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Nursery operations throughout
California have had closed loop recycling
systems to reuse their irrigation water
repeatedly; unfortunately, farms
producing vegetables don’t have this
on-site opportunity due to concerns
over food safety.
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Water District, utilize all of the effluent
(recycled) water that comes out of the
water treatment plant in Marina.

As we all become more in-tune with our local water resources, it
leads to thinking that we should find a way to reuse our water as
many times as we can. Indeed, many manufacturing industries have
found ways to recycle water multiple times for their purposes.
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Even greater strides have been made
in the reuse of municipal waste
water. Here in Monterey County we
are reusing municipal waste water to

irrigate crops in the coastal zones,
primarily in the areas where salt water
intrusion has affected groundwater
wells. Growers have come together to
finance the Pollution Control Agency’s
water recycling plant in exchange
for receiving the recycled water
for irrigation. The 19,500 acre feet
commitment of recycled water used
for the Castroville Saltwater Intrusion
Project, known as CSIP, along with the
smaller commitment to Marina Coast
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Next on the list of possible
improvements for reuse of our
water resources is groundwater
replenishment, a process that inserts
recycled water from the treatment
plant into the groundwater basin for
storage and withdrawal at a later date.
Current requirements state that the
water inserted into any groundwater
basin must undergo a three-step
purification process… recycled water
cannot be directly used for municipal
purposes (yet). This process involves
microfiltration, reverse osmosis, and
ultraviolet treatment to ensure water that
is inserted into the ground is of highest
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- All Skill Levels Welcome
TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

9:30 Registration Opens
9:30 Putting Contest Sign-up
11:00 Shotgun Start
4:00 Awards Banquet & Raffle

- Foursome $700
- Individual Registration $175
Space is limited
Registration deadline: August 10th

The proceeds from this event
benefit a variety of organizations,
such as the Bill Barker Scholarship
Fund, Monterey County Agricultural
Education, and the continuing
efforts of Monterey County Farm
Bureau to maintain farming,
ranching, and agricultural interests
locally and statewide.
We need sponsors to make this
event a success! Please consider
being a Gold Sponsor, with special
recognition, or a Tee Sponsor.

To register and for more information visit www.montereycfb.com

continued from front page
quality (even better than what would normally be pumped from any groundwater
basin). The potential for contamination of the groundwater basin is significantly
reduced to nearly zero when this process is used.
For over a decade now, Orange County Water District has operated their
groundwater replenishment system successfully in Southern California.
Groundwater tables have been stabilized and salt water intrusion into their
aquifer has achieved equilibrium. Monterey County could potentially have the
same results given the same set of circumstances that we have here.
Over the course of the past 20 years, waste water coming from the Peninsula
cites has steadily declined due to conservation, leaving no excess capacity of
recycled water for a groundwater replenishment system. We are now faced with
finding a new source of waste water to increase the water treatment effluent
(the plant currently has capacity to handle more source water). The trick will be to
identify and secure reliable new waste water that can be treated using this threestep process and then construct the infrastructure required to insert the water
underground for storage.
At best this type of a system should be adjunct to any municipal water supply
developed to service the needs of municipalities on the Peninsula. Groundwater
storage and recovery is a great way to reuse our precious water resources;
working together, we can secure the necessary waste water to make this
technology work for our region. •

Childhood is an important time, to
interact socially and strengthen the
imagination. Unfortunately, special
needs children are often excluded
from activities without accessibility.
This became real for us this year, as
our 2 ½ year old daughter, Tatum,
who was born with spina bifida,
struggled to participate in play
with her siblings while using her
wheelchair. Her frustration became
our motivation.
We found an inclusive playground
while vacationing, and• a vision was
given … of bringing a one-of-a-kind,
inclusive, accessible play experience
to the children of Monterey County.
Nearly 7,000 children enrolled in
local schools participate in special
education, with various physical,
emotional or mental disabilities. The
need is great. With all this in mind,
we began spreading the word.
Six months later, we’re balancing
running Bakker Construction
and making this dream reality!
We have named the playground
Tatum’s Garden, after our Tatum,
and reflecting the rich agricultural
heritage of the Salinas Valley. This
was important to us, as my wife,
Amanda Given Bakker is a 4th
generation Salinas native, with deep
family roots in Ag. We hope the
playground will be not only fun,
but visually stunning, full of art
features and facts about our
community’s history.
The first week of May, designers
from Leathers and Associates, with
40 years of experience building
playgrounds, brainstormed with
schoolchildren in 7 Salinas schools.

