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What most of the consuming public doesn’t
realize is that farming is a way of life. It’s not
a career choice similar to working in Silicon
Valley or in one of the service industries.
Most farmers grew up on their farm, learned
their farming skills from the previous
generations, may have fine-tuned their
knowledge at an agricultural college, and
continued their farming heritage as part of
the 2% that feeds our nation.
The challenges of farming are complex these
days. In addition to the usual three (weather,
water, and pests) there are additional
burdens of food safety measures, employee
well-being, and regulatory compliance that
distract from the actual act of farming.
Monterey County is a Right to Farm County,
meaning that we have an ordinance in
place that protects routine and customary
farming practices from nuisance complaints
and lawsuits. This ensures that when a
farmer uses best management practices on
his fields they can be assured that others
won’t interfere with choices made for
efficient farm management. To date, this has
proven to be a very successful ordinance

from the perspective of the farmers who
continue to grow fresh vegetables and
berries in their fields.
But a Right to Farm is not a complete
exemption for farmers. Of course, there needs
to be good neighbor cooperation between
agricultural fields and other land uses,
particularly when those fields are adjacent
to housing neighborhoods and schools.
Indeed, many farmers have developed
strong relationships with their neighbors to
enhance understanding of those routine and
customary farming practices.
In the last year there has been broader
community input related to farming
practices immediately adjacent to schools,
primarily the use of crop protection tools
and their applications. We live in a highly
regulated society and the use of agricultural
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The Right to Farm (continued from pg 1)
chemicals is no exception; in fact,
California has the strictest rules of
any state when it comes to the use of
crop protection chemicals.
The farming safety record is well
documented when it comes to the
use of these crop protection tools.
Applications are timed for minimized
risk for drift or human exposure.
Applications must be done by licensed
professionals for restricted chemicals.
Applications must be reported
monthly to the Ag Commissioner’s
office, in addition to the permits
needed to initiate the application.
Applications are limited only to those
chemicals that are licensed for use in
California (which is a shorter list than
the federal government currently
has approved). Applications are done
when other workers are not in the field
or are at a prescribed distance away,
with strict reentry intervals.
Of course no one wants to expose
school children (or their teachers, or
anyone for that matter) to any risk

that may come from use of a crop
protection tool. Many farmers have
children who attend these schools,
live on their farms, and are around
agricultural activities every day. The
safeguards in place for schools near
farms are well documented and
complied with daily.
But yet there is agitation that any
application of crop protection tools
near schools is an imminent risk to
those children. This is an unfounded
fear that proximity to an agricultural
field is an acute risk for exposure
simply because farming activities
take place on that field. Science,
not emotion, should guide our
development of any additional safety
requirements to minimize exposure
risks. To date, the science does not
support additional requirements
beyond what is currently in place for
application compliance.
Farmers are good neighbors and
have developed positive relationships
with their school neighbors. Indeed,

many have programs where crops
are donated for school activities,
sports teams are supported through
sponsorships, and educational
support for agricultural careers may
include scholarship programs.
This all comes down to routine and
customary agricultural practices
and the right to farm as the farmer
determines. Crop protection is part
of that process, to ensure a quality
product so that the farmer can
recover the investment in the crop
and repeat the process.
This is only one of the areas where
the Right to Farm provides a basis for
neighborly tollerance of what takes
place in our fields. A recent incident
report to the Ag Commissioner’s
office questioned a farmer who
was spraying in his field during
daytime hours; turns out that the
farmer was spraying water to clean
the dirt off the leaves of his crop.
Misunderstandings and assumptions
that all activities in the field are
detrimental will lead to complete

distrust of how farming operations
must grow their crops.
Our County puts forth the following
in the Right to Farm ordinance (Code
16.40.005.B):
“…to promote a good neighbor policy
by increasing the awareness of property
owners located near agricultural
operations, potential purchasers of
real property located near agricultural
operations, residents of the County,
and the general public of the potential
conditions that result from accepted
agricultural practices in Monterey County
and of the potential inconveniences or
discomforts associated with living in
and/or visiting a county with a strong
rural character and healthy agricultural
sector and with related “right to farm”
protections, so long as the agricultural
operations are conducted in a manner
consistent with proper and accepted
customs and standards.”
Maybe it’s time to tell the Ag story of
crop production better because the
farming community is feeling under
threat. Our routine and customary

