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Look out, groundwater
sustainability is now the law …
and the Salinas Valley will have
to develop and comply with a
local sustainability plan that
brings our basin into balance for
extractions and recharge.
Passed last year by our state legislators and
signed by our governor, the Groundwater
Sustainability Management Act (SGMA) will
require local efforts to create a sustainability
agency and then a sustainability plan
on over 600 groundwater basins. Both
of these must be approved by the State
Water Resource Control Board and the
Department of Water Resources with
implementation beginning no later than
2022 for the Salinas River Groundwater Basin
(SRGB) and its sub-basins. The immediate
task is to establish the groundwater
sustainability agency (GSA) by July of 2017.

memos-of-understanding or joint-powersagreements will be needed, as local
municipalities are determined to participate
in this agency. And we all know how long
those agreements take to work out and get
signed by our local public agencies.
Last December, our Board of Supervisors
took the steps to initiate the establishment
of our GSA by designating the Monterey
County Water Resources Agency (MCWRA)
as that entity. To be determined is how this
new public agency will be set up, what
stakeholder input will be considered, and
how the agency will be governed (by a
Board of Directors or our Supervisors, or
another form of community involvement?).
The complexities of this new regulatory
mandate come without any state funding
mechanism, so this could be viewed as an

continues on pg 2

That’s not that far off when you consider all
the work that this entails. Our groundwater
sub-basins overlap jurisdictions with other
counties and agencies, so some work on
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Groundwater Sustainability (continued from pg 1)
unfunded mandate. And if we don’t
react locally and make the imposed
deadlines, the state will step in and
do this all for us.
So, we must all be vigilant and
involved in this process from the
start. Early in January this Farm
Bureau and the Salinas Valley Water
Coalition held a workshop for local
growers and processors to inform
them of the SGMA requirements,
milestones and deadlines, and some
of the pitfalls that experts are already
predicting will come to the surface
as SGMA is implemented.
Of course, one of the bigger
concerns is how SGMA
implementation will be funded
locally. Since MCWRA has no budget

for this activity, and our county is
not moving to fund this directly,
the default is to look to well head
owners and water users for fees and
assessments. This could mean a well
permit fee and/or an assessment
based on use of water by quantity,
for example. Simply stated, water
use in the Salinas Valley is about
to get more expensive, possibly
tipping the scale away from
sustainable farming operations for a
number of smaller farmers.
The good news is that SRGB is not
that far off from sustainability or
balance, according to the Brown &
Caldwell report on the State of the
Salinas River Groundwater Basin,
issued January 16, 2015: “Based on
the calculations conducted for this

The Basin is currently out of
hydrologic balance by approximately

17,000 24,000
to

project as discussed above, the
Basin is currently out of hydrologic
balance by approximately 17,000 to
24,000 AFY. However, the estimated
volume of groundwater in reserve
(i.e. storage) is about 6.8 million acrefeet in the aquifers of the Pressure
Subarea … and the total volume of
groundwater stored in Zone 2C is
about 16.4 million acre-feet.”
This means that extractions of
groundwater each year are less
than 4% of the groundwater basin’s
current water storage. And our

AFY.

imbalance is less than .002% of that
stored amount annually.
But through SGMA we are now
required to be sustainable by a
regulatory definition, developing
a plan that will be required to deal
with that relatively small imbalance
amount each year. There are many
ways this can be accomplished before
we resort to pumping restrictions
which could have economic
repercussions for our region.
In the coming months there will be

on-going discussions on how best
to form our GSA and who will be in
charge, so to speak. Local input from
stakeholders, including farmers and
well owners, will be key to making
sure that all concerns are considered
and addressed.
This means that farmers and
ranchers have a key stake hold in
moving this process forward and
should be involved with each step of
SGMA implementation. Farm Bureau
intends to be at the table, but the
boots-on-the-ground need to also
be at the same table, speaking up for
water rights users.
We’re there for you! But we also need
you to be there as this is probably
the most important issue facing
local farmers and ranchers for the
next seven years!
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Sleeping Dogs