This week ended at our design
reveal, with ideas like a Giant
Broccoli Treehouse, Artichoke
Amphitheatre, Lettuce Maze,
Strawberry Tot Lot, and Spinning
Spinach Zone… among veggiethemed slides, tunnels and art
features. It is amazing!

It will be a gift to
all children, to play
where inclusion,
acceptance
and compassion
are learned.
This is a community-based effort.
As a community, we will raise an
estimated $1,000,000—to restore
the 4-acre property gifted to us
by the City of Salinas, which is
behind the Rodeo Grounds in
Sherwood Park. The project is
fiscally sponsored by Salinas Circle
for Children, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
that advocates for special needs
children. Therefore, all donations
are tax deductible. There are many
ways families and businesses can
contribute, by sponsoring a fence
picket or paving brick, a playground
component such as a slide or tractor,
and even sponsoring entire areas of
the playground, with major naming
rights.

will construct our playground during
Build Week. We will restore a vacant
lot long-neglected, creating a place
we are all proud of… a regional
destination attracting hundreds of
families a week to the Salinas Valley.
It will be a gift to all children, to play
where inclusion, acceptance and
compassion are learned.
For us, that’s what it’s about. At
Bakker Construction, our goal is to
be a different kind of construction
company… with integrity, quality
and vision that gives back, that our
community can trust in. We hope
that completing Tatum’s Garden
reflects that goal. Come out during
Build Week, and you’ll see us and
our whole crew volunteering as
well, to help Build Tatum’s Garden.
Together, we can do it! •
To find out how you can get involved,
visit www.bakkerconstruction.com,
www.tatumsgarden.org, and follow
us on Facebook!

Our hope is that Tatum’s Garden will
also rejuvenate Salinas. For 6 days in
September 2013, 1,000 volunteers
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CSU Contributions to Agriculture
W ritten B y : S enator B ill M onning

I have the privilege of representing
the 17th Senate District, one of the
most bountiful agricultural regions in
California. Statewide, the agricultural
sector employs approximately
385,000 individuals and contributes
$43.5 billion to the state’s economy.
As such, agriculture continues to be
one of the top industries in the state
and the California State University
(CSU) system helps to ensure that
California continues as the number
one agricultural state in the nation.
CSUs produce 72 percent of
California’s agriculture-related
bachelor degree graduates and
assist the industry by partnering
with stakeholders to develop
innovative approaches that increase
farm efficiency, as well as find
solutions to industry challenges.

An excellent example of CSU’s
agricultural contributions is the
Agricultural Research Institute (ARI),
a comprehensive, applied agricultural
and environmental research program
connecting natural resource
industries and businesses with
the CSU colleges of agriculture at
Fresno State, Cal Poly Pomona, Chico
State, and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.
Students gain valuable experience
through hands-on agricultural
research that prepares them for
future careers, while simultaneously
advancing industry innovations.
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo (SLO)
and CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB),
both located within the 17th Senate
District, prioritize agricultural
advances and innovations.
Historically, Cal Poly SLO has

You Can Count

on Health Net

developed advanced technology
to resolve environmental, social,
and economic issues facing the
industry. It recently announced that
it is partnering with the California
Strawberry Commission to establish
the Strawberry Sustainability
Research and Education Center,
which promises to be a world
class center focused on the
sustainability of California strawberry
farming. The Center’s applied
research will incorporate both
teaching and real-world learning
experiences for students, faculty, and
strawberry farmers. The partnership
represents a $1 million investment
in education and signifies the vital
connection between research and
farming innovation.
Additionally, Cal Poly SLO has been a