agricultural practices are being
attacked by those who think they
know better but have no experience
in growing a crop successfully. Even
organic farming is coming under this
attack. No matter how our food is
produced, farming practices should be
respected within the confines of the
regulatory structure we have in place.
Farming has been a big part of
the Monterey County economy
for many decades, indeed, for over
a century and a half. Our entire
County’s fabric is wound around the
success of our local farmers. There
are new and constantly improving
methods, practices and technology
as the science advances. Inserting
emotional reactions that will severely
limit the ability of growing domestic
food supplies will ultimately remove
some of the most important dietary
foods produced in the Salinas Valley.
Let’s respect the farmer who has
the right to farm, trust that they
know what they are doing, and
work collaboratively to improve our
neighborly relations.

STAFF

Executive Director: Norm Groot
Administrative Assistant: Tami Hill
For Advertising Information:

Telephone: 831.751.3100
Fax 831.751.3167

Or visit our website:

www.MontereyCFB.com
Monterey County Farm Bureau assumes no responsibility for
statements by advertisers or for products advertised in “Farm Focus”,
nor for statements or expressions of opinion other than in editorials
or articles showing authoriship by an officer, director or employee
of Monterey County Farm Bureau.
Design by Moxxy Marketing
www.getmoxxy.com

FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

3

®

A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

President’s Message

Written by: Jeff Pereira, Monterey County Farm Bureau President
It has been a privilege and honor to
serve the Monterey County Farm Bureau
as President for the last three years. As I
head into my fourth year, I want thank
our Executive Director Norm Groot, his
staff, and the Executive Committee for
all their hard work and perseverance.
There are so many issues facing our
industry and it is important to have
the right people fighting for our rights
as farmers and ranchers. I would also
like to thank all the board members
who regularly attend our meetings and
contribute in so many ways. I’m always
amazed how intelligent, thoughtful,
and profound our members are. There
are many who belittle our industry, but
I challenge any of them to face and
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overcome what farmers and ranchers
do on an everyday basis.
I would also like to extend my gratitude
to all those involved with the acquisition
of our new offices. I know that your time
is valuable, and I appreciate the many
hours spent with the sale, search, and
ultimate purchase of our new facility. The
reaction from those who see the building
for the first time is testimony enough
that our decision to move on from our
previous location was the right move.
Monterey County Farm Bureau now has
a location that we can be proud of and
will take us far into the future.

on us? These and many questions face
us as we move forward into an unsure
future. However, rest assured that you
will always have the Farm Bureau
fighting for you. It’s an organization
that I am extremely proud to be part of.

Will it rain? Will we have enough labor?
What new regulation will be imposed

I again thank you for your continued
support and hard work.
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Use of Accurate Tests Helps Cut Nitrogen Applications
Written by: Bob Johnson for Ag Alert®
Central Coast growers and pest
control advisors are well aware of
many studies and trials showing
how to keep nitrates from moving
into groundwater, and are
implementing best practices.
“We’re trying to stay ahead of the
curve and address some of the
things we see coming down the
road,” said Mark Mason, PCA for
Soledad-based Huntington Farms.
“We’ve learned a lot of things about
how much nitrogen and water to
apply,” he said.
Mason made his comments as
PCAs, consultants and researchers
discussed how to put high-end
nitrogen management into practice
in the real world of commercial
vegetable production during the
23rd Annual Fertilizer Research and
Education Program in Seaside.
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Central Coast growers already
have fertilizer budgeting and
reporting requirements, varying
with the nitrate leaching potential
of their ground and crop, and
those requirements could become
more stringent.
“In March of 2017 the current
(conditional) waiver will expire,
so we will have to do something
about that,” said Chris Rose,
senior environmental scientist
at the Central Coast Regional
Water Quality Control Board.
“In September 2015, a judge
ruled in favor of a number of
environmental groups. This is
under appeal.”
Growers and PCAs are aware of
studies showing how to match
nitrogen applications with crop
need, and include nitrates already
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in the soil and irrigation water in
the calculations. A 2012 study from
the University of California, Davis,
showed that nitrogen application
rates to farmland leveled off in
1990, while crop yields continued
to increase, demonstrating
increased efficiency.
One of the most important tools in
vegetable fertilizer management
is the soil quick-test, which will tell
in five minutes in the field if there
is already enough nitrate nitrogen
in the ground to skip or reduce an
application.
“Our manager, Bob Martin, has
been using the quick-test from the
beginning, and was involved in
developing it,” said Jocelyn Bridson,
director of environmental science
and resources at King City-based Rio
Farms. “It is expensive to take two

