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We expect an abundant supply of fresh
fruits and vegetables every time we go to
the supermarket. We can be disappointed
if our favorite cereal is out of stock or the
creamer we want is not available in the
jumbo size bottle, or thrilled if we find
avocados 3 for $1. With over 100,000 items
to choose from in any given supermarket,
the shopping experience is plentiful and
fraught with too many choices.
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All food products start with a farmer or
rancher… someone is growing the fresh fruit,
vegetables, grains, or animals that will make
up the food choices ultimately delivered to
local markets and convenience stores.
Growing food involves water. Basic science
says that the growing process of plants
includes a distinct amount of water for
maturity of the crop. Through modern
irrigation techniques, farmers have learned
how to best distribute this water for
uniformity of their crop, meeting the quality
expected by the retail marketplace, and

ultimately, the consumer.
Here in Monterey County, we have built
numerous water projects to help refresh our
water resources so we can continue to grow
the products that our nation expects on
their dinner tables each night. Through selfassessment, these projects have become a
‘cost of doing business’ to deliver water to
fields where production continues each
year. Combined with the costs of pumping
water from wells, the investment made
to deliver water to fields each season is a
significant cost of growing crops. There are
also developing technologies that increase
water efficiency; these are investments that
add to the costs of producing a crop.
But that is only part of the story when it
comes to producing food and the costs
involved in growing a successful crop.

continues on pg 2
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Costs of Growing Our Food (continued from pg 1)
Labor is a big part of the equation, as
many of the crops grown locally still
require hands to harvest the crops…
there are no alternative mechanized
methods to harvest these crops, such
as strawberries and lettuce. With
labor costs increasing each year due
to the continual shortages of harvest
labor, employees become the largest
portion of crop production costs.
Those who think agricultural labor is
paid at minimum wage levels have
not been out to a farm lately to see
for themselves how skilled this labor
set is nor understand how much
individuals are making by performing
these harvest tasks.
We live in a state, and indeed a
country, of strict environmental and
workplace rules that continuously

heap more regulatory controls on
our businesses. California often goes
beyond the national standards for
regulatory control; examples of this
include work place rules that include
mandatory paid sick days, stricter use
of chemical applications, heat illness
prevention for all industries, and
water and air quality requirements, to
name a few.
Costs of compliance with all
these regulatory requirements
are becoming a more significant
portion of the input costs for crop
production. Every new regulation
comes with a cost, one that impacts
the bottom line of each farmer’s
operation and generates more time
spent in front of a computer rather
than in the field growing a crop.

Water quality requirements for farms
and ranches essentially mandate
that any water discharge, surface or
groundwater, must be of drinking
water quality. Imagine you water your
house plant and what runs out of the
bottom of the pot must be drinking
water quality. This is multiplied by
costs many time larger when the
measurement is in acres, not just
a houseplant pot. Some farms are
spending hundreds of dollars per
acre annually to comply with water
quality regulatory standards.
These are costs of growing crops that

the public never sees or considers;
we all want clean water and clean
air, farmers and ranchers included,
but the costs of those regulatory
mandates are never considered by
the general public when demanding
pristine environmental impacts from
farming practices.
Farming and ranching takes
place outside, plain and simple.
A working environment includes
farming and ranching that produces
reasonable impacts while conserving
resources for use in successive years.
Mandating pristine or ‘no impact’ is an

Every new regulation comes with a cost, one that
impacts the bottom line of each farmer’s operation
and generates more time spent in front of a
computer rather than in the field growing a crop.

unachievable standard at any cost.
Maybe it’s time for the consumer
to share in the costs of their food
production under the current
practices and requirements… if
we want specific workplace or
environmental standards, then we
should all be willing to pay for these
as part of the cost of producing our
food crops. Because farmers and
ranchers are price takers, it’s not
readily apparent how continually
increasing cost inputs will be
managed to keep our farms and
ranches sustainable financially.
Support for local farming is becoming
a true social movement; let’s make
sure that those local, family farms and
ranches are able to grow their food
products each year while maintaining
their financial viability.
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Ag Employers Between a Rock and a Harder Place
Reprinted from Capital Press Opinion, OUR VIEW
Producers and processors who use a
lot of migrant labor are used to being
between a rock and a hard place.
Those hoping President Obama’s
recent executive actions to defer
deportations and offer work permits
to illegal immigrants might make
their lot easier may be disappointed.
There are 12 million illegal
immigrants already in the country.
Many fill invaluable roles in our
economy, particularly agriculture.
Farmers who raise vegetables,
fruit, and nursery crops depend
on immigrant labor, as do many
processors and packers. It’s generally
agreed that most of these workers,
as many as 85 percent in some
areas, are in the country illegally and
are providing employers with fake
papers.
There’s no question producers
and processors need the labor.
So, an informal “don’t ask, don’t
tell” arrangement exists between
employers and employees.

