mention the potential for flooding

this problem continues unabated. Today’s

along the Salinas River should we have

farming practices don’t even resemble
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those of twenty or thirty years ago; changes
to the methods and use of fertilizers have
come with better farming practices
developed through sound science and
research on crop yields.
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Monterey County Farm Bureau and Central Coast Young
Farmers & Ranchers, in partnership with American Ag
Credit, awarded scholarships to students from Monterey
and San Benito County High Schools studying an Agricultural
curriculum at a four year university or community college.
Their educations will prepare these students for a career in
the Agricultural community after graduation. Scholarships
for the 2013/2014 academic year were awarded to:
Erica Bianchi is the recipient of a $2,000 combined
scholarship from MCFB and CCYF&R, and $1,000 from
American Ag Credit. Erica is a graduate of San Benito High
School and attends California State University, Fresno
majoring in AgriBusiness and Animal Science.
Victoria Silva is the recipient of a $2,000 combined
scholarship from MCFB and CCYF&R, and $1,000 from
American Ag Credit. Bryan is a graduate of Salinas High
School and attends River College majoring in General
Agriculture.
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Scholarships Awarded to Local Ag Students

Drowning in Water Issues (continued from front page)
manage our resources in the best manner? The renewed interest in a project to
link our two reservoirs for storage management has led to reanalyzing our water
management strategies.
And who should gain the benefit from the improved management of our resources?
We still have projects proposed decades ago that will help to combat the further
intrusion of sea water into the Salinas basin. These projects will place water
where it’s needed most, to create pressure underground and halt sea water
intrusion… and maybe even begin to retard the extent of which it reaches inland.
Providing alternative water sources to remove more groundwater pumping in the
coastal zone is where the expansion of CSIP and new municipal water sources
can become a reality.
And dare we even think that a groundwater recharge project, similar to what is
currently operating in Orange County, could make a difference in our overall water
supplies? Forward thinking projects like an inject, store, and recovery process
will help us solve our collective water supply issues, providing we all work together
to find solutions.
We are definitely in a period where water has become the buzzword on everyone’s
lips... due mainly to our lack of rainfall, but also because of new regulatory pressures
on water supply and quality. We all must work collaboratively to come up with
solutions to our collective water issues, no matter how broad or narrow the
individual focus.

Alyssa Abercrombie is the recipient of a $1,000 scholarship
from CCYF&R. Erica is a graduate of San Benito High
School and attends Cal Poly San Luis Obispo majoring in
Agricultural Business.
Justin Carroll is the recipient of a $500 scholarship from
CCYF&R. Justin is a graduate of Salinas High School
and attends Modesto Junior College majoring in Animal
Science.
Cecilia Sanchez is the recipient of a $1000 scholarship
from CCYF&R. Cecilia graduated from Salinas High School
and attends Cal Poly San Luis Obispo majoring in Animal
Science.
Saul Soto is the recipient of a $500 scholarship from
CCYF&R. Saul graduated from Alisal High School and
attends California State University, Fresno majoring in
Ag Business.
John Thompson was awarded a $500 scholarship from
CCYF&R. John graduated from San Benito High School
and attends California State University, Chico majoring in
Ag Business.

These students submitted excellent essays as part of their
application; here are some excerpts of the responses to
the essay question about food safety and the role that
farmers can play in future safety enhancements:
“California farmers have always been vigilant in the
monitoring of the supply chain. The (farmers) recognized
early on that they must lead the direction of the regulations
that come from food safety events as opposed to being
ruled by regulations from regulators that don’t live
the business day in and day out. Who better to find
opportunities for safety improvement than the farmers and
ranchers, packers and shippers that supply the world with
their produce?” - Justin Carroll
“With our technology on the rise, we are sure to see a
constant positive movement towards being the best
agricultural state in America. It seems to me that California
will always be a massive contributor to our nation’s food
supply; if we keep relying on our ranchers and farmers to
keep agricultural products flowing, our nation will see that
California is a great role model for success. Ranchers and
farmers have the opportunity to lead in making it possible
for every agricultural product in grocery stores and markets
to be known for its high quality and safe-to-eat products.
Food safety has come such a long way in the production
of agriculture and will keep advancing with more efficient
and affordable technology and food safety programs
throughout the Golden State.” - Alyssa Abercrombie
We are pleased that our Universities and Colleges continue
to offer Agricultural curriculums and attract the brightest
of our local students. All these scholarship winners
demonstrated that they possess broad knowledge of the
challenges facing production agriculture in our region.