tests from each field, but we still use
it. High quality produce might be
No. 1 to our buyers, but how we are
growing it might be No. 2.”
As growers have become aware
of the quick-test for deciding
whether there is already enough
nitrogen in the soil to eliminate
or reduce a fertilizer application,
an important question has been
how to make this tool available to
people in the field.

pre-plant fertilizer. It took three years
to develop this system.”
Another important tool is
including the nitrogen in content
of water when making a crop
nitrogen budget.

“We ask growers to consider
how much nitrate is in the
irrigation water,” said Michael
Cahn, University of California
Cooperative Extension irrigation
farm advisor.

“In a 2001 quick-test study, many
growers found management or
trained worker time an issue,” said
agricultural consultant Marcus
Buchanan. “One of the growers
adapted the quick-test method to
fit with his system. Today, he uses
the soil nitrate method for romaine
lettuce to make adjustments on the
fly. This grower is producing romaine
as a second crop using about 85
pounds of nitrogen, on average. He
has eliminated the 20 pounds of
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In order to include this nitrogen in
the budget, however, PCAs must
know with some precision how
much water is reaching the crop.
“I think we need a better way to track
how much water we’re actually applying
to a field,” Mason said. “If we’re going to
use the nitrogen in the water for the
crop, we need to know how much
water, not how much time. You’ve got
to get the amount of water right.”
Agricultural consultant Buchanan
related the vital role an irrigation
foreman played in a long-term
project by a grower who was able to
develop over the course of five years
an extremely efficient irrigation and
nutrient management program.
“In the third season, the irrigation
foreman received weekly suggested
irrigation guidelines based on
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crop stage and evapotranspiration
information,” Buchanan recalled.
“Almost immediately, he told us it
was not enough water. We found in
some cases there was a problem with
drip tape installation, and we were
able to overcome that by talking with
the person in charge of installing
the tape. It’s taken five seasons,
and the foreman has been able to
take the information from the two
blocks we’ve been working with and
extrapolate it to other fields.”
Soil and water testing, combined
with efficient irrigation management,
must be extended to many fields,
each with its own unique conditions.
“We’re talking about managing each
field differently,” Cahn said. “Once you
start doing that, there is a tremendous
amount of information to manage.”
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And as much research as has been
done on how much nitrogen many
crops need, and when they need
it, there is still information needed
about fertilizer in some significant
crops, he said.
“We don’t know how much nitrogen
an artichoke is going to use in the
next couple weeks,” Cahn said.
“There’s a lot of research that still
needs to be done.”
Shippers, wholesalers and retailers
are beginning to take an interest in
what vegetable growers are doing to
manage fertilizer.
“We have two buyers we supply lettuce
to who are very interested in how we
are managing our nitrogen,” Mason said.
Bob Johnson is a reporter in Davis. He may
be contacted at bjohn11135@aol.com.
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What Consumers Should Know - 2014 Pesticide Data Program Report

FEATURED BUSINESS MEMBER:

The Pesticide Data Program
(PDP) data show that overall
pesticide residues found on foods
tested are at levels below the
tolerances established by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and pose no safety concern.