So when the president announced
he was taking executive action that
would defer deportations and grant
work permits to as many as 5 million
illegal immigrants, many employers
could be heard to breathe a sigh
of relief. Illegals make legal, even
temporarily, could be a boon to
employers for all kinds of reasons.
The president’s programs are current
tied up in court, but immigration
officials are taking applications. As
part of the process, applicants must
prove they’ve been in the country the
required time period. Employment
records can help establish worker
eligibility for the program.
When an employee reaches out
to an employer to help provide
documentation for the application, it
quickly become obvious the worker
is in the country illegally.
Enter Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.

The Washington Farm Labor
Federation asked ICE if employers
who become aware through
this scenario that an employee is
illegal can have safe harbor from
prosecution as the worker completes
the application process.
No, applying for the program doesn’t
make an applicant eligible for
employment. Employers who hire,
or continue to employ, workers who
they know to be undocumented are
liable for audit and prosecution for
violating immigration law.
Once you know an employee is in
the country illegally, you have to fire
them.
Welcome to the harder place.
This is why we’ve been opposed
to extralegal attempts to change
immigration policy.

We think the president has
overstepped, and lacks
the authority to offer work
permits to millions of illegal
immigrants. But even as
the president moves to
make illegals legal, his
administration stands by
to enforce the laws as they
apply to employers.

Fueling the farms that feed America…
…since 1947.

Only Congress can change
immigration law, and change
it Congress must.
We continue to call for a
program that secures the
border, revises the guest
worker program and grants
illegals currently in the
country a reasonable path to
permanent residency.
It’s time to bring everyone
in from the cold, whether
through some grand bargain
or by incremental reform.

Family owned and locally managed—

Valley Pacific Petroleum Services

Serving Central California’s Coast
Quality Fuels and Lubricants
Diesel, Gas, DEF,
Fuels:
Cardlock

Lubricants: Motor Oils, Greases,
& Coolants

Salinas

King City

Aaron Baucom
(831) 998-4409

www.vpps.net
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The Hetch Hetchy Debate: Contrasts in Ideology
Recently, a second lawsuit was filed
over the Hetch Hetchy reservoir
operations in the Sierra Nevada.
The same group who filed this
new lawsuit also promoted a failed
ballot advisory initiative in San
Francisco to consider draining the
reservoir and returning the valley to
its natural state.
A bit of background on the Hetch
Hetchy reservoir: water from the
reservoir is transferred via downhill
gradient to the San Francisco
metropolitan area, serving over 7%
of California’s population; power
generation from the transfer
facilities lights buildings, streetlights,
and traffic signals, the airport, and
powers BART. This project has been
in operation for over 90 years.
The group filing the recent lawsuit,
Restore Hetch Hetchy, obviously has

an environmental slant on the dam
and reservoir currently serving the
Bay area. By returning this facility
to its natural state, restoration of
a portion of Yosemite National
Park will complement the nature
wonders of that park.
The basis for this legal claim is
that the dam and reservoir violate
the state standard of reasonable
water diversion because there are
many feasible alternatives for water
diversion for San Francisco. Never
mind that the project was built
nearly a century ago and complied
with the state standard at that time.
In 2014, the first challenge to the
operations of Hetch Hetchy came
from the Fresno-based Center for
Environmental Science, Accuracy,
and Reliability that seeks to
mandate that the National Park

Service comply with environmental
laws when considering the facility
operations annually. This group
asserts that environmental laws
have been ignored when farm
irrigation in the Central Valley has
been dramatically reduced due to
imperiled fish flow requirements.
Two different assertions obviously.
But the same context for the future
operational parameters of Hetch
Hetchy.
San Francisco prides itself on
being environmentally friendly
and works to balance as many
sustainable resources for the
local population through various
social and economic programs.
Where does removing the water
resources for the metropolitan area
fit into this equation? Since San
Francisco voters rejected the notion

of restoring Hetch Hetchy to its
original design by Mother Nature,
there seems to be a disconnect
between what is good for others
and not for themselves.
And because Restore Hetch Hetchy
is offering a solution of expanding
other reservoirs to provide the
missing water from Hetch Hetchy,
does this environmentally cause
more carbon footprint and land
disturbance than what is currently
operating and functional?
A lot of public debate needs to
take place over the future of Hetch
Hetchy and how water resources
are distributed to the San Francisco
metropolitan area, no doubt. Part
of this equation will be ensuring
a sustainable water supply so that
when a faucet is turned on in the
city, something continues to come
out. But will this also mean that San
Francisco, as a community, must

also live by the ideals that they
currently project onto others.
Environmental groups are tending
to support the Restore Hetch
Hetchy case in theory… this could
put them at odds within their own
San Francisco community-based

fate of their own water supply.
Only time will tell as these lawsuits
wind their way through the
court system… and particularly
if any merit is given to any of the
arguments asserted by the plaintiffs
in each case.

