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Stability, Service and Commitment to our Clients’ Needs.
Creating lasting relationships and
providing superior legal service for nearly 85 years.
Exp E riE nc Ed atto rnE ys , s pE c ia l iz ing in a full array of p rofEs s ional lEg al s ErvicEs .

agriculture law
Business & taxation
construction

creditor’s rights
Estate planning
labor & Employment

How will immigration reform improve
the availability of labor for Agriculture?
Without comprehensive, meaningful
changes to our immigration laws and
programs, the prospects are not good
for labor-intensive crops. Pressure will
increase on local supplies of labor,
causing competition amongst growers
for the finite supply of skilled workers. In
past years, Federal legislators have not
seriously considered the impacts to our
food supplies if we continue to export
our crops to countries where labor is
ready, willing, and able. We’re there for
you.

The elections are behind us, another harvest season has come to a
close, and thousands of new legislative proposals to improve California
will be filed in January by a Democratic supermajority. For 95 years,
Farm Bureau has been working hard for Agriculture in Monterey
County. So where are we now?

litigation
public agencies
real Estate & land use

Are we any closer to recognizing

Will the Monterey Peninsula get their

farming as the ultimate environmental

water supply project done in time to

conservation practice? With new

satisfy the cease and desist order? Not if

regulations for water and air quality

they are sticking a straw into the Salinas

coming forward this next year, it doesn’t

Valley aquifer and fail to recognize that

appear so. For many of us who attend

Agriculture has specific water rights to

meetings where we hear about these

that basin. Another long tug of war can

proposed new regulatory values, it’s

be avoided if other choices are made

difficult to say that anyone in a regulatory

that don’t infringe on the most important

seat recognizes that farming provides

input into farming, water.

benefits to the environment and our public.

We’re there for you.

All of these issues, plus many more,
are the focus of your Farm Bureau;
we’re there for you. Whether attending
meetings about water quantity and

continues on page 2
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It has been my honor to serve as
the Mayor of Salinas for these past
six years. For Salinas, like most
California cities, it has been a period
of significant challenges.

Wednesday, March 20, 2013
8:00am – 1:00pm
Sherwood Hall, Salinas

California agriculture is no exception,
and I believe it is my background in
agriculture as both a working growershipper and past chair of the Central
Coast Grower-Shipper Association
that prepared me so well for the
turbulent times at City Hall.

Come and learn about the benefits of the new Agricultural electric rates,
pumping efficiency, and other energy saving technologies. There will be
safety demonstrations, forums on rebate programs, and a variety of other
ways PG&E can assist in reducing your on-farm costs. More information
about this event will be announced soon!

Central Coast Young Farmers Ranchers is
planning their Annual Crab Feed for March.

Look for details soon!

continued from front page
quality, or hearing about the future of air quality regulations as it pertains to
farm tractor replacements, or as basic as maintaining an adequate supply
of farm labor, your Farm Bureau is there working to get your voice heard.
Sometimes it takes an on-farm tour with regulators and legislators to show how
farming is really done, not what is perceived by cubicle-dwelling regulators in
Sacramento or Washington, D.C. And it takes writing letters, many letters, to
our legislators to get our viewpoints heard and understood.
Never in our 95 years of existence have there been so many critical issues
with buttons ready to be pushed. Each one, in its own right, could put a farmer
on the wrong side of sustainability, but with due diligence and a seat at the
table, Farm Bureau provides a voice for those who produce the nation’s largest
supply of vegetables and leafy greens.
Farm Bureau membership has value — not just perceived as the voice of
our local Ag community, but as an organization with a voice that represents
the boots on the ground. Farm Bureau is there for you, and our value can
be measured in how much farmers produce and the environment that they
preserve and protect.
We’re there for you!