Written by Kirk Schmidt, CEO, Central Coast Water Quality Preservation Inc.
Salt & Nutrient Management Plans
(SNMP) are a mandated by the State
Water Board’s Recycled Water Policy,
first adopted in 2008. The Recycled
Water Policy goes far beyond its
benign support of recycled water
programs to require that “local water
and wastewater entities, together
with local salt/nutrient contributing
stakeholders (i.e. farmers) will fund
… salt and nutrient management
plans for each basin in California,
including compliance with CEQA
and participation by Regional Water
Board staff.” Many water agencies
started working on these plans,
aided by state grants, in 2010. They
were to be completed by 2014. Only
3 agencies in Region 3 (Central Coast
RWQCB) stepped up to meet this
date. Llagas (southern Santa Clara),
San Benito and Seaside completed
“final” plans, Santa Maria, the lower
Pajaro Valley, Paso Robles and 3
other basins are somewhere along
in the process. For the Salinas basin,
the MCWRA pleaded poverty and
never started on this quest.
Why could this be a big deal for
farmers? Well if you combine the
Ag Order, Sustainable Groundwater
Agencies, the right to clean drinking
water, this mandated salt and
nutrient scheme, plus a drought,
things could get overwhelming.
Premised as a Recycled Policy,
the SNMPs apply to every basin
and sub-basin, even if there is no
recycling going on. The Central
Valley has CV-SALTS (Central Valley
Salinity Alternatives for Long-term
Sustainability), which has the grand
goal of devising a plan for the entire
Central Valley, has cost well over
$20,000,000 to date with almost $50
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M for implementation related efforts.
This is one expensive “management
plan.” The longer the Salinas Valley
sleeps through a similar process the
more expensive it will become.
Again you ask, WHY? There
are several laudable, but
conflicting, goals in the policy:
1) Antidegradation Policy, if
groundwater is clean its quality
cannot be degraded, however;
2) Assimilative Capacity allows
the quality of groundwater to get
worse so long as it stays within the
existing Water Quality Objectives
(i.e. drinking water), and then 3) a
recycled program can be initiated,
even if there is degradation, if
there is an offset improvement
or societal benefit. Every SNMP
needs an agricultural element and
has to establish salt and nutrient
parameters, which could easily
morph into TMDL-like targets.

extensive existing recycling programs
benefiting agriculture, historic and
advancing salt water intrusion and no
SWP imported water.

Premised as a Recycled
Policy, the SNMPs apply
to every basin and subbasin, even if there is
no recycling going on.

If a SNMP is completed, passes
scientific peer review at UC Davis
and meets CEQA requirements, the
RWQCB can adopt it and amend the
RWQCB Basin Plan. Once the Basin
Plan is amended the result will be a
regulatory requirement, not only for
the subject basin, but others in the
Region. None of the existing SNMPs
are sufficient to pass peer review,
much less become part of the
Basin Plan. Presently only the State
Water Board has authority over salt
water intrusion. If a SNMP covering
a basin with salt water intrusion
becomes part of the RWQCB basin
plan it could give Region 3 authority
over the problem, increasing their
regulatory jurisdiction.

OK, that’s the easy part. Llagas and
San Benito were able to complete
SNMP because, in general, their
aquifers meet the drinking MCL,
there is no salt water intrusion, only
minor recycling programs and,
importantly, they have imported
water to recharge their aquifers, and
dilute any future nutrient loading.
The Salinas and lower Pajaro have
large sections of the aquifer that
are well above the MCL for nitrate,

The Greater Monterey County IRWM
Regional Water Management Group
has received EPA funds and hired
Tetra Tech to prepare a Salt and
Nutrient study of the Salinas basin.
Because the MCWRA is not the lead
agency in the preparation of the
study, although it will participate,
it has lost some control over
the process. This may be called
the sleeping dog penalty. This
is unfortunate given the history
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and resources the MCWRA has in
managing the Salinas basin aquifer.
Now that the IRWM process has
started, the first meeting was on
February 11th, it is key that the
difficult issues unique to coastal
agricultural valleys be considered.

