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A lot can happen in a short period of time.
In the past five years we have endured
market and food safety challenges, a new
version of the Ag Waiver, legal challenges
to the General Plan and the wine corridor,
labor supply issues related to failed
immigration policies, and of course,
prolonged drought.
Imagine now that this time frame is
stretched out over 100 years, what would
the issues be that keep farmers of Monterey
County up at night? Water supplies? Check.
Land use? Check. Labor? Check.
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As Monterey County Farm Bureau
celebrates its first 100 years of serving
the agricultural community, we take a
look back in this issue of Farm Focus® at
the progression of local issues related to
farming and ranching.
In some ways, we can say that not much
has changed. The same issues that are on
the minds of farmers and ranchers today are
similar to what was prevalent throughout
the past century. Interesting that in some
ways we are still talking about the same
issues, only maybe in different contexts.

Of course, the names and the faces have
changed. Many great leaders have led the
Farm Bureau organization throughout
the last ten decades. The list of board
members who contributed so greatly
to the formation of our local agricultural
community may be but distant memories,
but we note that their contributions have
brought us farther along towards ensuring
the success of local farmers and ranchers.
As we look back on how the Farm Bureau
organization has evolved to the strong
advocacy role it currently plays, the changes
within our society are reflected in the changes
in our strategies. Farm Bureau started as a
cooperative project between farm advisors
and the need for farm-related services and
education and a place where farmers and
ranchers could gather to discuss their needs
and issues. And also hold social events!

continues on pg 2
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Looking Back 100 Years (continued from pg 1)
A century ago we didn’t have
transportation like we do now…
it took much longer to travel from
King City to Salinas or other areas
of Monterey County (think before
cars became common place). Farm
Bureau eventually established 13
regional offices around the County
so that farmers and ranchers
had the ability to meet with
farm advisors regularly on crop
production practices and new
varieties, disease and pest controls,
and the newest in machinery
(what we now call technology).
These offices also became social
gathering points for local residents,
to host bar-b-que events or dances
without the stress of traveling for
long periods of time.

Eventually, that all changed as driving
from King City to Salinas became
more of a routine than a special
occasion or a determined trip. The
need for regional offices diminished
just as farm advisors consolidated
their operations and research
station in Salinas. The last regional
office closed when Farm Bureau
consolidated their offices in Salinas.
Looking through the old magazines
and documents that Farm Bureau
has stored over these decades,
plus minutes from Board meetings
going back to the 1940s, it becomes
apparent that farmers and ranchers
in those days had more in common
with our current issues than we
could imagine. The realization of

salt water intrusion into the Salinas
groundwater basin was a turning
point, causing many years of
discussion on water supplies and
how best to recharge the basin
each year. The result was some very
forward thinking decisions such as
the building of two large reservoirs
to provide water releases during the
irrigation seasons.
That type of big-picture thinking
is apparent in reading a lot of the
old documents. Many of these
discussion must have been intense,
and maybe divisive, similar to the
water supply issues that we deal
with now when talking water quality
and quantity.
This issue of Farm Focus® includes
some of the history of the Farm Bureau

organization in Monterey County,
featuring articles from previous
magazines or other communications
to members, as well as other directives
of decades ago. A few current topics
are included to provide a frame of
reference on these issues.
We hope you enjoy this trip down
memory lane, noting that we
haven’t changed our issues much,
but we value the decisions made
by previous generations of Farm

Bureau leaders. And our organization
has evolved into a strong advocacy
role due to member support and
participation…we’re there for you!
And remember to save the date of
September 30th for our Centennial
Celebration! If you have historical
photos of Farm Bureau leaders and
local field production of the past,
we would like to copy them for
our slide show presentation at the
celebration event.

Looking through the old magazines and documents
the Farm Bureau has stored over these decades…
it becomes apparent that farmers and ranchers in
those days had more in common with our current
issues than we could imagine.