A Message from Salinas Mayor Dennis Donohue

One of my goals when I first ran
for Mayor of Salinas in 2006 was
to link the Salinas Valley with the
Silicon Valley. At the time my focus
was on diversifying our agricultural
based local economy. I recognized
early that Salinas’ real economy
was in the Valley and driven by a $4
billion Monterey County agricultural
industry.
As I leave office that goal is
becoming a reality, thanks to an
impressive City-led, industry — and
community-based response to
adversity (something the produce
industry prepares you for in an
ongoing way…weather, markets,
and regulation).
First, I want to share a bit about
the Steinbeck Innovation Project
that has been a major component
of the Salinas response to the loss
of so many jobs. The second is I
believe there is an opportunity for
unique urban and rural statewide
coalition that could help agriculture
make significant political progress
on reducing regulatory burdens that
hamper our industry.

Credit Card division of HSBC and
announced this past year it would
close its Salinas location sometime in
2013. At that time of the sale, HSBC
was the largest non-Ag employer
in the city of Salinas. Capital One’s
departure warranted, and received,
an unprecedented response from our
City, and our business and nonprofit
communities. To help ease their
departure, Capital One agreed to
provide some working capital for the
purposes of economic development
and diversification, which the City is
putting to good use.
The Steinbeck Innovation Project has
also been a major component of the
Salinas response to the loss of so
many jobs. This significant Project
has wed rapid response support
for our workforce with long-term
economic, social and technological
advancement for our region. Part of
this strategy was expanding Salinas’
regional identity to include the Silicon
Valley to the north. It is our belief that
the nexus of Food and Technology
is where the major innovations – the
great breakthroughs that will change
the way we grow, eat, and live – will
most likely occur. Food –plus- tech
might even take us into new sectors
of the economy.
Every major issue that our industry
worries about in a shared world
of food-water quality – from
pathogens to maximizing field to
fork – requires our Valley to harness
the power of nanotechnologies,
sensor technologies, transportation
technologies, and data monitoring.
The issue of waste is increasingly
sophisticated and enormously
complex.

We are all well aware that in 2011,
Capital One purchased the Retail

New regulatory
and market
demands require
all of us in
production agriculture to think bigger
than our immediate surroundings.
The Steinbeck Innovation Project is
seeded by city government and led
by private industry.

New regulatory and
market demands
require all of us in
production agriculture
to think bigger
than our immediate
surroundings.
The Project’s model is composed
of four pillars of development
support: education (including training
and advanced research); startup acceleration, investment, and
corporate strategic engagement.
Salinas will not only galvanize the
region’s agricultural industry, but
also cultivate a competitive industry
focused on solving the world’s food,
water and energy-related challenges.
We will deploy innovation, advanced
research, entrepreneurial drive, and
venture investment to spur economic
growth through agricultural expertise.
With the same venture investment
and innovative drive that built the
Silicon Valley immediately north of
Salinas, we will use our knowledge
to move our industry forward and
create an “ag-tech” revolution that
will educate our kids, create and

Designed by Schipper Design
www.schipperdesign.com
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continued from page 3
restore jobs, and bring prosperity to
Salinas’ gang-plagued neighborhoods.
Working closely with the Silicon
Valley it has become increasingly
clear to me that the agriculture
industry needs new partners to
move our agenda of regulatory
and immigration reform through
Sacramento and Washington.
The position of Mayor offers
unique access to Sacramento and
Washington. I would encourage the
agricultural community to develop
close working ties with local officials
as well as state and federal. The
simple fact is elected officials do
work with each other routinely on
county, state, and federal levels. I
believe there is an opportunity for
a unique urban and rural statewide

coalition that could help agriculture
make significant political progress
on reducing regulatory burdens that
hamper our industry.
The Ag Industry in my view would do
well to more routinely develop real,
resilient relationships with Mayoral
offices throughout the state and form
working coalitions with the League
of Cities and trade associations such
as the Silicon Valley Manufacturing
group. An effective, statewide
Ag coalition would be difficult for
legislative and executive leadership
at any level to ignore. Both California
and the Federal government have
proven to be a major stumbling block
on a labor issues, regulatory burdens.
As I leave office I am convinced
California agriculture will continue