Scholarship applications for the 2014-2015 academic year
will be available around March 1st... check our website to
download forms. Deadline for application submissions is
May 1st.

MCFB and CC YF&R are proud to offer scholarships each year to college students pursuing
a career in Agriculture, helping the next generation gain the knowledge needed to be
successful farmers.

Designed by Schipper Design
www.schipperdesign.com
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Learn how your agriculture business can save
electricity now — so you’re ready for time-of-use rates.
In March of 2014, more small- and medium-sized agriculture customers of
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) will move to time-of-use electric rates.
(continued from page 4)
More Information and Tools
PG&E is committed to helping
agriculture customers understand
and better manage their energy
use, as well as benefit from
time-of-use rates. A number of
no-cost, easy-to-use tools are
available to help:

Save 20% on Your
Workers’ Comp Premium
with State Fund and the
California Farm Bureau®

Ways to lower your electric bill
Small changes can make a difference. Here
are some tips that can help agriculture
customers conserve electricity every day.

State Fund and the Farm Bureau have helped California
grow over the years and we want to help you grow
your business. Together, we offer a 20 percent workers’
compensation insurance discount with all the benefits
you have come to count on us for.
Call today and save. Contact your broker or
call us at (888) STATEFUND.

• My Energy– Lets you view
your energy use and
rate options.

Time-of-use rates are replacing current
flat rates, which charge the same price
no matter the time of day. This is part of
a statewide plan, including other
California utilities, to ensure greater
power reliability and a brighter energy
future.
All agriculture customers will eventually
transition to time-of-use rates. PG&E’s
large agricultural and large commercial
and industrial customers already
underwent this transition. Customers
will receive multiple notices in advance

4

of their transition date and will also have
the ability to opt in to Peak Day Pricing.
Peak Day Pricing is another pricing plan
offered by PG&E that combines a timeof-use pricing plan with Peak Day Pricing
event day surcharges and summer
credits. The time-of-use portion of this
plan offers everyday lower prices during
periods when electric demand is low,
and higher prices when demand is high.
On Peak Day Pricing, customers will
experience between nine and 15 event
days annually, in addition to time-of-use
pricing. A higher rate is charged during
peak times on event days. In return,
Peak Day Pricing customers will receive
credits for all other electricity use
between May 1 and October 31. Many
agriculture customers who can conserve
electricity during high-demand hours and
Peak Day Pricing event hours can save
money on their annual electric bills.

• Business Energy Checkup
– Provides an online
customized energy
assessment and savings
plan.
• Money-Back Tool – Shows
available rebates and
incentives that fit your
business’ energy needs.
Visit pge.com/TOU to try these
tools for yourself and discover
ways to save. You can also call
1-877-311-FARM(3276) to speak
with a dedicated PG&E
agriculture customer service
representative.
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PG&E is proud to be a sponsor of the 95th
Annual Meeting of the California Farm
Bureau, taking place December 7-11 in
Monterey. Come visit the PG&E booth and
attend the Farm Bureau Members &
Leaders reception at the Portola Hotel on
Tuesday, December 10 at 5 p.m.

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.

Time-of-use rates are reduced in
mornings, evenings, overnight,
weekends and holidays when demand
is typically lowest. Rates increase during
summer weekday afternoons when
demand is highest, typically noon to 6
p.m., May through October. This means
that when you use energy is just as
important as how much you use.

Together, we’ll help keep California working.
statefundca.com
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What’s keeping Farm Bureau occupied?

WRITTEN BY: MITCH LIES, FOR THE CAPITAL PRESS

WRITTEN BY: NORM GROOT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I have to say this year just flew by! I
guess that’s what happens when there
is more than enough to keep the days
busy, the weeks jam-packed, and the
months hectic. There has been no
shortage of issues, meetings,
conferences, and opportunities that
came to us while we work to protect
our farmers and their livelihood.
Many of these items became longerterm projects … from month to month,
changing our outlooks on how to
provide solutions to pressing issues.
Here is a review of some of the issues
that your Farm Bureau has been active
in during 2013:
In cooperation with our industry
partner organizations, MCFB helped to
establish the Central Coast Groundwater
Coalition, a new entity to monitor
groundwater in six counties of our
Water Board region. This project could
not have come off without the
assistance of the Grower-Shipper
Association of Central California,
Western Growers, and our local county
Farm Bureau organizations. Together,
we defined the organizational entity that
will collect samples, collate testing
results, and ultimately, produce an
accurate characterization of groundwater
quality along the Central Coast.
•