Strategic Marketing from the Heart of the Salinas Valley

Courtesy of: SafeFruitsandVeggies.com

Each year, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) and EPA work
together to identify foods to be
tested on a rotating basis. In 2014,
surveys were conducted on a
variety of foods, including fresh and
processed fruits and vegetables,
baby food, infant formula, butter,
salmon, and water.
PDP data reflect actual residues
present in food grown in various
regions of the United States and
overseas.
EPA makes a safety evaluation for
pesticides considering all possible
routes of exposure through food,
water, and home environments
when setting the maximum residue
(tolerance) level of pesticide that can
remain in or on foods.

Before a pesticide is available for
use in the United States, the EPA
must determine that it will not pose
unreasonable risks to human health
or the environment.
The PDP testing methods detect the
smallest possible levels of pesticide
residues, including levels below the
EPA tolerances.
PDP informs the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) if residues
detected exceed the EPA tolerance
or have no EPA tolerance established.
The PDP residue results are reported
to FDA and EPA through monthly
reports. In instances where a PDP
finding is extraordinary and may pose
a safety risk, FDA and EPA are notified
immediately.
PDP data are essential in supporting
efforts by the USDA and EPA to assess
the American consumer’s dietary
exposure to pesticide residues.
• EPA is required to periodically
re-evaluate pesticide registrations
and tolerances to ensure that the
scientific data remain up to date.

The PDP provides data for the
periodic re-evaluation of food
tolerances.
• EPA regulates pesticide use
under two Federal statutes: the
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide,
and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) of
1947, which regulates pesticide
registrations in the United States,
and the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (FFDCA) of 1938
under which EPA establishes
tolerances for pesticide residues
in food. The Food Quality
Protection Act (FQPA) of 1996
amended these two pesticide
laws to mandate a single, healthbased standard for all pesticides
in all foods.
• FDA enforces EPA residue
tolerances for all foods except
domestically raised meat
and poultry. FDA publishes
its pesticide program data at
http://www.fda.gov/Food/
FoodborneIllnessContaminants/
Pesticides/default.htm.

Moxxy Marketing
When it comes to ag and fresh
produce marketing, there’s one
team that has decades of experience
and is immersed in the industry.
Moxxy is a full-service marketing

fresh vegetables, organics and
more. A partial client list includes
Ag Against Hunger, Braga Fresh
Family Farms, Duncan Family
Farms, Green Rubber Kennedy Ag,

“Even with our significant history in ag, we are still
awed by all that is accomplished and produced by
our clients. We love what we do.”
agency specializing in fresh produce,
agriculture, ag-related services and
non-profit organizations.
Moxxy provides a complete
spectrum of marketing services
including strategic marketing
planning, brand development,
packaging design, website design,
advertising, graphic design,
public relations and tradeshow
management.
“Our affinity for ag stems from our
commitment to this community and
affection for the people who live
and work here,” said Karen Nardozza,
principal of Moxxy.

J. Marchini Farms, Muzzi Family
Farms, Pinnacle Seed, Robert Mann
Packaging, SmartWash Solutions,
Smith Family Wines, Syngenta
Flowers and Uesugi Farms.
“We get the industry and
understand what is needed,” said
Terry Feinberg, principal of Moxxy.
“Our clients are focused on issues
such as labor, water, regulations,
food safety, and growing healthy
produce for the nation and
beyond. We help them develop
their brands, tell their stories

and make it easier to take their
perishable products to market.”
Moxxy is located on the second floor
of a beautiful 106-year-old brick
building in downtown Salinas. The
Moxxy team includes strategists,
graphic designers, web developers,
copywriters, social media gurus,
PR experts, project managers and
support staff.
“We’re media agnostic and very
flexible, because the best results
come when each client and
project is approached from a
strategic and holistic perspective,”
explains Karen. “We focus on bigpicture strategy, and never lose
sight of the tiniest details.”
“We’re here to help our clients make
an impact and move their products,”
said Terry. “Even with our significant
history in ag, we are still awed by all
that is accomplished and produced
by our clients. We love what we do.”