You Can Count

on Health Net

to adapt and change to maintain its
viability. The Salinas initiative – our
Steinbeck Innovation Project - could
set the stage for the rebirth of the
fresh sector throughout the state.
The history of this valley is one of
innovation. Our future will be
the same.
But future success, deep ongoing
progress, will require that we
embrace today’s new reality.
Lasting prosperity will grow from
the combination of innovation and
new political alliances beyond our
immediate and habitual surroundings
and relationships. I hope the
emerging Salinas Valley/Silicon Valley
axis can help set the stage for real
progress on all fronts, but especially
in that challenging place where
business and government connect.

Christian Aparicio
Health Net

Simple, affordable solutions that meet your needs and your budget
Health Net health coverage is a benefit of Farm Bureau membership.1 You can count on
us to deliver straightforward costs without compromise of quality, simplicity or value.
Call your authorized Health Net agent, or contact
our Member Services, and discover how we make
health care work for you! 1-800-909-3447, option 2;
www.healthnet.com
1California Farm Bureau Members’ Health Insurance Plans are

underwritten by Health Net Life Insurance Company.
Health Net Life Insurance Company is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Health Net is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. Farm Bureau and
the Farm Bureau logo are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation, used under license by Health Net Life Insurance
Company. All rights reserved.
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Safe-handling Our Customers
WRITTEN BY: SHAWN K. STEVENS

In recent years, we have actually
begun to see a decline in the number
of foodborne-illnesses outbreaks. The
food industry has worked tirelessly
and ingeniously to ensure that our
food is safer than ever. In spite of
that, we still see large numbers
of foodborne illness in the United
States. The reasons for this are
complex and multitudinous. One
reason is simply that we eat things
that were once living. That may be
overstating the obvious, but the
fact in itself lends itself to a host of
issues, which contribute to human
disease.
Indeed, we live in a world that
is teeming with life. The most
comprehensive study done to date
estimates that there are 8.7 million
distinct species that reside on our
planet, not counting bacteria. Our
food, with few exceptions, lives in,
grows in or otherwise comes from
one of two places: the dirt or the
water. Both environments, obviously,
can play host to illness — causing
microorganisms.

well-being of our customers, but also
for our business, to work to inform
our customers about the importance
of safe-handling.
We might follow the example of
the Surgeon General, who in 1964,
issued the first warning about the
dangers of smoking. Today, the
percentage of people in the United
States who smoke is at an all-time
low and falling. Only if industry
barrages consumers with food-safety
knowledge will consumers start
handling food properly.
One simple way to begin: place
safe-handling instructions on grocery
store receipts, grocery carts and
produce bags. This simple, cheap

It is unlikely that we will ever wipe
out foodborne pathogens, but that
doesn’t mean we can’t wipe out
foodborne illness.
Shawn K. Stevens defends and
counsels meat companies about
foodborne illness matters throughout
the United States. Mr. Stevens
also assists industry clients with
regulatory compliance, recall
planning, crisis management, and
other issues in advance of and
following major food-product recalls.
Additional information about his
practice can be found at
www.defendingfoodsafety.com.

world class wine
is born in the soil
It’s the origin of great taste.

With more competition than ever,

isn’t it nice to know your go-to financial lender understands your business
from the ground up? Since 1916 American AgCredit has been lending money and
providing services for agriculture. It’s our business — our only business.

The omnipresence of pathogens
makes it essentially impossible to
eradicate these organisms with any
efficacy. Fortunately, finding and
preventing microorganisms from
making their way into our food is
not the only way to prevent illness.
Most foodborne pathogens, for
instance, are rendered harmless at
165 degrees. Unfortunately, we need
consumers to help us on that point,
and to date they have demonstrated
a certain, shall we say, resistance.
It is thus incumbent upon the food
industry, not only for the health and

and easy-to-implement idea could
be instrumental in closing the gap
between consumers and proper
safe-handling.