Our involvement in the Monterey
Peninsula Water Supply Project became
very intense during the late spring and
summer months as the interveners
crafted settlement documents that
were submitted to the Public Utilities
Commission on July 31st. While MCFB
signed on only to the general settlement
agreement, we worked closely with the
Salinas Valley Water Coalition and their
hydrologists to develop requirements
for groundwater hyrdogeologic tests
•
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required to valid the source water intake
proposal in the north Marina area. There
is a long way to go before this project
is certified for construction, including
the environmental impact report that
will take in everything from financing
and cost caps, to water demand
projections and outfall discharges. One
important part of this EIR will be the
results from the hydrology tests, test
well, and water quality results for the
source water intakes, delineating the
aquifer impacts.
• Flood control along the Salinas River
channel has become non-existent in
the past five years, to the point where
vegetation and sediment growth inhibit
water velocity and capacity severely.
MCFB has been active in seeking a
solution for channel maintenance,
seeking both short-term and long-term
programs that will enhance flood
protection for landowners as well as
municipal and infrastructure facilities
along the river. Discussions are ongoing for a proposed pilot program that
may provide insight into what can be
possible, and most importantly,
permittable.
Actively seeking a solution to our
dysfunctional immigration laws, MCFB
participates in a national coalition of
agricultural business associations that
are seeking a comprehensive solution
to immigration reform. We remain
frustrated that the House of
Representatives is reluctant to allow
this issue to see the light of day, yet
remain confident that we can move
something forward in the near future.
By utilizing the strength of this coalition,
we are able to convey the importance
and need for a legal, stable, and reliable
work force for Salinas Valley growers.
•

‘Perfect storm’ of factors blamed for colony collapse

Locally, the
implementation of
the Monterey
County General
Plan, updated in
late 2010, placed
nearly
100
ordinances into play. MCFB has
participated in stakeholder groups for
ordinances ranging from private
property access rules, alternative
energy installations, right to farm, and
property line adjustments. The biggest
ordinance still in play remains the
revisions to the well ordinance (in
reality, a complete rewrite). While this
went through the Ag Advisory
Committee over a period of months this
past summer, we remain involved with
the development of language that
adequately protects the use of
groundwater in the Salinas Valley basin,
as promised in General Plan policies.
Finding language that fits all the
requirements will be a challenge in
2014.
•

Diesel engines and truck rules are
being revised for 2014, allowing for
additional registrations of Ag trucks with
specific qualifications. MCFB has
worked with our local Air Board to
understand these rule changes, as well
as provided information to the local Ag
community on regulatory requirements
for all farm equipment. We escaped
the tractor rules, for now, a direct result
of a meeting here at our office earlier
this year with CARB representatives;
we will continue to monitor this issue
throughout the coming year.
•

We meet with local and State elected
officials regularly to promote a
sustainable agricultural community, one
•

According to the U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service, 1440
American plant and animal
species are currently listed
as endangered or threatened
under the Endangered
Species Act. Another 182
species are candidates for
listing. Yet only a handful
have ever been removed
from the list in the 40-year
history of the ESA.
An Oregon State University bee expert
says that it is wrong to blame colony
collapse disorder on neonicotinoid
insecticides.
Ramesh Sagili, an assistant professor
in the Department of Horticulture at
OSU, said that exposure to
neonicotinoids and other pesticides is
just one of many factors contributing
to the recent decline in bee populations.
“We don’t have much evidence at this
time that neonicotinoids are causing
these losses,” he said.
Sagili characterized colony collapse
disorder as “complex and multifactorial.”
“They are like a perfect storm (of
factors),” he said Oct. 17 during a
pesticide workshop at the North
Willamette Research and Extension
Center.