Photo courtesy Monterey County Historical Society, Inc.
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2017 Bill Barker Memorial Golf Tournament

Thursday, August 24th
Shotgun Start at 11am,
Registration Opens at 9am

Bayonet & Black Horse,

Along the Monterey Coast in Seaside

Hole-In-One Trucks, Longest-Drive,
Closest to the Pin Contests
Awards Banquet with Golf Awards and
Fantastic Raffle Prizes!
Putting Contest benefiting Monterey
County Agricultural Education at 9:30am
Player Registration and Sponsorships
available on-line at www.montereycfb.com
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Monterey County Farm Bureau

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

Come join us to celebrate our
100 years of servicing local farmers,
ranchers, and processors!
Invitations coming soon!
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Saturday, September 30th
5pm – 9pm
Spreckels
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No, California, Roundup Won’t Give You Cancer

Written by Julie Kelly and Henry I. Miller for the Opinion Page of Los Angeles Times, Spring 2017
The chemophobes who run
California are at it again, siding
with environmental activists and
pseudoscience rather than evidence
and common sense.
The state Office of Environmental
Health Hazard Assessment announced
last month that it was adding the
weed-killer glyphosate to its list of
chemicals that purportedly cause
cancer. Glyphosate — sold as Roundup
and under other brand names — is
one of the world’s most widely used
herbicides. It has been safely killing
weeds on farms, in yards and in public
areas for the last several decades. Right
now, you can find it at your local home
improvement store; but in California
next year, in addition to its current 14page label, those bottles will carry this
warning: “Contains chemicals known
to the state of California to cause
cancer and birth defects and other
reproductive harm” — even though
there is no persuasive evidence for that
claim. (The decision is being challenged
in a California appellate court by
Monsanto, the maker of Roundup.)
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Glyphosate will join more than 800
chemicals on California’s Proposition
65 list, which is intended to alert the
public about “substances identified as
human or animal carcinogens by the
International Agency for Research on
Cancer.” But there’s the problem: That
agency, which is part of the World
Health Organization, is under fire for
using a flawed approach — basing its
decisions on hazard (the possibility of
harm at any dose) instead of risk (the
probability of harm, taking exposure
into consideration).
IARC is also accused of cherry-picking
data to reach politically motivated
findings. The agency has reviewed
nearly 1,000 substances and activities,
and only one has been deemed
noncarcinogenic. IARC looks for
any shred of evidence to prove that
something might cause cancer, even
under extreme circumstances. It is
confirmation bias at its worst: Reach a
conclusion first, find the evidence later.
In 2015, IARC classified glyphosate
as a “probable human carcinogen.”
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It put the weed killer in the same
cancer-causing category as dental
implants, consuming red meat,
being a barber, and doing shiftwork
that disrupts your biological clock.
Since then, government agencies
from Japan to the EU, including
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and another agency at WHO,
have countered that glyphosate is
not carcinogenic. (IARC is to date the
only governmental organization to
call glyphosate carcinogenic.)
But none of this stopped California
officials from placing glyphosate
on its danger list. The ubiquitous
chemical has become a target of
environmentalists, in part because
it is used on genetically engineered
crops and was created by Monsanto,
a company much despised by green
activists. Since IARC’s report was
published, hundreds of lawsuits
have been filed against Monsanto as
lawyers in the “environmental justice”
industry seek to profit from so-called
glyphosate victims.

California’s anti-glyphosate mania has
already prompted some local officials
to ban its use on public property.
School districts in Irvine, Burbank and
Glendale will stop using glyphosate
on school grounds because of parents’
fear of the chemical. When the city of
Petaluma curtailed its use, it had to
revert to a far more expensive weedkilling mix, and one that irritated
workers’ eyes and lungs.
“It’s frustrating… using something
labeled as organic, but you have
to be out there in a bodysuit and
a respirator,” Joe DeCarlo, head of
maintenance for Petaluma’s public
schools, told a local paper last year.
No such protection was needed
when Roundup was used.
Ultimately, glyphosate will be
exonerated. It is not carcinogenic,
and it is lower in overall toxicity than

many other weed killers. (According
to New York State’s Integrated
Pest Management program, it has
about the same Environmental
Impact Quotient as vinegar.) A
paper published April 10 in Nature
Communications by Andrew Kniss,
professor of weed biology and
ecology at the University of Wyoming,
examined herbicide use on several
domestic crops and found that
“even though glyphosate use has
increased greatly over the last 25
years, my analysis suggests the relative
contribution of glyphosate to the
chronic toxicity hazard has remained
relatively low. Glyphosate has a very
low chronic toxicity compared to most
other herbicides.”
Kniss, who makes his funding
sources public (about a third
comes from the seed and chemical