SALINAS
924 East Blanco Road
Call 831.424.1756 today
or visit AgLoan.com
A part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.
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IRWMP … More Alphabet Soup for
Water Management Project Money
WRITTEN BY: PAUL ROBINS, RESEARCH CONSERVATION DISTRICT OF MONTEREY COUNTY

Instead of doing the work itself, the
State of California often pays local
entities to plan and implement local
water resource projects through
competitive grant processes.
Because most state agencies don’t
know all the local issues and players
and how to prioritize among us for
these grants, the state Department
of Water Resources (DWR) came up
with a way to have us all to do that
work for them: ‘Integrated Regional
Water Management Planning’ (or
IRWMP). In order to be eligible for
DWR grant funds, local regions
have to come up with an IRWM
Plan that identifies our local waterrelated resource issues and needs
and organizes a sort of ‘wish list’ of
projects for which we need grant
assistance to address those resource
issues. Three important points about
IRWM plans is that they are nonregulatory, any proposed projects
in them must be voluntary, and the
funding for them comes from DWR,
not the Water Board.

The kinds of projects included in
IRWMPs range from water supply
improvements to flood control to
wetland restoration to irrigation

6

efficiency programs and can cost
a few thousand to many millions
of dollars depending on the project
scope and scale. Once incorporated
into the plan, proponents can work
together to link or batch projects
in such a way as to make them
stronger and more attractive as
integrated project bundles to submit
for DWR grant funding. For our part,
the Resource Conservation District
(RCD) has five projects included in
one IRWMP for 1) arundo control in
the Salinas River, 2) livestock water
quality management assistance,
3) ag irrigation and nutrient
management assistance, 4) rural road
erosion and drainage assistance,
and 5) watershed restoration project
coordination.
Monterey County has three IRWMP
regions: the Pajaro River Watershed,
the Monterey Peninsula (and Carmel
Valley), and ‘Greater Monterey
County’ (everything else within
county boundaries, including Big Sur,
Salinas Valley, and the
rest of north county).
State guidelines for
these plans require
that they be inclusive
of all major waterrelated issues,
water management
strategies, and
organizations or
‘stakeholders’ involved
in those issues and
efforts. An IRWMP
also has to factor in
adaptability to climate
change impacts. The end result of
this process—and the “core” of the
IRWMP—is the locally-prioritized list
of projects that will be submitted to

the Department of Water Resources
in application for IRWM Grant
Program funds.
Of the three regions listed, the
RCD has been involved mostly in
the development in the IRWMP
for the ‘Greater Monterey County’
region as a member of the IRWM
planning committee, or Regional
Water Management Group (RWMG).
In an effort to encourage as much
input and involvement from the Ag
community as possible, the RCD and
the Ag Commissioner’s (AC) office
approached representatives of the
Farm Bureau, Central Coast Ag Task
Force, Salinas River Channel Coalition
and the Salinas Valley Water Coalition
at the beginning of the process
three years ago. While none of these
organizations wanted to participate
directly on the committee, we
maintained regular communication
with Ag representatives with periodic
requests for document review
throughout the process. Also, the
RCD and AC office remained very
involved and brought questions out
to Ag representatives as they arose
while also doing our best to represent
Ag concerns within the RWMG.
In my opinion, the RWMG for the
Greater Monterey County IRWMP
is the most collaborative and
inclusive RWMG I have heard of in
California, consisting of 20 agencies
and organizations – making for
what is going to be a very useful
plan for attracting project funding
to Monterey County. The planning
group includes government agencies,
nonprofit organizations, educational
and research organizations, water

continues on page 7

A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

continued from page 6
service districts, private water
companies, and organizations
representing agricultural,
environmental, and community
interests. The Greater Monterey
County RWMG has worked very hard
these past three years to complete
this draft IRWM Plan according to
the Proposition 84 and 1E IRWM
Program Guidelines. In early summer
2012, the Draft Plan was sent out for
public review, and since then public
commentary has been incorporated
and the plan is being ratified by each
of the participating RWMG members.
The RCD Board of Directors gave its
approval of the Plan in November
2012.