“It brings tremendous personal
and professional satisfaction to
help those who feed the world and
support this area both economically
and philanthropically. We’ve built
a solid reputation of not just
being exceptionally creative and
producing high quality work, but
for providing above-and-beyond
service and getting things done—
delivering results.”
Moxxy’s clients include companies
in genetics, farming, harvesting,
processing, retail distribution,
equipment, technology, flowers,

10

FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

11

®

A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Insuring Dirt?!

any practices which may lead to
contamination.

Written by: Jeff Pulford, AFIS, CIC, ISU-Pulford Insurance “Ag Advantage”
It was January 1952, when my Dad
took his three boys to check out the
raging Salinas River. From Highway
68 we could see the closed Spreckels
Junction bridge and miles of flooded
fields. Dad explained that flooding
rivers were good for farmland as the
receding waters deposited valuable
nutrients. He revealed that many
great civilizations rose due to winter
floods bringing life and vitality to
huge areas of cropland.
Well, that may have been good
knowledge in 1952, but today
we live with known problems
of pollution and contamination
caused by flood. The Ag industry
has agreed to FSMA and LGMA

protocols. Growing crops that are
flooded may not be harvested
and sold, hence growing costs
cannot be retrieved. In addition,
there is a 60-day mandatory wait
period after water recedes prior to
planting. Crop Scientists and Farm
Service Companies work together
with the farmer until the field is
free of contaminants and is ready
to perform.
2016 is an El Nino Year. Everyone is
familiar with the possible strength of
storms and rain associated with the
predictions. In 1978, Nacimiento Dam
went from bone dry in November
1977 to its peak holding capacity of
290,000 acre feet by February 1978

(source: Monterey County Water
Resources Agency). In 1997, our
Central Coast area received 30” of rain
in 12 days, resulting in $230 million in
damages (source: Monterey County
Regional Fire Agency). The riverbeds
were clean of debris in 1997 due to
big rains in 1995. Currently, the rivers
are choked with brush and trees after
years of drought.
Today, food safety is the mantra
for the California Ag Industry.
Contamination issues, with
subsequent product liability
concerns and product recalls are
daily concerns of all involved in
the agricultural community. FSMA
and LGMA protocols do not allow

Grower/Landowner, absentee
landowners and Trustees
representing estates with farmland
must deal with the costs of
reclamation and reconstitution
of the soil so their valuable land
may continue to be leased. This
involves rebuilding levees and
field infrastructure. Additional
soil may need to be trucked in to
rebuild fields dug out by swiftly
moving floodwaters. Farmland
subject to flooding is usually very
productive, enabling high value
crops to be grown there. Growing
costs and rental value can be
higher than usual.
Vegetable growers can be
considered sophisticated gamblers.
Most farmers in the U.S. enjoy
federally reinsured crop insurance
to protect loss of income. Row crop
growers are on their own. They
accept and work with whatever
weather, insects or market obstacles
are thrown at them.
Except for an occasional federal
disaster relief program, no help has
been available for catastrophes such
as flood, until now!
ISU-Pulford “Ag Advantage” insurance
programs understand agricultural
problems. Our proprietary flood
insurance program is available to
cover growing cost, land reclamation
and loss of income for growers,
landowners and trustees. This
coverage has never been available
prior to now.

Growers, who have invested
$3,500 to $6,000 an acre in
growing costs, will be happy
to know that if their crops are
flooded, this policy will pay for
growing costs of the already
planted fields and also loss of
income for a year. Organic growers
may be eligible for 2 years of lost
or decreased income.
Landowners and trustees will be
interested to know that reclamation
of farmland and the reconstitution of
soil is covered. Costs can vary from
$1,000 to $10,000 an acre. Loss of
rental income can also be covered.