groups as residents determine the

GROWING
FOR TOMORROW
We’re here to help you
keep your business
growing — in every way
— with financial services
tailored to your
unique needs.

Call 831.424.1756 today or visit AgLoan.com
SALINAS • 924 East Blanco Road
A part of the Farm Credit system. Equal Opportunity Lender.
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Perspectives

decades has allowed us to provide
recharge to our groundwater basin.
The drought is increasing focus
on this issue since our reservoirs
are currently at the lowest levels in
decades; how will we manage our
groundwater resources in the coming
year without sufficient recharge? The
answer lies in how much water is

Written by Norm Groot, MCFB Executive Director
Are you a Farm Bureau member?
Perhaps you realize the importance
of having a voice in local and
statewide issues facing agriculture is
important to the sustainability of the
farming way of life.
Take a minute to consider what Farm
Bureau represents: a grass roots,
non-profit advocacy organization
dedicated to keeping farmers
growing. Truly, we are the only Ag
organization that can say that our
policy process starts with bootson-the-ground and works its
way up through the Farm Bureau
organizational chain.

So, the importance of local issues
drives the formation of policies that
help determine the direction of
our local advocacy efforts, as well
as those by California Farm Bureau
Federation in Sacramento, and
ultimately by American Farm Bureau
Federation in Washington, D.C. What
other Ag organization pays that
much attention to what happens on
your farm or ranch?
Take the water issues, for example,
and yes, there are MANY of these
currently. Local water issues include
quality related to surface and
groundwater discharges, quantity
related to the drought, distribution
of available water resources for
combatting salt water intrusion, and

even development of new water
resources through various projects
(think inter-lake tunnel, groundwater
recharge or desalination).
Driving this on a local level is a
much different story than what is
occurring in other parts of the state.
The fact that we have developed our
water resources over the past seven

labor (shortages and immigration
reform), compliance (Ag Waiver),
crop protection tools (use of
pesticides and fumigants), economic
development (support for other
business sectors), sustainability
(balancing resources, financial
stability, and social responsibility),
and groundwater (SGMA and

Take a minute to consider what Farm Bureau
represents: a grass roots, non-profit advocacy
organization dedicated to keeping farmers growing.
stored beneath us due to the various
projects built and their effects over
the years when we do have rainfall.
But it’s not just about water! We
have many other issues at foot
here in Monterey County: land use
(winery corridor development),

formation of the Groundwater
Sustainability Agency). And this
is only a portion of the list that
Monterey County Farm Bureau
advocates for on a weekly basis.
So why be a Farm Bureau member?
Because we offer a way for your

voice to be heard in a complex and
confusing array of issue discussions;
quite frankly, the farmer and
rancher would rather focus on crop
production than on issues that take
time away from the core mission –
Farm Bureau does that for you.
Tell a friend or neighbor about
how good Farm Bureau is doing to
represent your interests, invite them
to join as a member, and allow Farm
Bureau to protect their farming
way of life. It’s easy to become a
member; simply go to our website
at www.montereycfb.com and click
on the JOIN link on the home page.
Telling our story is the way to get the
public to appreciate what farmers
produce for dinner each night; it also
takes advocacy to protect the right
to farm and ranch.

Use less water and energy.
Save more dollars and cents.
See how Variable Frequency Drives can grow your bottom line.
By modulating pump speed to match your irrigation needs, Variable Frequency
Drives are the ideal drought fighting solution for systems with:
• Multiple irrigation blocks
• Overpressurization leakage
• Lack of a throttling valve
Plus, with available rebates and 0% financing options, you could complete
your installation with little or no money out of pocket.*
Contact us to find out more about this great opportunity. And discover how
Variable Frequency Drives can help you save…in more ways than one.