While having an IRWM Plan is an
important step towards getting
grant funding for our local, voluntary
conservation projects, an even
more important outcome of the
planning process has been the level
of cooperation it has engendered
between the participating
organizations. For one, we now
know a lot more about each other’s
work and organizational goals and
where we have opportunities for
collaborating to get more work done
more efficiently. Secondly, with
these relationships we can help
each other past hindrances (financial,
regulatory, or political) that different
groups could not have navigated in

isolation without great expense of
time and money. Especially in times
of financial and regulatory stress for
natural resource management and
agriculture, this sort of collaboration
is a valuable local asset for collective
problem-solving for addressing local
water issues, including Ag resource
and regulatory issues.
If you would like to know more about
the IRWMP for Greater Monterey
County or any other local region, visit
http://www.greatermontereyirwmp.
org/ or contact Paul Robins at the
RCD of Monterey County at
831-424-1036, ext. 124.

Got a plan for the 2012 Agricultural Order?

Allterra has a plan and our experience is a phone call away...

•
•
•
•

Allterra’s Services for Farmers and Ranchers
2012 Agricultural Order Compliance: Notice of Intents, sample collection,
groundwater monitoring, reporting, employee training, & RWQCB liaison
Spill Prevention Control & Countermeasure Plans (SPCCs)
Hazardous Materials Investigations and Cleanup
Solar energy ﬁnancial analysis, design, and installation
Visit us on the Web

www.allterraenv.com
Contact us at

831.425.2608 or info@allterraenv.com
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Learn how your agriculture business can save electricity now.
So you’re ready for time-of-use rates, starting in spring 2013.
Beginning March 2013, many Pacific
Gas and Electric Company small and
medium agriculture customers will
move to time-of-use electric rates.
PG&E’s large agricultural and large
commercial and industrial customers
already underwent this transition.
This is part of a statewide plan,
including other California utilities, to
ensure a better energy future and
healthier environment.

All agriculture customers will
transition to time-of-use rates.
Customers will be provided multiple
notices in advance of their transition
date and will also have the ability to
opt in to Peak Day Pricing.
On time-of-use, rates will be higher
during summer weekday afternoons
when electric demand is higher,
typically noon to 6 p.m., May through
October. In return you’ll pay lower

rates at all other times. This means
that when you use energy is just as
important as how much you use.
Time-of-use rates are reduced in
mornings, evenings, overnight,
weekends and holidays when
demand is typically lowest. Rates
increase during summer weekday
afternoons when demand is highest.
Time-of-use rates will replace current
flat rates, which charge the same
price no matter the time of day.

continues on page 9

continued from page 8
Peak Day Pricing is another pricing
plan offered by PG&E that combines
a time-of-use pricing plan with Peak
Day Pricing Event Day (“Event Day”)
surcharges and summer credits. The
time-of-use portion of this plan offers
every-day lower prices during periods
when electric demand is low and
higher prices when demand is high.
On Peak Day Pricing, customers will
experience between nine and 15
Event Days annually in addition to
time-of-use pricing. On Event Days,
a surcharge is added to a portion of
the peak period (i.e. from 2 p.m. to
6 p.m.). Peak Day Pricing customers
will also receive credits for electricity
use between May 1 and October
31. Many agriculture customers who
can conserve electricity during high
demand hours and Peak Day Pricing
event hours can save money on their
annual electric bills.

Soledad Tire
& Wheel Service, Inc.

Tracks –
We Got
Them!
Case STS MT700 &
MT800, Caterpillar,
and all JD Models
For all your
Ag track needs
New Goodyear
Ultra Ag Tracks
We also carry
a full line of
MID Rollers
and stock
Salinas Valley’s
largest tractor tire
inventory.