industry), also warned that without
glyphosate, weed control would
become more complex, labor
intensive and time consuming,
and it would almost certainly be
replaced by something more toxic
and perhaps with unknown effects.
It’s often said that California
is a bellwether, a place where
nationwide trends begin. For the
sake of farmers, particularly in the
Midwest who rely on glyphosate to
make their farms more productive
and their jobs easier, we hope not.
Julie Kelly is a food writer and National
Review Online contributor. Twitter:
@julie_kelly2. Henry I. Miller is a
physician and molecular biologist
and a fellow at Stanford University’s
Hoover Institution. He was the
founding director of the FDA’s Office of
Biotechnology. Twitter: @henryimiller.

EXPERIENCE. EXPERTISE. COMPASSION.
In response to the shortage of urologists on the Monterey
Peninsula, Dr. David R. Flemming and Dr. Anthony Shaheen
have joined forces, creating Premier Urology Care.
Both specialists are available to new and existing patients.
With more than 55 years of combined expertise,
Premier Urology Care offers the finest urological specialty
care in the area for men, women and children,
with the best possible results and costs.
We’re here when you need us.

Let THE EXPERTS help you with:

831.646.4540
TH1529 PUC Farm Bureau Ad R2 (7x4.625").indd 1





• KIDNEY STONES
• ENLARGED PROSTATE
• URINARY INCONTINENCE
• IMPOTENCE
• VASECTOMY & REVERSALS
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Do Farms Waste Water?

Written by Kurt Schulbach, Irrigation Farm Advisor, for Farm Focus® in Fall 1990
What does ‘waste’ mean? In this
context, an appropriate definition
from the dictionary is “to allow to be
used inefficiently.” Efficiency can be
loosely defined as a comparison of
the amount of outputs relative to
the amount of inputs. To find out if
farmers are efficient, one needs to
measure their inputs and outputs.
What is the output of farming? Food?
If this were the case, efficient use of
water would require growing crops
like wheat or beans that have high
food value per unit of water used
to grow them. It would certainly be
in-efficient to use water to grow a
crop like lettuce that’s 95% water and
has few calories and little protein.
Of course people value lettuce for
reasons other than its food value.
They like its taste and crispness. After
all, wheat makes lousy salad.
To find out if farmers are efficient, one
needs some way to measure their

10

output. What is the value of salad?
It certainly has different values to
different people. How do we measure
it? The only rational measurement
of the value of lettuce is by the price
consumers are willing to pay for it.
The best measurement of a farmer’s
output is its dollar value. Output can
be measured in dollars, what about
inputs? To evaluate the efficiency of
farmers one also needs to measure
inputs. The amount of water applied
to a field can certainly be measured.
Water use efficiency can then be
defined as the amount of water
applied relative to the output, which
is the price of the crop. In this case
growing high value crops would tend
to be the most efficient use of water.
Efficiency would also be increased
by reducing the amount of water
applied to the crop (as long as that
didn’t reduce the value of the crop).
There are many ways to reduce water
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use. One way would be to convert
from furrow irrigation to sprinkler
irrigation. But sprinklers usually
require more energy, wouldn’t that
be a waste of energy? We could also
switch to drip irrigation, but this
requires lots of plastic pipe, filters,
and chemicals for maintaining the
drip lines. Wouldn’t this be a waste
of these resources which are not
needed for furrow irrigation?
In any production system, resources
are balanced against each other.
More of one input may reduce the
need for another. One cannot look
at inputs individually and reach a
valid conclusion about efficiency
because all inputs are related. Labor,
management, energy, water and
other inputs must be viewed in an
overall balance.
How does a farmer, or any other
producer for that matter, balance his

inputs relative to each other? The
only possible way to do this is by
evaluating the cost of each input and
its marginal value relative to the final
product. Therefore efficiency is simply
the costs of inputs relative to the
value of outputs. This is essentially the
same as the profit. Since farmers are
in business for profit, they are doing
their best to be efficient.
Farmers are certainly not perfectly
efficient, but they are doing the best
they can. You can’t hold farmers, or
anyone for that matter, to a higher
standard. If we do have problems with
production systems, it’s often because
inputs are not always priced rationally.
For example, we need a system of
pricing resources that reflects the
environmental effects of their use.
Another problem is government
interference that overrides rational
pricing. The question is not whether
farmers waste water, they don’t. The
question is how do we improve the
valuation of resources like water so
the best case can be made of them.