Since 2007, bee colony loss on a
national scale has been occurring at
a rate of about 360 percent a year,
twice what is considered normal.
Sagili identified a parasite, the varroa
mite, as the No. 1 factor in causing
this disorder. First found in the U.S.
in the mid-1980s, the mite sucks
blood from the adults and pupae and
vectors a disease-causing virus.
Pacific Northwest honey bee losses
before the varroa mite emerged
were estimated at between 10 and
15 percent, he said. Since the 1990s,
when the varroa mite came onto the
scene, commercial colony losses have
averaged about 25 percent.
Sagili said that in addition to losses
caused directly by the mite, pesticides
used to control it are contributing to
colony collapse, in part by combining
with pesticides bees are exposed to
unintentionally to create a cocktail of
toxicity.
Other leading factors contributing to
colony collapse disorder include:
migration, where beekeepers move
hives long distances, in some cases
forcing bees to adjust to extreme
temperature changes; mono-cropping,
where bees pollinate a single crop,
restricting their diet; and malnutrition.
“We think malnutrition is also playing
a role,” Sagili said.
Neonicotinoids, first registered for use
in the U.S. in 1992, are likely contributing
to the disorder, he said, but are not the
leading cause.

He said several other insecticides are
likely contributing to the decline in the
bee population.
Bees are exposed to neonicotinoids by
a variety of methods, Sagili said,
including the feeding on pollen of plants
treated with the systemic pesticide,
and direct contact with foliar sprays.
Growers can help limit bee losses to
pesticides by choosing insecticides with
low toxicity to bees, avoiding spraying
plants during bloom, and protecting
water sources from pesticide
contamination, Sagili said.

“Since 2007, bee colony
loss on a national scale
has been occurring at
a rate of about 360
percent a year, twice what
is considered normal.”

(continued on page 14)
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What keeps farmers busy during the winter?
As we close out the year
here in the Salinas Valley,
you have probably noticed
that many of the fields
that were once green with
vegetables and lettuce are
now bare dirt, carefully
tilled and furrowed. Winter
is setting in, the few months
of the year where crops
grown here are taking a
break due to colder weather
and (hopefully) rainfall.
So, you wonder, what do
farmers do when their fields
are not producing products
for our hungry nation?
A lot of our local farming operations
move to the Yuma area to produce
during the winter months … those
months when the desert heat is not
nearly so oppressive, taking advantage
of the moderate daytime temperatures
that promote good growth for lettuce
and vegetables. Equipment and crews
have been dispatched to the southwest
corner of Arizona and southeast
California to start growing their crops
… many are already being harvested,
having been planted earlier this fall.

Valley … there is a lot of regulatory
compliance that still continues for
farming operations here. In early
October, all growers were required to
complete an on-line Annual Compliance
Form for the Central Coast Regional
Water Quality Control Board; this
compliance form asks about irrigation
techniques and water use, practices
concerning water runoff, and water
quality data. This is the second year
that this form has been required, which
is an extensive list of questions for each
farm operation … and many growers
have multiple farm operations requiring
multiple filings.
In addition, growers will be required to
electronically characterize the risk for
nitrogen pollution in an additional filing
due in January. This is a complex
review of water use and crop practices
that will help determine if there is a
potential groundwater threat. This is
the first year of this type of requirement,
and many growers may need to hire
expert consultants to help with this risk
assessment.

Much has been printed about historical
nitrogen use (i.e. fertilizers) that may
have contributed to the degradation of
California’s groundwater resources. The
report issued by the University of
California, Davis last year substantially
blamed agricultural fertilizers for our
groundwater woes, while here in the
Salinas Valley we know there were
many other contributing factors, such
as septic tanks, military uses, legacy
dairy influences, and natural occurrences
that have been observed in our soils.
The screams in Sacramento are now
focusing on fertilizer use as an aggregate
amount; soon farmers may be required
to report their fertilizer use by field and
crop. While it is good to know how
much fertilizer is applied, this does not
begin to tell the true story of how
fertilizer is used to produce the crop
quality the consumer market demands.

(continued from page 8)
crops grown during each season on
these quarter acre blocks, this means
the farming operation has 2,400
individual nitrogen use reports that
could be filed each year. This becomes
a substantial burden of reporting,
certainly not without cost, and creating
more pressure on the thin margins that
growers already contend with. In the
aggregate, how will multiple small crop
reports affect the overall picture of
fertilizer use? At what point does the

regulatory burden of reporting outweigh
the benefits of data? The end result is
that farmers will spend more time in
front of computers than in the field
growing crops.
If this type of nitrogen reporting is
ultimately required by our legislators, it
will be added to the long list of other
reports growers must file each year.
Reports on diesel trucks used for Ag
production, underground fuel tanks,
water use from irrigation wells, water
quality both in wells and surface
discharges, labor safety training, food

safety audits, and the list goes on.
Contrary to what is most commonly
believed, Agriculture is one of the most
heavily regulated industries in California,
and yet we produce the safest and
cheapest food supply in the world.
So don’t think that there are no farming
activities simply because you don’t see
crops growing in the fields these next
two or three months. Farmers are
continuing to manage their natural
resources in a manner that sustains our
environment while producing the fresh
fruits and vegetables for our dinner
tables.