Learn more about Variable Frequency Drives today.
Call PG&E Representative Rick Glissman at (831) 479-5891
Visit www.pge.com/drought

Variable
Frequency
Drives
Rebate
Program

$40

/hp

for new and
existing well and
booster pumps
* Some restrictions may apply

“PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation. ©2015 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. These offerings
are funded by California utility customers and administered by PG&E under the auspices of the California Public Utilities Commission. May 2015 CLB-0615-3929
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NEW Z435

Chipotle’s Junk Science on GMOs

$100

Written by: Steven Sexton & David Zilberman for L.A. Times
Chipotle’s announcement, in April,
that safety compelled it to remove
all genetically modified organisms
from its food is rooted in either
ignorance or in crass profit-seeking
at the expense of science. More than
two decades of research indicate
that GMOs are not only safe for
humans and the environment,
but also contribute to global
sustainability and poverty alleviation.
On April 27th, Chipotle’s website
blared that “cultivation of GMOs
can damage the environment” and
that most studies of GMO safety
were paid for by self-interested
companies pedaling GMO seeds.
Also on April 27th, Chief Executive
Steve Ells claimed, “It’s clear that a
lot of research is still needed before
we can truly understand all the
implications of widespread GMO
cultivation and consumption.”

A host of scientific and medical
organizations, however,
disagree. The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration – charged specifically
with ensuring our food safety – the
World Health Organization, the Food
and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, the European
Commission, the U.S. National
Academies of Science and the
American Medical Assoc. are just a
few that have declared GMOs safe.
In 2003, the International Council for
Science, a nongovernmental body
representing more than 100 national
science academies and dozens
of international scientific unions,
reviewed 50 independent and
authoritative studies. It concluded
that the GMOs Chipotle banned in
April “are safe to eat.” Period.
In the intervening 12 years, GMOs
have been planted on nearly 4

billion acres of land in more than
two dozen countries, bringing the
total acreage devoted to GMOs to 5
billion. And still no credible evidence
of human health risks has emerged.

OFF

Chipotle probably is responding to
market forces. Polling indicates that
Americans are wary of GMOs: only
about a third believe genetically
modified foods are safe to eat, and
nearly 60% say they’d be less likely
to buy foods labeled as genetically
modified.
But in misrepresenting the science
surrounding a poorly understood
innovation, Chipotle joins the
too-populous ranks of companies
that endeavor to deceive the
public. Chipotle stokes the antiGMO hysteria that threatens to
marginalize a field of science that
already has demonstrated important
benefits. These include boosting
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· 25 hp* (18.6 kW, 724 cc)
· 48-in. or 54-in. mower deck
· 8.5-MPH ground speed
· 4-year/300-hour bumper-tobumper warranty**
TEST IT IN OUR YARD TO
BE SURE IT WILL WORK IN
YOURS.

X324 SELECT SERIES™
• 22 hp* (16.4 kW, 726 cc)
• Exclusive 4-wheel steering
• 4-year/300-hour bumper-tobumper warranty**

$100 off

1

X320 SELECT SERIES
• 22 hp* (16.4 kW, 726 cc)
• 48-in. or 54-in. mower deck
• 4-year/300-hour bumper-to-bumper warranty**

$100 off

1

CalCoastMachinery.com
Monterey County • (831) 422-5566
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Santa Maria
617 South Blosser
Road (805) 925-0931

Paso Robles
3920 Ramada Drive
(805) 434-5566

Oxnard
2450 Eastman Ave.
(805) 981-2866

Offer from March 3, 2015, through August 4, 2015. 1$100 retail bonus available with purchase of any new Z435, X320 or X324 Select Series model from an authorized John Deere dealer. Must present completed, official Test Drive Request form to
authorized John Deere dealer at the time of purchase. Available at participating John Deere dealers. Retail bonus will be deducted from the purchase price. Forms available at JohnDeere.com/TakeYourTurn. Limit of one form per person per
purchase. See your John Deere dealer for further details. *The engine horsepower and torque information are provided by the engine manufacturer to be used for comparison purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and torque will be less.
Refer to the engine manufacturer’s website for additional information. **Term limited to years or hours used, whichever comes first, and varies by model. See the LIMITED WARRANTY FOR NEW JOHN DEERE TURF AND UTILITY EQUIPMENT at
JohnDeere.com/Warranty and JohnDeere.ca/TUWarranty for details. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.
AI30ABY634N59576-00008437
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nutrient density in staple crops for
the poor, enhancing crop resiliency
to climactic extremes and equipping
subsistence farmers in the
developing world with cash crops.
Our own review of how GMO’s
affect farms, for the Journal of
Economic Perspectives, enumerated
several environmental advantages.
Chief among these is the avoided
expansion of cropland into native
habitat, made possible by the
tremendous yield gains from
genetically modified seed. Absent
GMOs, we estimate that agriculture’s
global footprint would be at least 25
million acres larger.
Moreover, herbicide-tolerant
GM seed varieties allow farmers
to replace toxic pesticides with
more benign ones, and to forgo