Photo courtesy
Monterey County Historical Society, Inc.

Historical Happenings around Monterey County
Items originally published in The Herald

75 Years Ago in 1942

55 Years Ago in 1962

Reading and discussion of two
letters – both complaints – occupied
most of the meeting of the Monterey
City Council last night. The letters
were from Sal Coletto, well-known
Monterey fisherman, and Nathaniel
George, director of the USO club on
Del Monte Ave. Coletto’s complaint
concerned failure of city officials to
send a fire department pumper to
help save his chartered purse seiner
when it was sinking at the wharf on
November 14th. George objected to
the attitude of a member of the police
department who, with military police,
questioned two soldiers at his club.

The Board of Supervisors yesterday
refused to rearrange the County’s
outmoded supervisorial districts. It
voted, 3-2, to accept the majority
report of a study committee which
calls for no action before 1970.
Voting to accept the report were
rural Supervisors Chester Deaver of
Prunedale, Harold Henry of King City
and Frank Echeberria of San Ardo.
Voting against it were Chairman Burt
Talcott of Salinas and the Peninsula’s
Supervisor, Tom Hudson.

65 Years Ago in 1952
Salinas went slightly berserk today
with the announcement that the
Hartnell College football team has
been selected to represent the West
in the annual Little Rose Bowl game
in Pasadena. The announcement
of the selection touched off an
impromptu parade through
downtown Salinas.

45 Years Ago in 1972
Big Sur Post Office has new
temporary quarters in the form of a
mobile unit, 10 by 40 feet, which is
now open for business. The former
post office was literally flattened by
the tons of sodden earth and rocks
which cascaded onto the wooden
structure November 15th during the
mud slides and rain.
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President’s Message

Written by Richard Smith, MCFB President, Spring 1983
Water is the issue of 1983. Currently,
excess water is being dumped on
us almost daily (March). Our silent
partner – Mother Nature – seems to
be unaware that enough is enough.
But, the current perspective is a
short term situation.
In fact, in spite of the 1983 season
the wells along Monterey County’s
north coast and in the region
northwest of Salinas are showing the
persistent and detrimental effects
of salt water intrusion. Some local
growers in the area of salt water
intrusion have been dealing with the
problem for many years. The time
has now come in 1983 for all of us in
the Salinas Valley watershed to deal
with the problem.
Farm Focus will prepare articles to
try to update our readers about
the water situation in the Salinas
Valley. If you clearly understand the
situation of water availability; if you
comprehend the interests of local,
county, state and federal agencies

12

in the Arroyo Seco Project; if you
recognize all of the ramifications of a
seemingly unrelated sewage, zoning
and other governmental decisions
on water management in the Salinas
Valley; then you should share your
wisdom with those of us who are
trying to sort out all of the pertinent
information.
Unfortunately, nothing is as simple
as it seems. Clearly, salt water
intrusion is a problem. Clearly,
surface delivery of water to the area
of salt water intrusion is necessary
to prevent further damage.
Clearly, those of us in the upper
region of the watershed share the
responsibility of providing water
availability to those in the lower
region of the watershed. However, it
is not clear to me how to go about
accomplishing these tasks.
Read the articles, attend hearings
and learn what you can about the
issue. Correspond with Farm Focus
so that we can print your opinions.
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Whether you like it or not, we will
have to make decisions this year
about water development and
management in the Salinas Valley
watershed that we will have to live
with for many years to come. …
You may be interested to know
who is interested in the Arroyo
Seco Project. Federal – Corps of
Engineers, Environmental Protection
Agency, Department of Interior,
Congressman Leon Panetta. State
– Water Resources Control Board,
including the Division of Water
Rights, Department of Fish and
Game, Assemblymen Eric Seastrand,
Sam Farr, Rusty Areias, Senators

Henry Mello and Ken Maddy (and
the rest of the state Legislature),
Regional Water Quality Control
Board, Reclamation Waste Water
for Agriculture, Monterey Bay
Sewage Pollution District, Monterey
Peninsula Water Management
District. County – Board of
Supervisors, Monterey County Flood
Control District, Salinas Valley Water
Advisory Committee, Arroyo Seco
Dam Steering Committee, Monterey
County Planning Commission with
their General Plan, Monterey County
Environmental Health, LAFCO.
Others – politics of interest groups,
associations, individuals, etc.
In our summer issue of Farm Focus
we will attempt to identify what
role of involvement each of these
agencies and others not mentioned
have in the Arroyo Seco Dam Project.