So imagine that a farming operation has
200 acres in production, with crops
grown in quarter acre blocks (top
promote healthy soil by rotating crops
during the season). If there are three

“Contrary to what is most commonly believed,
Agriculture is one of the most heavily regulated
industries in California, and yet we produce the
safest and cheapest food supply in the world.”

That doesn’t mean there isn’t any
activity for growers here in the Salinas

8
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A small investment

Big Deals on Big Power.

with big returns...

Capacity with Control

Protect your bottom line by helping to elect
decision makers who value family farms and ranches.
FARM PAC SM works tirelessly to support candidates for California offices who promote
commonsense solutions, not excessive regulations. Your contributions to FARM PAC—
the California Farm Bureau Fund to Protect the Family Farm—go to supporting political
campaigns that work for you and your family. (State ID# 760960 )

California Farm Bureau Fund
to Protect the Family Farm

48 MONTHS
Take A Test
Drive Today!«

Business Plan
✓ Rent
❑

5100MH High-Crop Utility Ttractor
Comfort and convenience are standard on every 5100MH
Tractor, regardless of which operator station you choose.
Choose the open-station model, and you get platform-mounted
shift levers, suspended pedals, and well-placed controls for a
clean, uncluttered work environment. With more than 23 inches
(594 mm) of front axle clearance, the 5100MH gives you all the
room you need to clear taller crops.

✓FARM PAC
❑
✓ Fertilizer
❑
✓ Seed
❑
✓ Equipment
❑

Everything about the hydraulic
system on the 5100MH says
“easy to use.” First, take a look at
the SCV controls. Conveniently
located to the operator’s right,
each SCV lever is color-coded to
correspond to the valve it
controls.
Your 5100MH can be ordered
with up to six total SCV valves
including the optional triple
deluxe rear SCVs for the ultimate
in hydraulic performance and
versatility.

Powerful Versatility
Two Transmission Choices
• Hydro Power Steering
• 23-Inch Axle Clearance
• Open-Center Hydraulics
• Wet-Disk Brakes
• Mid-Chassis Sprayer
• 3-Point Hitch Capacity
• Economy PTO Mode

www.JohnDeere.com

C A L IFOR NI A

FARM BUREAU
F E D E R A T I O N

«

Find out how you can take action. Go to www.cfbf.com or call 1-800-698-3276.

Offer ends February 3, 2014 ^Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options. 1180.0% for 48 months. Valid only at participating US dealers.

AF2KKCU1A96347-CCM-8X111116MCFB-4C-00401460

The Economics of Monterey County and California
second highest of all 50 states. No
doubt, increased regulation and a
dysfunctional State government, as well
as antiquated tax laws, hurt our chances
to manage our fiscal resources in a
manner that enhances our quality of life
statewide.

A recent USA Today survey found that
California is dead last as the worst-run
state in our Country! Yes, the 10th
largest economy in the world has a big
problem managing its financial
resources.
In this survey, California’s debt-percapita is the 20th highest in the nation,
with our unemployment rate as the

12

Contrast this to the Monterey County
economy … supported largely by
Agriculture at $4.2 billion in 2012, and
an overall impact of around $8.7 billion
when all the ancillary business and
employee spending are added in. This
places Agriculture at nearly 2.5 times
larger than the next largest economic
element, tourism. Between Agriculture
and Hospitality, nearly 1 in every 2
employees in Monterey County works
in these industries.

Agriculture has steadily grown through
the past decade in terms of dollars
produced, largely due to the
resourcefulness of local farmers who
have increased yields without using
more water or harming their resources.
This growth has allowed our County to
continue to prosper during hard
economic times that affected other
parts of our State more dramatically.
Yet Monterey County is first thought
of for its scenic beauty along the coast,
the Aquarium, cultural events, coastal
towns, and raceway. While Monterey
County may be the third largest
agricultural county in California, most
grocery shoppers don’t even know their
produce comes from our area.
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(continued from page 12)
Indeed, nearly 56% of the nation’s
lettuce comes from Monterey County
annually. We are the leading producer
of strawberries in our State, export
fresh vegetables and fruits to over 25
countries, and wine grape production
is becoming a significant element
relative to Napa.
This is due to the moderate climate,
rich soils, and water sources we have
here … which also makes for a great