to decertify historic salt leaden
aquifers from listing as any
beneficial use. Same here.
ll How should this study deal
with possible discharges to
groundwater over the MCL, if
it is of better quality than the
existing aquifer, like nitrates on

the east side and salt in CSIP? This
improves the aquifer, is consistent
with anti-degradation, but
difficult from a policy perspective.
Many salt and nutrient policy
questions are important to continued
successful farming. Unfortunately,
only limited participation in the IRWM
process is available, so work with
the Farm Bureau to make sure your
concerns are heard.

ll First is CSIP, and the public
benefit of recycled water. Not
only important to farmers, but
apparently now a key feature
of future water supply to the
Peninsula.
ll Clearly understanding the
difference between areas where
recharge can occur and the
pressure and east side zones
where percolation of rain and
irrigation water is less likely to
influence water quality in the
commercial aquifers.
ll First encountered groundwater,
particularly that in areas with
tile drains west of Salinas, is not
a true aquifer. It should not be
given a default designation as
a municipal and agricultural
beneficial use. This perched
water above the aquitard is
highly impaired with salt (it used
to be a saltwater swamp) and
nitrates. CV-SALTS is seeking
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Proposition 1: Where will the challenges come from?
The voters approved Proposition 1, the CA Water Bond
measure, by a wide margin last November. The bond
specifies that $7.5 billion will be available for waterrelated projects around the state, through the sale of
state-backed bonds.
As with any other public works projects, there are specific
steps that must be followed before final approval of any
project, including funding. Any potential project will need
to go through a public selection process; there will be
reviews required under CEQA and NEPA, both assessing
possible environmental impacts. Add in archeological
surveys and transportation impact studies and soon we
have a thick volume of reports that can become points of
contention and discord.
Already, some groups are making noises to try and defeat
the proposition and its intent of constructing new water
projects (and this should be intended to mean surface
storage facilities, or reservoirs, which require some sort of
dam or levee to harness the water). Any proposed project

will gather a number of detractors that will tie up the
process for years in a court battle.
Without question, we will need to store more water
supplies as climate change brings us more rain rather than
snowpack in the Sierra Nevada. Capturing these resources
is the only way we can make up for the loss of storage that
Mother Nature will not provide on her own.
We have the opportunity to set an example of working
together for a common solution, a reliable statewide
water supply for future generations. Noting that no
large scale water projects have come on-line in the past
three or more decades (with exception of the Diamond
Valley reservoir in Riverside County), our water supply is
stressed to keep up with rapid population growth and
environmental demands placed through regulatory or
court-ordered mandates.
The drought these past three years has emphasized
the management of our resources that is needed for
both surface and groundwater. With more surface

water diversions for environmental purposes, the prior
projects built for irrigation supplies have come up short
and forced more groundwater pumping in the Central
Valley and other areas. Projects with specific purposes of
avoiding groundwater pumping for irrigation are now
supplying water to environmental uses that were never
envisioned before.

New efficiencies will continue be developed for both
urban and agricultural uses, but will they be able to meet
the greater demands of our state? It’s clear that building
a reservoir to develop our water resources has become a
contentious debate that will continue in the coming years.

Challenges to our future water supply projects will be
many and broad. CEQA provides the opportunity for a
lawsuit simply by wording a potential impact incorrectly.
It may become readily clear that the Water Bond is a
new avenue for litigation, deferring any actual project
construction.

STABLE
STEADY
STRONG

So, that leaves us with $7.5 billion in bonds that might
actually never build a project if costs escalate through
engineering and legal challenges. With the extremely high
prices for environmental studies and project design, the
actual money spent building a new storage facility most
likely will exceed the $7.5 billion currently allocated.
In the long term, our thirst for water will only increase as
new beneficial use demands stress our resource capacity.
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Perspectives