Farm Bureau Finances of the Past
Excerpts from the 1957-1958 Fiscal Year Ledger
Membership Dues received in
November 1957 were $1,140
(57 renewals at $20 each).

The Farm Bureau office paid
PG&E $13.11 for electricity in
November 1957.

Meal for the November
1957 Farm Bureau Board of
Directors meeting (all 30 of
them) cost $38.

Trash service pick-up cost
the Farm Bureau $3.00 in
February 1958.

During the year, Cal Farm
Insurance paid the Farm
Bureau $1 for each new Service
membership.
Income in January 1958
included $67.50 rental fees
paid by the Cow Testing Units.
Salary for the Farm Bureau
Executive Director was $450
per month.

In October 1958, the State
Compensation Insurance Fund
dividend to the Farm Bureau
was $5.87.
The Farm Bureau paid rent
on their office space of $147
each month.
Total cost for the Monterey
County Farm Bureau Annual
Meeting in 1958 was $227.50.
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Is There a Labor Shortage?

Written by Norm Groot, Executive Director, Spring 2017
Not a day goes by that I don’t get
a media inquiry about our labor
availability here in the Salinas
Valley. The hot topic, apparently,
is if we will have enough hands
to harvest the leafy greens,
vegetables, and strawberries that
our nation depends on daily for their
dinner tables. And only since the
Inauguration has the national media
gotten interested in this issue that
Ag has been dealing with for years.
With all the rhetoric coming from
Washington, D.C. on immigration
policy and the surrounding issues
of deportation, documentation,
and immigrant labor, there is a
heightened sense of awareness in
the local Agriculture community
that this may be the year of
tougher labor availability. The
early signs are there, including
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uneasiness within the immigrant
communities of our County.
That’s why I’m surprised to hear
the question posed “Where are
farmers on the immigration issue?”
“Why doesn’t Ag lobby more for
immigration reform?” “What are
farmers doing to support their
fieldworkers?”
Most every farm operation here in
the Salinas Valley is keenly aware of
the immigration and labor issues
facing us locally, regionally, and
nationally. Many of the local Ag
organizations have participated
in a national coalition of business
and Ag organizations working to
get comprehensive immigration
policy reform with a temporary
worker program through Congress.
We’ve come close a few times in
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the past 15 years, but there is still
no substantial victory for either Ag
employers or the immigrant labor
they depend on. This has been very
disappointing for all involved.
With our current policy issues
stemming from incomplete
legislation going back to the late
1980s and the IRCA reform done
at that time, Congress has created
a national policy that fails in
many respects when it comes to
providing safe and reliable labor for
Agriculture. No matter the number
of times these shortcomings are
pointed out to Congress, there is
no legislative movement due to
partisan bickering over the details of
any reform actions.
Salinas Valley Ag employers have
been dealing with these policy

shortcomings as best they can. The
current temporary worker program,
H-2A, is difficult to manage, requires
an extended application timeframe,
many times is late in providing
harvest workers, and is expensive.
Furthermore, it’s not really suited
to the types of specialty crops we
produce locally. Many Ag employers
have been challenged to make this
program work, with a few success
and mostly failures.
One of the requirements that comes
with H-2A is a housing requirement
for the temporary workers who are
authorized to work; this puts an
expensive requirement upon the
employer, one that many cannot
supply due to the lack of decent,
affordable housing in our County.
Several local Ag operations are
taking on this requirement by
building new farm worker housing,
such as the excellent project built at
Spreckels Crossing last year.