Christian Aparicio
Health Net

Simple, affordable solutions that meet your needs and your budget
Health Net health coverage is a benefit of Farm Bureau membership.1 You can count on
us to deliver straightforward costs without compromise of quality, simplicity or value.
Call your authorized Health Net agent, or contact
our Member Services, and discover how we make
health care work for you! 1-800-909-3447, option 2;
www.healthnet.com
1California Farm Bureau Members’ Health Insurance Plans are

underwritten by Health Net Life Insurance Company.
Health Net Life Insurance Company is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Health Net is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. Farm Bureau and
the Farm Bureau logo are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation, used under license by Health Net Life Insurance
Company. All rights reserved.
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leader in the development of
irrigation training and the provision of
technical expertise to the agricultural
industry, farmers, irrigation districts,
and state and federal agencies. The
university has partnered with the
California Department of Food and
Agriculture to develop a method
of growing strawberries that saves
water by reducing water-use and
water run-off. In Monterey County,
where water supply and water
quality issues remain paramount, the
development of these innovations
has helped to sustain “the Salad Bowl
of the World.”
Located adjacent to the Salinas Valley,
students and faculty at CSUMB
benefit from their proximity to one
of the highest-producing agricultural
areas in the world. Recently, CSUMB
was awarded a 10-year, $32 million
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) grant to
continue its research with the
NASA Ames Research Center on
ecological and watershed systems,
investigating environmental issues
that result from changes in climate
and land-use patterns.
The NASA grant will fund wildfire
and natural disaster monitoring, flood
forecasting, crop yield predictions, and
fog detection. In addition, funds will
be used to examine daily, real-time
mapping of crop productivity and crop
water demand in California, disease
vectors, and disease transmission
risks across the U.S. Both graduate
students in CSUMB’s master’s
program in Coastal and Watershed
Science and Policy and advanced
undergraduates in the Environmental
Science, Technology, and Policy will
work directly with researchers and
gain valuable experience in advanced
applied technologies.

Partnerships between industry
professionals and education
help prepare students for future
careers in the agriculture and
provide the research necessary for
the industry to advance and remain
competitive internationally.
Cal Poly SLO, CSUMB, and the
agricultural industry have provided
me with tremendous insight into
their collaborative work. I look
forward to learning from these
continued collaborations that will
inform me at the state level on issues
of mutual concern.
Thank you for the opportunity to
address the Monterey County Farm
Bureau in this issue of Farm Focus.

I look forward to your continued
engagement and invite you to
contact my Monterey District Office
at (831) 657-6315. •
Senator Monning was elected in
2012 to represent the 17th Senate
District, which includes all of San
Luis Obispo and Santa Cruz Counties,
and portions of Monterey and Santa
Clara Counties. Senator Monning
previously served in the California
State Assembly for two terms.
Prior to being an elected official,
the Senator was a professor at the
Monterey College of Law and
a professor of International
Negotiation and Conflict Resolution
at the Monterey Institute of
International Studies.

SometimeS money
doeS grow on treeS.

American AgCredit
is paying record
cash dividends. Again.
It’s all in the numbers: $45 million paid for
2012 and more than $180 million since 2006.
Join us now and be part of next year’s
dividend success story.
Call 800.800.4865 or visit AgLoan.com

SALinAS
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Pesticides and Increased Cancer Burden
W ritten b y : J oanne P erron , M D , E nvironmental H ealth C onsultant