12

tilling operations that worsen soil
depletion and nutrient runoff.
Other GM seed varieties produce
a naturally occurring protein that
kills common crop pests and is,
nevertheless, harmless to humans.
These crops eliminate the need for
some pesticides altogether.
We concede that this new seed
technology is not risk-fee. Few
innovations are. Ells and Chipotle are
right that the future may reveal new
dangers hidden during our 20-year
introduction to commercially grown
GM crops. Regulators should remain
vigilant, and researchers have more
work to do.
But as the Harvard law professor
and former regulatory czar Cass
Sunstein has argued, fear of
unknown, theoretical risks can
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paralyze and forestall innovation.
Excessive caution, such as that
exhibited by Chipotle, is not sound
policy. It ignores the substantial
benefits provided by existing GM
technologies and promised by
emerging ones.
The potential for genetic plant
engineering is great. Realizing that
potential, however, will depend on
sound public policy and consumer
acceptance of a technology that
advances the millenniums-old
practice of plant breeding to meet
the challenges of the 21st century.
Steven Sexton is assistant professor of
public policy and economics at Duke
University’s Sanford School of Public
Policy. David Zilberman is professor of
agricultural and resource economics at
UC Berkeley.
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Poll Shows Public’s Fear of Unknown at Odds with Scientific Evidence
Written by: Elizabeth Westendorf, U.S. Wheat Associates Policy Specialist, for WHEAT LIVE
Perhaps it is our relative wealth.
Perhaps it is cultural bias for
celebrity influence. Perhaps it
is just nonchalance. Whatever
the reasons, there is a wide gap
between scientific reality and public
opinion in the U.S. Polls on food
and genetically modified organisms
(GMOs) are particularly revealing.
The Pew Research Center conducts
a regular survey comparing how
U.S. consumers and scientists view
science and society that includes
several questions about GMOs
in food. The latest poll results,
released in January, were striking: 57
percent of the public agreed with
the statement that GM foods are
“generally unsafe to eat,” with only
37 percent saying GM foods are
generally safe. This is in contrast to
88 percent of scientists polled who
agreed with the statement that GM
foods “are generally safe.” This gap of
51 percentage points was the largest
of the survey, which also included
questions on animal testing,

hydraulic fracturing, vaccinations
and nuclear energy. That 67 percent
of the public polled agreed that
“scientists do not have a clear
understanding about the health
effects of GM foods” is very troubling.
U.S. Wheat Associates believes that an
overwhelming number of studies and
reports reaffirm that food ingredients
derived from plant biotechnology
meet the same safety requirements
for food and feed as ingredients
from traditionally bred plants. Yet
misinformation on the Internet, often
circulated by activist groups that
profit from fear mongering, seems to
gain public acceptance even in the
face of basic truths.
Here is another example. A separate
survey in January conducted by
the Oklahoma State University
Department of Agricultural
Economics found that 82 percent of
respondents supported mandatory
labels on GMOs. However, 80
percent of respondents also said

they supported mandatory labels on
“foods containing DNA.”
Fundamentally, this indicates that
people fear technology they do not
understand. The use of the scientific
acronym DNA apparently put them
on the defensive despite the fact that
DNA is a natural part of every plant or
animal cell and in virtually every bite
of food any of us has ever eaten.
Looking at the challenge in this light
does offer hope that widespread
public education efforts might
help consumers understand the
positive impact plant biotechnology
has had and will continue to have
on sustainable agriculture and
producing more and better food for
an increasingly hungry world.
To learn more, we suggest visiting
www.GMOanswers.com; the
Genetic Literacy Project at
www.geneticliteracyproject.org;
www.ucbiotech.org; and the Truth
About Trade and Technology at
www.truthabouttrade.org.

2015 Bill Barker Memorial
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Thursday, August 20th
Bayonet & Black Horse Courses,
along the Monterey Coast
Four-player Scramble on both courses,
Modified Callaway Scoring System,
all skill levels welcome!

Money holes, hole-in-one trucks
and tee prizes!

STABLE
STEADY
STRONG
California Farm Bureau’s
endorsed provider
since 1943.
statefundca.com

Proceeds benefit
Bill Barker Scholarship Fund,
Monterey County Farm Bureau Scholarship program,
Monterey County Ag Education
and Farm Bureau programs.
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