It’s also clear that American
citizens are not interested in field
work jobs; many of these jobs pay
well above the minimum wage,
with piece rate incentives that
can take the hourly wage well

to reassure them of their jobs and
their ability to continue working
locally. Many participated in the May
1st awareness events, and local Ag
organizations have co-sponsored
multiple forums in the community

Most every farm operation here in the Salinas Valley
is keenly aware of the immigration and labor issues
facing us locally, regionally and nationally.
above that level. Yet, many of these
jobs are not filled simply because
Americans are not willing to do
this type of physical labor. So we
become dependent on immigrant
labor to do the work of harvesting
our domestic food supply.
So, are we experiencing a labor
shortage? Salinas Valley Ag
operations have seen this in many of
the past five years. Do we expect this
to continue? Yes, until we resolve
our national immigration policy and
approve a temporary program that
allows workers to move easily across
borders as necessary, including
when they go home voluntarily and
then return for work in the U.S.
Many local Ag operations have been
reaching out to their employees

to help spread the word on local
efforts to protect fieldworker jobs for
local immigrants.
We need to solve these greater
policy issues and provide those who
have been part of our communities
for many years with a pathway to
documentation. The realization
locally is that Ag operations cannot
harvest their crops without the
immigrant workforce that we have
supported all along. And no one is
more aware of the problems with
our federal immigration policies than
local farm operations.
Failed Federal policy created
this mess; let’s work together to
clean it up, finally, and secure a
reliable immigrant workforce for
Agriculture.
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A Letter to Property Owners
From the Carmelo Farm Center, December 1964
Apprehension has arisen among
many ranches and large property
owners in Carmel Valley and
environs concerning the urban
sprawl that is occurring here. The
low density zoning now in effect
has accelerated the spread of
subdivisions so that they are now
interspersed among ranches and
farms throughout the valley. The
resulting land sales are causing
higher assessed values to be placed
on adjoining acreage.
As the population rises, the
demand for services will increase,
resulting in special districts
which permits taxing to pay for
these services. The increase in
assessments this year has been
60% on some hill lands.
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The concern of many of the owners
of acreage is that they will not be
able to hold their land and meet
these increased taxes.
The latest trend by many of the
people living in Carmel Valley is
to favor stricter controls via slope
density formula which will tend to
lower the population density even
more while increasing the sprawl.
Carmel Valley is developing into a
community of homes, also known as
a ‘bedroom community.” The tax base
of this type of community usually
cannot adequately provide the funds
to furnish the services required.
In addition to increased taxes to the
farmers and owners of large parcels the
question arises: what will the effect of
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this sprawl be on the home owner on
an acre or larger lot be in terms of cost?
Will the cost of maintaining the extra
road, utilities, sanitation, fire and police
protection, school busing and other
services so extended, be prohibitive?
Can the retired person and type of
family now living in Carmel Valley
afford this type of community?
Monterey has hired a consultant to
conduct a study of Carmel Valley. The
Board of Directors of the Carmelo
Farm Center feel that the cost impact
on the residents of the valley should
be included in this study.
The Carmelo Farm Center, an affiliate
of the County, State, and National
Farm Bureau, was organized in the
Carmel Valley in 1919.

Savings you need on equipment you want.

6-YEAR
POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY1

ON ALL COMPACT TRACTORS

3E Series Compact Utility Tractors
• Standard 4WD for maximum traction
• Hydro transmission with Twin Touch™ pedals
• Comfortable, convenient operator station
• 3-pt. hitch compatible with dozens of implements

Gator™ Utility Vehicles

5 Family Tractors

LOW MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

0% FINANCING
AVAILABLE

A0F04BYCU2N65753-00037914

CCM8X110601MCFB-4C

www.CalCoastMachinery.com
Monterey County • (831) 422-5566
Santa Maria, CA
Paso Robles, CA
Oxnard, CA
617 South Blosser Road 3920 Ramada Drive 2450 Eastman Avenue
(805) 925-0931
(805) 434-5566
(805) 981-2866
^Beginning 1/1/2016 all Compact Utility Tractors purchased new from an authorized John Deere Dealer come standard with a 6 year/2000 hour (whichever comes first) Powertrain Warranty. See the Limited Warranty for New John Deere Turf & Utility Equipment at dealer for details.
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County Farm Bureau Talks Over Weighty Problems
From The Rustler-Herald, January 1948
Attacking problems with their
accustomed vigor, Monterey
County Farm Bureau directors
reached several important
conclusions at their meeting in
Pasquale Hotel, Soledad, Thursday
evening. Matters brought to the
attention of the group concerned
Salinas Valley highway traffic
question, coordination of farm
and city thinking on mutual
propositions and the outlook for
farm machinery in 1948.
Unique in the history of Farm Bureau
in this county will be the jointly
conducted agricultural forums, with
the Farm Bureau, the Chamber of
Commerce and Grower-Shipper
Association the sponsors. Fred Tatton,
manager of Salinas Chamber of
Commerce, announced the first of
twelve forums to take place at Salinas
High School the evening of Feb. 4 at