The American Cancer Society
published a review of the scientific
literature describing the greater cancer
risk due to pesticide exposure in
the March/April 2013 issue of CA: A
Cancer Journal for Clinicians (http://
onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.3322/
caac.21170/full). The purpose of this
article is to translate the important
scientific information so that the
stakeholders in our community can
take a proactive approach to reduce
pesticide exposures to workers and
other vulnerable populations.
Due to an incomplete understanding
of all the factors that may cause
human cancer, human carcinogens,
including some pesticides, have been
allowed into the market place, leading
to an increased cancer risk among
those exposed. Newer information
integrating the science from the fields
of toxicology, cancer biology, and large
population public health studies can
assist in better identification of cancer
causing pesticides.
European policy changes based
on a more precautionary public
health approach have led to marked
decreases in overall pesticide use.
In the U.S., however, the debate to
reduce use of pesticides has centered
more on economic impacts to the
agricultural industry. The health risks
and cancer burden from pesticide
exposure are extremely difficult to
quantify and monetize, thus, making
it difficult for all the stakeholders to
negotiate an agreement.
The U.S. uses 22% of the total global
pesticide amount; 25% of herbicides,
14% of fungicides, and 10% of
insecticides in the world. Statistics
from 2007 show that Glyphosate
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(active ingredient in Roundup) is the
most common pesticide used for
agricultural purposes in the U.S.,
while 2,4-D is the most common
pesticide used in the home/garden
and industrial/commercial/government
sectors.
Besides those who are applicators
and work in the fields, others are
exposed by virtue of pesticide usage
in homes, schools, and recreational
areas. Exposure can also be related
to pesticide drift and proximity to
agricultural areas depending on
pesticide volatility, persistence in the
environment, and weather conditions.
Pesticides can be unintentionally
absorbed through the skin or
mucous membranes, inhaled into the
lungs, or ingested.
Babies and children are the
most vulnerable members of our
community because their bodies are
still developing. Furthermore, those
with certain genetic tendencies or
immune related diseases are also
susceptible to carcinogenic effects of
certain pesticides. There are several
different and complex biological
mechanisms that likely account for the
cancer causing effects of pesticides.
Furthermore, exposures and the
onset of cancer may be separated by
many years.
The authors of this paper discuss
specific cancers that have the most
scientific evidence of having a link
to pesticide exposure: Prostate
Cancer, Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma
(NHL), Leukemia, Multiple Myeloma
(MM), and Breast Cancer. Many of
the carcinogenic pesticides, such as
DDT, have been restricted because of
definitive evidence of carcinogenicity,

yet there are others in the market
place that are not restricted
because the body of evidence is not
considered strong enough by policy
makers.
The following registered pesticides
have population study evidence,
mostly occupational, and in some
cases toxicological (animal studies)
of associations with prostate cancer:
Terbufos, Malathion, Permethrin,
Simazine, and Methyl Bromide.
Those with links to NHL include: 2,4D, MCPA, Glyphosate, and Atrazine.
Adult leukemia is associated with
occupational exposure to Diazinon,
Metribuzin, Alachlor, and EPTC.
Finally, MM has associations with
occupational exposure to Permethrin,
Captan, and Carbaryl.
Minimizing exposures to agricultural
workers, vulnerable populations,
including pregnant women, and
the general public are prudent
recommendations. The following is a

summarized list of control measures
that the authors have recommended:
•

Use personal protective
equipment-chemically resistant
gloves

•

Remove pesticide contaminated
clothing ASAP

•

Wash/shower ASAP
after exposure

•

Follow all pesticide
label instructions

•

Don’t eat, drink, or smoke
(don’t ever smoke!) during
pesticide handling/application

•

Mix/load pesticides in a well
ventilated area

A publication of Monterey County Farm Bureau

•

Use appropriate
respiratory equipment
according to labeling
instructions

•

Don’t enter treated
areas for the specified
period; especially don’t
allow children to play in
treated areas

•

Remove shoes or
other pesticide
contaminated clothing
outside the home

•

Wash contaminated
clothes separately

•

Vacuum rugs and clean
floors that may be soiled
with pesticides

•

Keep pesticides away
from living spaces,
away from food, out of
the reach of children, in
ventilated/locked spaces

•

Keep pets away from
treated areas and clean
them if necessary

•

Rinse fruits and
vegetables with water
or scrub and peel if
necessary

•

Avoid stockpiling and
dispose of pesticides
properly

Since it is unlikely there will
ever be a total ban on use of
pesticides, it is imperative
that the most worrisome
are identified and their use
is reduced or restricted and
the most vulnerable in our
communities are protected. •
A publication of Monterey County Farm Bureau
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Piling On
W ritten b y : N orm G root , E x ecutive D irector