Written by Norm Groot, MCFB Executive Director
When you are in the position of
being an executive director of a
non-profit commodity service
and advocacy association, a lot
crosses your desk on a weekly
basis. And with agriculture being
the key economic driver of the
local economy, a lot more comes
across as semi-relevant and loosely
interconnected to keeping the
farming way of life viable.
But much of what comes across is a
continued attack on the very farmers
and ranchers who take incredible
risks to produce our safe, healthy
and affordable domestic food
supply; locally, that is a number for
fresh vegetables, berries, and leafy
greens that constitute the majority
of our national input by crop.
Given that regulatory constrictions
will continue to do just that, constrict
the ability of farmers and ranchers

8

to continue turn a profit, there are
many opportunities for an executive
director to become involved in so
many core value issues. On a weekly
basis, the amount of data and
requests for input that pass across
my desk is overwhelming, simply
because we communicate faster and
broader than ever before.
My first thought here is about the
word profit; when did this gain
such a negative connotation in our
society? Our nation would not have
grown to where it is today without
the profit incentive that inspires
innovation and efficiencies. Without
profit, our farms and ranches
would fail and we would become
dependent on imported food
supplies. We saw this in the 1980s
when farms in the Midwest began
failing simply because the costs of
inputs were much higher than the
sales price of the products produced.
There is still an annual Farm Aid
concert each year to raise funds
for those farmers who continue to
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struggle under the weight of buyerdictated commodity pricing.
We see further threats in the proposed
rule change to the “Waters of the
United States” that U.S. EPA and the
Army Corps of Engineers continue
to push forward, despite widespread
opposition from the agricultural sector
and many federal legislators. This
will be a game changer for federal
permitting requirements for simple
things such as maintaining a drainage
ditch or fence along a field, or an
intermittent pond that only shows
up only when it rains hard. As costly
as these will be to implement and
comply with, the real threat is that
bureaucratic oversight of traditional
farm practices will proliferate.

Conflict and confusion continue to
drive the debate on comprehensive
immigration reform on a national
basis. States cannot simply do this
on their own, even though some
continue to try with moderate
success. What was created in 1987
with the broad immigration reform
package signed by President Ronald
Reagan was never fully completed
or implement; this is why we
have such a dysfunctional system
of immigration rules today. We,
the public, tolerate the on-going
stalemate over reform through each
new session of Congress and we may
continue to do so if early indications
of this new Congress are to be taken
as the proposed course of action.
The fact is that we have over 11
million undocumented immigrants
who are already here, working jobs

and spending their paychecks in
our communities, and we cannot
practicably ask them to leave and get
on a list to return. Ag needs a stable
and legal workforce, as well as a guest
worker program that works in the
timeframe of a harvest schedule.

Our nation would not
have grown to where
it is today without the
profit incentive that
inspires innovation and
efficiencies.
Land use planning will increasingly
be important as our local
municipalities update their longterm General Plans and economic
development directives. Prime Ag

land is only prime when it is used to
grow crops, not when it’s converted
to development or alternative
energy generation. A policy of
land use that protects the right to
farm is essential. Monterey County
recently updated their Right to Farm
policy after several years of revision
discussions; it remains strong and
supportive of on-going and routine
farm activities in the unincorporated
areas, and helps to resolve any
conflicts that may arise between
urban and farming neighbors. I see
that the right to farm will continue
to come under scrutiny, and indeed
further regulatory pressures, as
routine farming practices are
whittled away in compromises
for other ordinances and law suit
settlements. This threatens the
very way of life we all enjoy in our
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County, that of large areas of Ag production (or as some
call it, open space … if it’s farmed, it’s not open space,
but that’s another discussion). We need public policy that
continues to protect the family ownership of farming
operations and their continued ability to operate as best
suited for their crops.
So now we come to water … subject to quality, quantity,
who has it and who doesn’t, and what to do about
ensuring its future availability. Those of you who know
me personally know that I am outspoken on the amount
of regulatory burden the water quality issue has placed
on the Ag community as a whole. The gains in this area
are accelerating and water quality is improving, both in
surface and groundwater. Sure, there is much more work
to do, but my sincere desire is to have a water quality
regulatory framework that rewards those farming and
ranching operations that have shown willingness to
improve water quality and have achieved measurable
results. Our current regulatory environment is punitive
and arbitrary and does nothing to improve water quality;
instead, we spend money on expensive reporting cycles
that have no direct benefit to water quality improvements.
Water quantity is rapidly taking over all discussions about
issues related to resource conservation. As noted in the
opening article of this Farm Focus® issue, our groundwater
basin imbalance is not as significant as other basins