We can put flood coverage into
effect for you within 20 days of
application. There is not a thirtyday wait period as this insurance
is offered by the world’s largest
underwriting company, not the
Federal Government.
Co-op concerns and groups of
growers joined by a common bond
such as a marketing agreement are
welcome. Details need to be discussed
but the process is relatively simple.
For more info see PulfordInsurance.
com/Ag-Advantage or call (831)
758-9449 for Jeff Pulford or Cecilia
Kennedy.

STABLE
STEADY
STRONG
Nobody else in the industry has a track record like State Fund’s. For
100 years we’ve been the stable force that others look to for guidance,
and we’ve never pulled out of the market when times get tough. Call your
broker or 888-STATEFUND (888-782-8338) for a quote.

statefundca.com

Yes, we insure Dirt!
However, it is not just dirt. We insure
arguably the most valuable cropland
in the nation.
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California Farm Bureau’s endorsed provider since 1943.

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.
©2015 State Compensation Insurance Fund of California
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A View From Above: Drone Technology Takes Flight in Ag
Written by: Marleigh Ostrom for Ag Circle, California Polytechnic State University
Practical, affordable, user-friendly
and easy to operate, drones,
starting at only a few hundred
dollars, have the potential to
significantly change the agriculture
industry. Professor Bo Liu, assistant
professor in the BioResource
and Agricultural Engineering
Department (BRAE) at Cal Poly,
claims drones have many benefits
such as being relatively cheap,
providing higher-quality images
than those taken by satellite and
are relatively easy to use. A quick
and convenient way for farmers and
ranchers to evaluate the success of
their crops, agricultural drones can
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provide high-resolution videos and
photos to analyze the uniformity of
irrigation or to identify problems in
their fields such as disease.
Precision Drone is an agricultural
drone company providing services
to farmers across the United States.
Precision Drone lists some of
the services a drone can provide
on the farm such as geographic
information system (GIS) mapping
to determine the borders and
boundaries of each field, as well
as using crop health imaging to
identify problem areas of the field.
Precision Drone report over the
past 10 years, their fields have seen
an average of a 10 percent increase
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in the gross sales per acre for their
crops. Farmers can operate a drone
as simply as flying a toy airplane.
Agricultural engineers are even
looking for ways drones can
eliminate the human error factor of
farming by programming drones to
harvest or spray crops.
Tristan Twisselman, a San Luis
Obispo local and owner of
Twistair Cinema uses drones for
photography and filming.
“With Cal Poly’s history of innovation
and their Learn by Doing attitude, I
think they could be at the forefront
of [production agriculture],” said
Twissleman.

Although drones can be beneficial,
agricultural drones are not seen on
every farm across the United States. If
a farmer was told a century ago that
modern farmers would be able to
start an irrigation cycle on their fields
by using an app on their cell phone,
no one would have believed or even
comprehend what they were being
told. Many of today’s farmers and
ranchers have the same notion about
agricultural drones. According to the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, the
average age of the American farmer
is 57 years old. Farmers and ranchers
are constantly adapting to keep up
with the ever-changing technologies
incorporated into the day-to-day
operations of farms and ranches. At
this point, it is difficult for anyone in the
industry to view agricultural drones as
a technology for everyday operations.

According to Franklin Gaudi, a Cal
Poly BRAE professor and a project
manager for the Irrigation Training &
Research Center, the problem with
drones at this point is we do not yet
know how to process and evaluate
all of the information drones provide.
For example, when a drone flies
over a crop with an infrared camera
and takes a picture illustrating the
thermal imagery of the crop, most
people see some variation of reds,
greens, and yellows; some may not
realize the color red illustrates an
area of the crop with water stress of
low water concentration.
“[Drones] have the capability
of providing some excellent
information; we just need to
figure out what to do with that

information,” Gaudi said. Liu believes
this is exactly where Cal Poly
students and faculty members can
come into the equation.
Liu added making the data and
results gathered from drones
accessible and usable to farmers is
important.
While Cal Poly students and faculty
members cannot fly drones on
campus for research-based needs,
they are working on developing
systems and programs in which the
data gathered from drones can be
collected, analyzed and put into
practical use so that farmers and
ranchers can use that information to
improve their operations.
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