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Conservation is now a Buzzword
Funny how drought intensifies the discussion on water use and
conservation; who has water, who doesn’t, where it flows, and
who thinks they can grab a new claim. In the time since Governor
Brown’s drought declaration in January, the intensity with which
conservation is used has come to a feverish pitch!

Monterey County Farm Bureau | www.montereycfb.com
California Bureau | www.cfbf.com
American Farm Bureau | www.fb.org

Everyone is looking at what can be done
with the minimal water resources we have
available … and we are probably in a better
position than the rest of the state, simply
because we have our own supply system
of storage and recharge. Thank you,
farmers and ranchers, for having the
foresight to build two big reservoirs, the
Castroville Seawater Intrusion Project, and
the Salinas Valley Water Project. Without
these facilities, paid for by the Agricultural
community, our water situation would be
much more dire.
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water is not available for food production.
We only need to look back 80 years to what
the Dust Bowl profoundly did to our society.
So let’s look at the current drought situation
that has become acute because of the lack
of rainfall in the past three years. Regulatory
decrees have given more water to fish and
the environment, reducing the available
water for growing food in the Central Valley
area. And this regulatory drought has been
intensified by Mother Nature’s refusal to
cooperate with rain. While fish and the
environment are important beneficial uses,
shouldn’t food production be first on the
list when viable farmland is disappearing
each year due to development?

Seems like the first thought that follows
the word conservation is let’s cut back
water to farmers … they use a lot and they
can afford to go with less. What rational
person believes that going with less food
is a good idea? The fact is that it takes
water to grow food, and local farmers grow
the very food items that consumers
consider part of the healthy food movement
currently sweeping through food recipes,
cable food shows, and food advocate
organizations. Yes, it takes a lot of water
to grow food, and throughout history, we
have seen the unmitigated disasters when
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Much has been made of the Monterey
Peninsula’s efforts to conserve their water
use; their success now ranks as one of the
lowest per-capita uses of water of
anywhere in our country. This is a great

continues on page 2
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MCFB Calendar of Events
M o n t e r e y C o u n t y Fa r m B u r e a u

Apr. 5

Crab Feed at Salinas Sports Complex: tickets on
sale at MCFB Office, $55/person

Apr. 16 Candidates Forum at Braga Ranch: please RSVP to
MCFB Office at 831/751-3100, $10 for MCFB
members, $15 for non-members
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Aug. 21 Bill Barker Memorial Golf Tournament at Bayonet /
Black Horse courses: registration details coming
later this spring
Oct. 3

Monterey County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting at
Salinas Sports Complex

Conservation is now a Buzzword (continued from front page)
success but comes with consequences that may have been unintended, but
are still very real. The first is that waste water flowing to the water recycling
plant in Marina continues to drop each year due to conservation; this is water
that is recycled and used for the purple line irrigation water in the Castroville
Seawater Intrusion Project. Continued reductions in this waste water for
recycling will present a challenge on how to fulfill the required flow levels for
CSIP irrigation water.
The more serious consequence of this successful water conservation effort
is that there are no easy methods to conserve more. The next attempts to
conserve will be much more painful, with lasting effects on lifestyles and the
local tourist economy. Conservation is great when it’s easily done, but painful
cuts through rationing will be harder to achieve and at great cost.
And that is why we all must support continued water availability for our
farming community. We all need food to eat, and locally grown food is the
best resource for nutritional benefits. We cannot become shortsighted and
take water from food production simply because of a perception that persists
about agricultural water use.
Local farmers have done their part in conserving water resources to this point
(in addition to paying for our water supply infrastructure). Farmers in the
Salinas Valley are early adopters of new irrigation technology; indeed, over
60% of our irrigated crops are grown using drip tape irrigation. This saves
water by only delivering what is needed to the root zone of the plant. Newer
technologies are leading to changes in irrigation patterns by use of soil moisture
sensors, computer controlled irrigation cycles, and use of climate information
to revise irrigation rates.
We are fortunate here that we have farmers who are progressive and
conservation minded, who took the initiate to develop our water resources
throughout the past decades, and continue to provide us with economic
support … and yes, good food!