The attacks came from all sides. The warriors needed
to fend off advances from the left flank first, then from
the right. But from behind came yet another offensive,
something that was unanticipated. After calling in
reinforcements, stability was achieved on the ground the
warriors held, knowing fully that yet another attack would
soon come from any side.
This scenario could come from a video game or it could
be what a farmer faces every week while trying to grow
food. More than ever, farmers are being attacked on
farming practices relating to water quantity and quality,
air quality, land use, food safety, water rights, and use
of crop protection tools. This provides the scene noted
above where attacks are coming from all sides.
Farmers are indeed warriors when confronted with all
the challenges of operating within the confines of our
current regulatory processes. Forms have to be filed
for crop protection applications monthly, water quality
reports need to be filed or update on-line periodically,
and engines need to be retrofitted to meet emissions
standards. Food safety compliance is a daily challenge.
Add in defending their use of water and nitrogen for
growing crops, and making sure that other interests do
not infringe on time-tested water rights. Then there is the
invasion from unknown predators, the invasive species
that eat away at crops and cost untold sums in crop
protection and shipping protocols, and ultimately profits.
Some are beginning to wonder out loud if we really
want a domestic food supply, based on the number
of environmental and bureaucratic requirements that
constantly is expanding. Numerous Federal and State
agencies are adding to the heap of regulations each
year… Sacramento legislators have introduced over 3,000
bills again this year to deal with perceived threats to our
well being as residents of this state.
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Let’s take a step back and appreciate what we have
achieved so far and allow the dust to settle on the
regulatory processes we already have. Piling on
further will do no one much good. •

with big returns...
Protect your bottom line by helping to elect
decision makers who value family farms and ranches.
FARM PAC SM works tirelessly to support candidates for California offices who promote
commonsense solutions, not excessive regulations. Your contributions to FARM PAC—
the California Farm Bureau Fund to Protect the Family Farm—go to supporting political
campaigns that work for you and your family. (State ID# 760960 )

California Farm Bureau Fund
to Protect the Family Farm
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Yet, we are already the most regulated state in the nation,
and still we produce the majority of leafy greens and
strawberries here for a hungry nation. This shows resilience
on the part of farmers and ranchers, but at some tipping
point the pendulum will swing the other way and force
more of the smaller family farms into an unsustainable
business model. As a nation we should be supporting the
family farm that was once the way of life for the majority of
our population just three generations ago, and now allows
more freedom of choice for new generations.

Several mandates passed decades ago have achieved
what we intended: polluted rivers and lakes were
cleaned up, air quality was improved dramatically
by emission standards, and protection for wildlife
areas has grown to an all-time zenith. We have
accomplished 95% of what we set out to clean up, so
how important is the last 5%? Is it worth driving our
domestic food production into ruin over an increasingly
expensive process to get to environmental perfection?

A small investment

FARM BUREAU
F E D E R A T I O N

©2013 State Compensation Insurance Fund of California

www.schipperdesign.com
Find out how you can take action. Go to www.cfbf.com or831.623.2341
call 1-800-698-3276.

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.
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Fighting Fire with Fire
W ritten b y : J oe R awitzer , S an B enito - M ontere y R ange I mprovement A ssociation

The Plan identifies community fire threats and
priorities, including prescribed fire treatment of 20,000
rangeland and forest acres annually.
The Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution Control District
(MBUAPCD) and the California Air Resources Board
(CARB) support properly planned prescribed burns to
high impact wildfire events.
United States Forest Service Firescape Monterey
currently is focused on NEPA compliance and
threatened community values to plan for Strategic
Fuel Break maintenance of the “Big Box” fireline
surrounding the Ventana Wilderness. Prescribed fire is
the tool of preference in the Wilderness.
The Monterey San Benito Range Improvement
Association consists of a cooperative of multi generation
landowners and agencies in Monterey and San Benito
counties working to improve rangeland and watershed
health and mitigate wildfire impacts to agriculture and
communities.
Overgrown brush threatens a high intensity conflagration
in the upland watersheds above the agricultural Salinas
Valley, with some of the highest quality wine grapes
in the world at the base of Sierra de Salinas above the
Arroyo Seco, Santa Lucia Highlands, and Monterey
growing appellations subject to smoke taint and winter
mudflows and erosion.