quality of life for all residents. We have
great dining experiences, tourist
attractions that are world renown, and
a wine corridor that was named one of
the world’s ten best destinations for
wine tasting.
Monterey County attracts more than
three million visitors each year … they
come to see our coastline and enjoy
our food and wine, attend our events,
and support our local hotels. We are

indeed blessed with multiple attractions
that make this one of the most traveled
areas in California.
We often take what we have for
granted... living in Monterey County
should be anything but. We have a
strong, diverse economic base that
defies everything that may be wrong
with our State’s ability to manage itself
for the greater good.

“We are the leading producer of strawberries in
our State, export fresh vegetables and fruits to
over 25 countries, and wine grape production is
becoming a significant element relative to Napa.”
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You Can Count

Christian Aparicio
Health Net

on Health Net

Simple, affordable solutions that meet your needs and your budget
Health Net health coverage is a benefit of Farm Bureau membership.1 You can count on
us to deliver straightforward costs without compromise of quality, simplicity or value.
Call your authorized Health Net agent, or contact
our Member Services, and discover how we make
health care work for you! 1-800-909-3447, option 2;
www.healthnet.com
1California Farm Bureau Members’ Health Insurance Plans are

underwritten by Health Net Life Insurance Company.
Health Net Life Insurance Company is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Health Net is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. Farm Bureau and
the Farm Bureau logo are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation, used under license by Health Net Life Insurance
Company. All rights reserved.

that is important to our economy and
supplies food that feeds our nation.
Our local economy depends on the
success of local farms and ranches; we
aim to keep the goal of a vibrant
agricultural element when considering
any new legislation or regulation.

From tractors to tanks, buildings to bottling lines,
hay balers to wine barrels, we can help you lease
most anything — with quick turnarounds,
flexible payments and usually no money down.

Contact us about a leasing program
tailored to your needs.

SALINAS
924 East Blanco Road
Call 831.424.1756 today
or visit AgLoan.com
A part of the Farm Credit System.
Equal Opportunity Lender.
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Your Partner For Success
MIKE CURTICE
831-238-2020

What’s Keeping Farm Bureau
Occupied? (continued from page 6)

DIRT (ISN’T) CHEAP

AAC_MontereyCoFB_4.625x4.75_Lease1.indd 1

Mike Curtice is a 7th generation
Monterey County resident with
over thirty five years in the automobile industry, all locally. For
the past twenty seven years,
Mike has specialized his trade in
commercial business. His vast
knowledge of the fleet
programs and benefits when
purchasing vehicles, make his
service worth considering if you
have a vehicle purchase in your
future. Many of the agriculture
businesses in the Valley use
Mike exclusively, as he is an
active member of the Farm
Bureau of Monterey County.
Mike knows the AG business and
how to build their trucks. If you
want to deal with a true fleet
salesman, consider Mike Curtice
for your next purchase.

Monterey County Farm Bureau
continues to work for its members,
participating in a wide range of meetings
and issues that farmers don’t have the
time to attend or work on themselves;
regulatory burdens are increasingly
pushing farmers into new territory for
operational challenges.
We’re there for you, and your
membership in Farm Bureau assures
that you will be part of the largest Ag
membership association locally and
statewide. This type of representation
comes with your membership each
year; supporting us with your
membership will allow us to continue
to support your way of life!
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THE FOLLOWING IS A PARTIAL LIST OF CLIENTS THAT ENDORSE MIKE
REITER BROS

COASTAL FORD TRACTOR

BRIAN SNOW

DUDA FARMS

MONTEREY MUSHROOMS

STEVE BENNETTS

TOP FLAVOR FARMS

PROGENY GENETICS

RICHARD MORGANTIN

MAJOR FARMS

PEZZINI FARMS

MERV SELFRIDGE

ANDREW SMITH CO.

BENGARD FARMS

MIKE KENNEDY

ELKHORN PACKING

AMERICAN AS CREDIT

JIM COX

FRESH EXPRESS

MIKE CHUCK FARMS

P.A.R

LOS COCHES FARM

EARTHBOUND FARMS

AMERICAN TAKAII

  

ADDR ES S ING T HE NEEDS OF IND IV IDUA L BUS I NES S ES A ND P LA NT I NG T HE S EED S F OR A
S UCCES S FUL FUT UR E .
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