18

8 p.m., the speaker will be Jesse W.
Tapp, former assistant secretary, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, but now
vice president, Bank of America, San
Francisco office.

of Europe and every tractor
taken from us will decrease his
production. We cannot forget that
UNRRA tractors are still rusting away
in some foreign countries.”

One of the foremost problems of the
farmers and shippers of the valley,
as well as the city of Salinas, is the
bottleneck of traffic in Salinas, and
the possibility of solution is to be
considered at the forum next month.

Mathers said that “Availability of
farm machines for 1948 hinges on
three factors: labor, raw materials,
such as coal and iron, and the
Marshall plan. The Marshall plan
holds the key to the problem of
availability of farm machines for use
by our own farmers. The original
request of the plan’s proponents for
the five year period was $2,500,000
worth of implements. This would
make the first year requirements
280,000 wheel tractors, 16,800
crawler tractors, and $1,000,000
worth of implements. The annual
industry capacity is 400,000 wheel
tractors, 35,000 crawler tractors of
more than 30 horse-power, and

Thrusting at a matter that has
been bothering most Americans,
principal speaker Charles T. Mathers,
manager of Farmers Mercantile Co.
and president of California Farm
Equipment Dealers Association, told
the directors that: “Farm equipment
associations will vigorously
protest foreign shipment of farm
machinery, for the American farmer
will have to meet the food problem
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the total dollar value of the entire
implement industry, including
tractors, is about $1,000,000.”
The speaker stated that the answer to
more equipment and lower prices is
higher production at the 1940 level
or greater. “Cost-plus government
contracts during the war actually
decreased production per man,” he
said. One plant had increased wages
about 40 percent by the close of the
war but had actually produced less
than half as many machine units
as before, using almost 50 percent
more personnel, he explained.
Mathers added, “A clear answer to
the problem is the increased use of
automatic machines.”
“We expect there will be more
equipment in 1948. We cannot reach
the number produced in 1940,” was
the speaker’s conclusion.
Frank Echeberria, Monterey County
Farm Bureau president conducted
the meeting.
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County Farm Bureau Activities

From Western Ranch and Home section of the Salinas Californian, February 1955
Recent local activities of the
Monterey County Farm Bureau
include the following, according
to Dell Wilde, the organization’s
secretary.
1. Worked with the county
planning commission in
suggesting revisions in the
county zoning ordinance.
Through this effort the Farm
Bureau feels it has a hand in
the orderly development of the
county and at the same time
is doing everyone a favor in
saving our better agricultural
land for future crop production.
2. The fire prevention and control
committee has worked with
the state division of forestry in
getting better public relations
and better cooperation
between the department and
local farmers in methods of
controlling and preventing
forest and brush fires.
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3. Worked with the county
health department in revising
a county sewage and disposal
ordinance. Was able to get
exemption of rural areas from
the provisions of this ordinance.

7. Helped organize a state lima
bean section, with Tom Thwaits
named as state chairmen, for
the purpose of working on
better marketing methods and
contract terms.

4. Organized the two units of the
dairy cow testing association
into the Farm Bureau dairy
department.

8. Helped service the 200 farmer
participants in the Farm
Bureau health and accident
insurance group and the similar
number of participants in the
workmen’s compensation
insurance group.

5. Farm Bureau Grain
Improvement association again
operated its own grain cleaner,
cleaning and treating more
than 22,000 sacks of seed grain
for members.
6. Worked with the county health
department and Dr. Clinton
Bryner of Soledad in studying
the rabies situation. Dr. Bryner
vaccinated, free of charge,
more than 900 dogs in the
critical area between Soledad
and King City.
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9. Obtained exemption of rural
areas from the provisions of the
county building code.
10. Currently putting an all-out
effort toward promoting the
Nacimiento dam project,
knowing that the economy
of the entire Salinas valley
depends on an adequate water
supply.