Strategically planned and executed
controlled burns within known
firelines improve watershed and
habitat conditions while reducing
heavy fire fuel loads.
The Association dates back to 1945, when Burn
Associations in Monterey and San Benito counties
annually burned up to 50,000 to 60,000 acres of brush,
grass, oak woodland, and mixed chaparral for range and
habitat improvement, and watershed conservation.
Today ranchers continue the tradition to conduct
burns and help each other to accomplish safe burns.
Strategically planned and executed controlled burns
within known firelines improve watershed and habitat
conditions while reducing heavy fire fuel loads.
Today emphasis is on areas prioritized in the 2010
Monterey County Community Wildfire Protection Plan.
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Fort Ord, Big Sur, Cachagua, Jamesburg, Tassajara,
Carmel Valley, and Bryson are especially vulnerable to
high intensity fuels driven infernos.
The establishment of a Monterey County Fire Warden
and Fuels Mitigation Officer position is in progress
with the County Resource Management Agency,
the Board of Supervisors, Monterey County Fire
Chiefs Association, Office of Emergency Services,
communities, and agriculture. The effort is to
acknowledge the difficulties and lessons learned in
the 2008 fires to coordinate community and agency
preparedness, evacuation protocols, and emergency
incident response plan. A first ever community based
countywide multiagency Unified Pre Fire Attack Plan is
the objective.
The recent formation of a Central Coast Prescribed
Fire Council (centralcoastrxfirecouncil@gmail.com)
joins forces with the Northern California
and South Sierra Prescribed Fire Councils
(www.norcalrxfirecouncil.org) to locally educate and
train landowners and agencies to safely and effectively
use prescribed fire as a necessary management tool.
A Policy Committee of the Rx Fire Council has been
invited to meet with Calfire Director Ken Pimlott
to discuss ways to increase capacity for increased
proactive prescribed fire acreage statewide.
The Association and Central Coast Rx Fire Council is
supporting prescribed fire burn crew training and skill
enhancement for upcoming burn projects. Instructors
are qualified agency experienced veterans. Interested
parties may contact: (831) 224-0459. Plenty of coffee,
cold drinks, and a big barbeque for all participants
remains a tradition of Monterey and San Benito
County ranch burns. •
A publication of Monterey County Farm Bureau

Mike Curtice is a 7th generation
Monterey County resident with
over thirty five years in the automobile industry, all locally. For
the past twenty seven years,
Mike has specialized his trade in
commercial business. His vast
knowledge of the fleet
programs and benefits when
purchasing vehicles, make his
service worth considering if you
have a vehicle purchase in your
future. Many of the agriculture
businesses in the Valley use
Mike exclusively, as he is an
active member of the Farm
Bureau of Monterey County.
Mike knows the AG business and
how to build their trucks. If you
want to deal with a true fleet
salesman, consider Mike Curtice
for your next purchase.

Your Partner For Success
MIKE CURTICE
831-238-2020

THE FOLLOWING IS A PARTIAL LIST OF CLIENTS THAT ENDORSE MIKE
REITER BROS

COASTAL FORD TRACTOR

BRIAN SNOW

DUDA FARMS

MONTEREY MUSHROOMS

STEVE BENNETTS

TOP FLAVOR FARMS

PROGENY GENETICS

RICHARD MORGANTIN

MAJOR FARMS

PEZZINI FARMS

MERV SELFRIDGE

ANDREW SMITH CO.

BENGARD FARMS

MIKE KENNEDY

ELKHORN PACKING

AMERICAN AS CREDIT

JIM COX

FRESH EXPRESS

MIKE CHUCK FARMS

P.A.R

LOS COCHES FARM

EARTHBOUND FARMS

AMERICAN TAKAII
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