around the state, yet we have the same set of regulatory
requirements that must be implemented. Granted we do
have some localized challenges in some of our sub-basins,
but overall we don’t need to react quickly or without
consideration to stakeholder needs and concerns. Indeed,
we have been working on groundwater sustainability
for over 60 years. I support our county moving forward
with the steps of SGMA implementation (first being the
establishment of the sustainability agency) but this will
be a complex process involving a lot of consideration for
multiple and often conflicting jurisdictions and mandates.
A very public process, with transparency, is needed
to ensure that all stakeholders are considered and a
community-wide consensus can be built; without this, we
are doomed to failure as we break off into our own camps
and fight over the details (as we usually tend to do).
The future of the Salinas Valley depends on a large
number of water issues facing us currently; groundwater
sustainability, desalination impacts and possible benefits,
nitrogen best management practices, as well as labor
availability, farm land protections and the right to farm.
Together, this is a very full set of issues that Farm Bureau
continues to monitor and be a part of each week. I am
privileged to be your executive director and value the
trust placed in me as your voice.
We’re there for you! Your membership makes a difference!
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Include GPS Systems When Insuring Equipment
Written by Nationwide Insurance

We’ve written before about the
importance of insuring your homes
and farm buildings to their current
values, but it’s just as important
for farmers and ranchers to also
have their equipment insured to an
adequate value. When making sure
your equipment limit on your farm
insurance policy is adequate, here
are several things to consider.
Equipment values vary as the
demand for used equipment
ebbs and flows in your area of the
country, as well as with the usage
and maintenance performed on
the equipment. Because of this
fluctuation, the purchase price of the
equipment may not be the current
value. Without adjusting for this
change in equipment markets, you

could find yourself under-insured
when a loss occurs.
Farm and ranch operations are also
utilizing more and more technology.
The Nationwide® Agribusiness
AgriChoice® farm policy can include
coverage for Global Positioning
System (GPS) equipment. If a piece
of equipment has permanently
attached GPS components, the
value of these components needs
should be included in the value of
the equipment.
If GPS components are portable,
such as a display that can move
from unit to unit, these also should
be included either as an individually
scheduled farm personal property

item or as part of your farm personal
property blanket. GPS activation fees
may also be associated with these
items. The value of the activation
fees should also be insured.

4R COMPACT UTILITY
TRACTORS
• Turbocharged diesel engine
• Multiple Transmission Options
• Cab or Open Station conﬁguration

Keep in mind, the value of GPS
components and their activation
fees can increase the value of
equipment quickly. Having these
values accounted for in your
insurance limits will help to make
sure you aren’t surprised at the time
of a loss and are able to get back
to normal operations as quickly as
possible.

0% FOR 60 MONTHS

^^^

To find a local farm agent, visit
www.farmagentfinder.com

Tough Jobs Aren't the Only Things We Make Easy.
RUN POWERFUL AND CAPABLE.
WITHIN YOUR BOTTOM LINE.
The new 4R Series offers a comprehensive list of new features to help you take
on any task with power and comfort. Our tractors offer: two transmission
options, a new ComfortGuard™ cab, increased hydraulic SCV options, new
lighting packages, and the easiest 3-point implement hookup in the industry
with Hitch Assist – a John Deere exclusive. Choose the eHydrostatic
transmission and you’ll also get our advanced hydro controls, not to mention
compatibility with new Quik-Park loaders and quick-attach backhoes. Add it all
up, and you get a premium machine that's perfect for any job.