Contact David at
Soledad Tire

960 Front St., Soledad

(831) 678-2692

Ways to Lower your Bill
Small changes can make a difference. Here are some tips that
can help agriculture customers conserve electricity every day.
	
  

More Information and Tools
PG&E is committed to helping
agriculture customers understand
their energy use, find ways to
conserve electricity, and benefit from
time-of-use-rates.
Learn more and sign up for a free
webinar by visiting www.pge.com/
TOU or speak with a dedicated
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My Energy Rate Analysis

agriculture customer service
representative by calling
1-877-311-FARM (3276).
A number of no-cost, easy-to-use
tools are available now to manage
energy use on time-of-use rates and
may help you save on your bill. The
tools below are all available at
www.pge.com/TOU.

Use your account ID to log on to the
My Energy tool. View your energy
use and rate options.

SmartEnergy Analyzer™
Get personalized results for your
business and identify cost-saving
opportunities.

The Money-Back Tool

	
  

Find rebates and incentives that fit
your energy needs.
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Be Careful in Your Shop this Winter
WRITTEN BY: MIKE KLIMENKO, FARM BUREAU GROUP MANAGER

Many farmers prefer to work on their
own equipment, frequently with
assistance from one or two longtime
employees. For most farmers, the
hectic pace of harvest is over, and it is
now time for equipment maintenance
in preparation for the next growing season.
But this is also a good time to review some safety
procedures.
The farm shop is one of the most dangerous places on the
farm. The shop environment can be hazardous if it is not kept
clean; the equipment is inherently hazardous because it is
usually very heavy and it has spinning bits, revolving blades
and rotating pieces; and the operations being performed can
be hazardous if they are not done correctly.

to policyholders and injured workers. We provide coverage
to employers of all sizes, from “mom and pop” operations to
major organizations.
Since 1943, The California Farm Bureau and State Fund
partnership has provided farmers with affordable worker
compensation insurance coverage and accident prevention
training for agricultural employers and their employees. In
addition to providing farm and ranch employers with workers’
compensation protection, we also have taken on the mission
of assisting employers in providing safe places to work.
For more information, call toll-free at (800) 773-7667, or
check the State Fund website at www.statefundca.com.

We know Mother Nature
doesn’t wait.

Avoiding accidents and injuries in the farm shop requires
knowing what the hazards are, and knowing how to work
safely to avoid those hazards. Most important, staying safe in
a farm shop requires flowing correct procedures at all times.
Injuries happen when people try to take shortcuts, or when
they stop concentrating on what they are doing.

That’s why we get your employees back to work
fast through our careful processing of claims. Plus,
we offer eligible Farm Bureau members a 20 percent
discount on premiums. It’s all part of our commitment
to California agriculture. Because Mother Nature
doesn’t stop, and neither do we.

Together, we’ll help keep California working.
statefundca.com

Here are some safety suggestions for the farm shop:
• Keep all tools and service equipment in good condition.
• Always use the appropriate personal protective equipment
for operations such as welding and grinding.
• Keep floors and benches clean to reduce fire and tripping
hazards. Clean the area completely after the job is
finished.

• Lighting, wiring, heating and ventilation systems should be
well maintained.
• Do not allow unauthorized use of tools or service
equipment without proper instruction.
• Use tools and service equipment only for their designed
purposes.
Ventilation is another major concern in winter when doors
and windows are shut to keep out the cold. But by keeping
out the cold, there is a danger of keeping in deadly fumes.
Remember: exhaust fumes can kill. When running engines,
be sure all fumes are vented out of the building. Also, do not
use anything for heating your shop that isn’t approved for
indoor use.
Today, State Fund is the largest workers’ compensation
carrier in California. State Fund has regional offices
throughout the state, which provide a full range of services

10

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.

• Empty trash containers regularly.
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As architects our job is to merge engineering,
materials and environment, achieving
harmony in function and aesthetic. Each Belli
project is as unique as its owner. Aim higher.

Innovative Design that Endures

belliag.com