President’s Message
Written by: Jeff Pereira, President, Monterey County Farm Bureau

Hold on tight! It looks like 2014 is going to be a lot like 2013. While the
theme of last year’s message was challenges, it looks like we’re headed
in that direction again.
Of course the ongoing drought and rainfall are on everyone’s mind as we
head into March. We kept our fingers crossed for a wet February and things
started off promising. Maybe it had something to do with the YF&R “Pray
For Rain” bumper stickers, but it’s looking more and more like February is
going to be a dud as well. As the drought continues, we can only hope that
this crisis helps convince our elected officials that we have to invest in more
storage. Though we believe the President’s recent visit to the Central Valley
will bring national focus to our problem, it’s hard to conserve water you
don’t have. Stay tuned!!
Immigration reform is looking less and less likely this year as House Republicans cave in to threats from hard line
conservatives. Being an election year, no one in Washington has to the desire to face this issue. With the minimum
wage increasing to $9.00 an hour in July and labor being in short supply, it appears that it’s going to be another difficult
harvest season.
Healthcare Reform is an ongoing issue and continues to cause confusion. How the law will affect your business is the
question on everyone’s mind. Each postponement of the employer mandate adds to the confusion and makes it difficult
to plan for the future.
One of our many local challenges is river channel maintenance. It’s hard to imagine a flood with so little rainfall, but we
all remember 1998. There has been some movement and pilot projects are being proposed for river cleanup, but more
needs to be done before its too late. The media always focuses on farmers versus environmentalists, but what about
the communities and jobs that a flood will affect?
Permit #11043 has been a contentious issue locally. The permit allows the utilization of surface water from the Salinas
River watershed to halt salt water intrusion into the groundwater basin. The Regional Advisory Committee, of which
MCFB is a member, has been charged with making recommendations for a project that will utilize this water efficiently.
A recent proposal was offered from the County Board of Supervisors to sell water to municipal water systems included
possibly exporting water to the Monterey Peninsula, which is not within the scope of this water permit. The Supervisors
have taken a lot of heat on this issue, especially since the dialogue has taken place in closed sessions under the guise of
performance evaluations.
Also, as Monterey County considers a new well ordinance as part of the General Plan update, use of groundwater and
new well drilling in the Salinas Valley will come under increased scrutiny.
The list of issues facing farmers and ranchers in our county is long. Fortunately, the Monterey County Farm Bureau is
representing our interests every step of the way. Our executive director, Norm Groot, has been at the forefront of all the
battles and is a great resource if you have questions or issues. We’re lucky to have him on our side.
Thank you for being a Farm Bureau Member and allowing me to represent the Monterey County Farm Bureau.

So when conservation comes up in a conversation, remember that we all
need to eat, including the farmers who produce your food.

Designed by Schipper Design
www.schipperdesign.com
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The Endangered Species Act Turns 40 - Hold the Applause

A law intended to conserve species and habitat has brought
about the recovery of only a fraction—less than 2%—of the
approximately 2,100 species listed as endangered or
threatened since 1973. Meanwhile, the law has endangered
the economic health of many communities—while creating
a cottage industry of litigation that does more to enrich
environmental activist groups than benefit the environment.
How did things get so turned around? Blame the bureaucrats
of the Endangered Species Act. They have administered the
law poorly and flouted provisions designed to promote good
science and good sense.
A destructive milestone came in the late 1970s, when officials
erased the practical distinction between different levels of
endangered-species listings. Originally, it was only when an
animal or plant was labeled “endangered”—on the verge
of disappearing—that landowners were hit with heavy
regulations, such as prohibitions on activities that could even
indirectly “harm” or “harass” the species. But the Carter
administration extended these restrictions to species that
are “threatened”—in trouble but not facing extinction.
The chilling effect on property owners and economic activity
has been profound. Discovering a listed species on your
property is no longer cause for pride in the land’s environmental
richness and your chance to exercise responsible stewardship.
It’s a liability that is to be avoided at all costs.
Ask the people of Cedar City, in southwest Utah, where
Endangered Species Act regulations have given the Utah
prairie dog the run of the town since it was listed in 1973.
The rabbit-size rodent is now listed as “threatened,” even
though there are 40,000 in the region. In most cases,
residents can’t take measures to control the burgeoning
prairie-dog population; they can’t even try to relocate the
animals to federal property.
The infestation means pockmarked yards for homeowners.
Farmers’ crops get dug up. Prairie-dog mounds and tunnels
on airport property create hazards on runways and taxiways.
At one airport in the Cedar City region, hundreds of thousands
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of dollars have been spent to prevent damage from the
prairie dogs. Shooting them in the interest of protecting
human lives is out of the question.
Small business owners in Cedar City like Bruce Hughes see
their plans dashed. Eighteen years ago, he bought a 3.4-acre
parcel to develop. “Then the prairie dogs moved in,” he
notes, making it impossible for him to use the property
productively. “If I killed even one, it would be a $10,000 fine
and five years in federal prison. I could rob a convenience
market and get off easier.”
One reason the Endangered Species Act has spun out of
control is that the federal agencies that decide whether to
list a species—the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service—no
longer base decisions on what the law calls for: data. Instead,
they invent squishy standards like “best professional
judgment.”
In eastern Colorado and southeastern Wyoming, the
controversy over a rodent called the Preble’s meadow
jumping mouse shows how a regulatory mountain can rise
from an evidentiary molehill. Federal officials listed the mouse
as “threatened” in 1998, claiming that it was biologically
separate from similar mice elsewhere. But they relied on a
1954 study that examined the skulls of just three Preble’s
mice.
This was “an extremely weak inference by today’s standards,”
Rob Roy Ramey, then-curator at the Denver Museum of
Nature and Science, said in 2004. His team’s DNA research
over the next three years concluded that the mouse wasn’t
a “distinct subspecies”—and, after seeing the new findings,
the 1954 study’s author agreed. But the feds won’t budge,
even after University of New Mexico scholars echoed Dr.
Ramey’s findings in the September 2013 journal Molecular
Biology.
The cost of the Preble’s “threatened” listing for landowners
and local jurisdictions is $17 million yearly, according to
estimates from the Fish and Wildlife Service. Developers
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have to set aside a portion of their property for Preble’s
habitat. Ranchers must limit weeding in irrigation canals.
Infrastructure projects, from reservoirs to road-widenings,
have been slowed or had their costs driven up. “It has been
a wonderful tool for environmentalists to try to stop things,”
said Kent Holsinger, a Denver attorney who represents
landowners and water providers.