Santa Maria
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(805) 925-0931
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Paso Robles
3920 Ramada Drive
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Desalination Progress
Several concurrent desalination
projects are making progress towards
providing an alternative water
resource for the Monterey Peninsula,
and possibly for other areas of our
county. The needs are great and the
desire to bring a new resource on
line quickly has gained rapt interest
from a number of constituents, both
local and statewide.
The Monterey Peninsula Water
Supply Project (MPWSP) was
conceived by California American
Water in the spring of 2012 and
immediately caught the attention
of the Salinas Valley due to the
proposed location of the source
water intakes. The source water
facility site proposed is in the north
Marina area, on the CEMEX plant
property, an area of ‘disturbed earth’
in close proximity to the shoreline.
The source water wells are proposed
to drilled on a slanted angle, under
the ocean bottom, to obtain salt
water from the subsurface area
rather than a direct or open ocean

intake process (remember we have a
marine sanctuary off our coast).
What was immediately recognized
is that the Salinas River Groundwater
Basin extends beyond the coastline
in this area, under the bay, probably
as much a mile or more offshore. The
probability that water from the basin
would be included in the source water
wells would be counter to the legal
requirement that basin groundwater
has to stay in the basin for use. But
there were no scientific reports that
adequately addressed this situation, so
theory and models were to be relied
upon for project feasibility.
Both Monterey County Farm Bureau
and the Salinas Valley Water Coalition
petitioned the California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC), who would
ultimately make the decision for
MPWSP project approval, to become
a part of the stakeholder process
known as interveners. Then the
avalanche of documentation began,
as well as hearings in San Francisco

where testimony on the various issues
facing the project was offered by the
interveners. With 19 interveners plus
Cal Am involved, there were a lot of
issues to testify about!
As a group, the interveners were
directed by the CPUC to develop
a settlement document on issues
that were common and where
compromise could be obtained.
After months of both meetings
and extensive conference calls, a
settlement document was crafted
that addressed issues such as desal
plant capacity, public financing,
water rates structures, source
water intakes, and many more. Of
course, the most important part
of the document for the two Ag
organizations was how to deal
with the source water intakes and
any impacts to the Salinas River
Groundwater Basin.
Through this settlement, a technical
committee of hydrologists was
created who would review the
information gained from modeling
the hydrogeology of the area, both
from existing reports as well as
new bore holes to be drilled, and
ultimately a test well drilling. From
this information gathering and review
would come a ‘white paper’ report on
source water influences that would
aid in establishing expected impacts
considered in the draft environmental
impact report that CPUC was
developing for the project.
The test well would either confirm or
deny the assumptions made in the
modeling developed from the bore
holes (drilled in spring 2014). This
would also be a proof-of-concept
for slant well technology and the
feasibility of utilizing this type of
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well construction for the larger desal
project. For the Ag organizations,
in order to determine our course
of support or opposition to the
source water intakes, the impacts
to the Salinas River Groundwater
basin required the test well drilling
and operation. Without this test
well information the reliance
would be on the modeling only;
scientific data from actual pumping
operations is needed to determine
any impacts, and to what degree
these impacts would challenge the
legal requirement of not exporting
groundwater outside the basin.
Standing with the other 16
interveners that signed the
settlement agreement allowed
support for the test well permit
from the California Coastal
Commission, despite the conflicts
about the test well permit approval
locally. Monterey County Farm
Bureau maintains that the test well
operation is necessary to develop
the sound science for the feasibility
of the source water for the project.
Delivering a reliable water source
for the Monterey Peninsula is
critical to the success of our tourism
industry, and indeed, our county’s
economy as a whole. Making
decisions based on sound science
and actual performance data is the
best way to ensure that community
consensus can be achieved beyond
the overarching issues of social and
political viewpoints.

SAVE THE DATE!
2015 Bill Barker Memorial
GOLF TOURNAMENT
August 20th • 11am shotgun start
Bayonet & Black Horse Courses
along the Monterey Coast
Last year we had over 240 golfers enjoy a picture-perfect day of
golf followed by the awards dinner

Proceeds benefit
Monterey County Farm Bureau Scholarship program,
Bill Barker Scholarship Fund
and Monterey County Ag Education
Look for details in June!

Looking for the science to guide us
helps make better decisions; the Ag
sector has always relied on sound
science to guide our practices and
this should be extended to desal
water resource development as well.
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