Transportation Sales Tax
Coming Back
From Farm Focus® in June 2007

A half-cent sales tax to fund transportation
improvements is likely to come to the ballot
in 2008.
The Transportation Agency of Monterey
County has studied the results of the last tax
election and hopes to develop a new tax
proposal that can win the two-thirds vote
needed for passage.
This year’s special election may have helped
improve the chances. By highlighting certain
issues, it raised traffic problems in the public’s
perception.

Sponsor a teacher to

LearnAboutAg®!

TAMC plans a workshop on its transportation
needs and is expected to take a spending plan
to the Board of Supervisors by this September.
The Board of Supervisors may make a decision
by late spring to put a tax on the ballot.
Among the lessons from the last tax election,
TAMC felt voters had too little information and
too little time to study the issue. TAMC also
understands the tax should go on a regular
election, not a special election.

Visalia, California

$200 Registration

TAMC is also pressing for development impact
fees and is trying to apply a zone system, to avoid
the obvious complaints that taxpayers in one part
of the county are funding benefits to other areas.
We know that this initiative effort ultimately failed at
the ballot box; in 2016 TAMC tried again for self-help
taxation through a ballot initiative and achieved the
required two-thirds threshold.

Visit
LearnAboutAg.org/conference
for more information!
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Monthly Program Suggestions for County Farm Bureau Safety Chairmen
From the California Farm Bureau Federation’s Farm Safety Manual, November 1958
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January

March

Have a panel discussion to
consider accident problems in your
community and attempt to have
each individual conclude what he
could do to alleviate the problem.

Plan ahead for a safety display at
your annual local fair. Miscellaneous
handout materials are available
through C.F.B.F. office … and State
Division of Industrial Safety …

February

April

Review at meeting your County’s
or area’s accident record within
the Farm Bureau Workmen’s
Compensation Insurance Group, and
discuss ways beneficial to all as to
how to lessen accidents in your area.

Hold discussion and plan for your
handling of a larger safety meeting
or project 2 months in the future.

May
Give each member present at the
meeting an opportunity to give a
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report on accidents that happened
to them or to members of their
family or acquaintances. Group
to analyze for causes and suggest
preventative measures.

June
Work toward Nation Farm Safety
Week promotion; have County Farm
Bureau paper editor brought up on
details. Home office will cooperate.

July
Discussion of the value of safety
supervision of farm laborers.

August
Call on a local 4-H Club for a safety
demonstration.

highway from farm lanes, moving of
farm implements on the highway.
This is the month of the Governor’s
Safety Conference.

September

November

Ask several School Age Children
to present their ideas relative to
safety programs in their schools and
how they might be implemented.
Suggest a teacher as moderator
and age variations amongst the
youth invited.

General group discussion, led by
Safety Chairman on “What is required
to have a Model Safety Farm.”

October
Call on closest FFA Chapter to
present a new safety program.
Stress highway safety such as
Highway Signs, blind entrances to

EXPERTS IN AG,
EXPERTS IN
FINANCING

December
Discussion {on} How to enjoy
Christmas without injury. Travel
sensibly, don’t drink and drive; safety
in the kitchen; safe tree trimming
methods, etc.

American AgCredit is your
agriculture real estate
expert with great rates,
flexible terms, and
unique solutions tailored
to your unique needs.

Call 831.424.1756 today
or visit AgLoan.com
A part of the Farm Credit System.
Equal Opportunity Lender.
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Monterey County Farm Bureau
P.O. Box 1449
Salinas, CA 93902
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 831.751.3100
Email: administration@montereycfb.com
Office Hours: 7:00am - 4:00pm (M-F)

SERVING MONTEREY COUNTY AGRICULTURE SINCE 1917

Agriculture Law
Business & Taxation
Construction
Creditor’s Rights
Estate Planning
Labor & Employment
Litigation
Personal Injury
Public Agencies
Real Estate & Land Use

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow
A Tradition of Excellence Since 1928
333 Salinas Street

470 Camino El Estero

104 S. Vanderhurst

Salinas, CA 93901

Monterey, CA 93940

King City, CA 93930

831.424.1414

831.373.3622

831.386.1080

nheh. com