We know Mother Nature
doesn’t wait.
That’s why we get your employees back to work
fast through our careful processing of claims. Plus,
we offer eligible Farm Bureau members a 20 percent
discount on premiums. It’s all part of our commitment
to California agriculture. Because Mother Nature
doesn’t stop, and neither do we.

Some of the most damaging Endangered Species regulations
stem from federal “biological opinions” issued by U.S. Fish
and Wildlife or NOAA staff. In recent years, for instance,
irrigation has been dramatically reduced in the San Joaquin
Valley, California’s agricultural heartland, because a “biop”
claimed that irrigation harmed a tiny fish, the delta smelt.
To protect the smelt, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
ordered severe restriction on water deliveries by government
water projects. In 2009, at the height of the resulting manmade drought, hundreds of thousands of acres went fallow,
and unemployment in some communities touched 40%.
Eventually, federal judge Oliver Wagner found that the
government had acted in bad faith in developing an “arbitrary”
and “capricious” plan. Even so, farmers still receive only a
fraction of their water allocation, with no consequence for
the federal agency.
How to get the Endangered Species Act back on track? A
couple of straightforward reforms would have a big impact,
and they could be implemented by the administration through
regulatory change, without the need for legislation. First,
reinstate the difference between regulations for threatened
and endangered species, so that discovery of the former is
welcome news of an opportunity to engage in creative
environmental protection but not a threat to a landowner’s
livelihood.
Second, require that each biological opinion and listing
determination comes with a data chart that scientifically
documents the threats and the consequences for the species
of not being listed. Unbelievably, most of the data that were
supposed to have informed past decisions are unavailable.
In some cases, the information was never even gathered
before a ruling was issued. In other cases it unaccountably
vanished, e.g., the computer files alleged to hold it were
said to be corrupted.

Together, we’ll help keep California working.
statefundca.com

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.

Forty years ago, on Dec. 28, 1973, the Endangered Species Act became law.
If you want to celebrate, you’ll need to close your eyes to hard truths.

(continued on page 14)
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Save on Farm Insurance

Central Coast Groundwater Program
Expands, Initiates Sampling

Written by: John Valentine, Nationwide Insurance

Written by: Abby Taylor-Silva, Grower-Shipper Association

Your farm’s or ranch’s long-term success is ultimately about profitability. While controlling
expenses is one critical component of profitability, so is protecting your farm’s or ranch’s
assets with the right insurance and risk management tools. How can you strike a balance
between savings and security? Here are a few ways to control costs and risk.
The cost of an accident is like an iceberg.
What’s covered by insurance can be just
the tip you see above the water line.
What’s below the surface – lost business,
legal disputes, fines, stress, disgruntled
customers – often are not covered by
insurance. But they all affect your
bottom line.
Minimizing claims not only saves insurance
costs, it can save significant dollars for your
farm or ranch overall. How can you minimize
losses?

Reducing your number of claims can
help lower premiums. Some ideas:
•

Make safety and loss reduction an every
day part of your job.

•

Find ways to routinely communicate safety
messages to everyone who comes onto
your farm or ranch.

•

Review each accident or mishap, and use
it as a learning tool.

•

Use personal protective equipment (safety
glasses, face shields, hand protection,
hearing protection).

•

Screen your drivers.

•

Require seat belts be worn at all times.

•

Display your farm or ranch phone number
on your vehicles, and invite people to call
if they see unsafe driving practices.

•

Make sure everyone on your farm or ranch
understands that they are responsible for
their own safety and the safety of others
every day.

•

Make sure all equipment safety guards and
other safety devices are in place at all times,
and keep your buildings and equipment
clean and debris-free.

Report all losses within 24 hours. Studies
show that the longer a claim goes unreported,
the more it costs.
Even if a loss looks like it may be below your
deductible, report it in case it escalates in
the future.

John Valentine, former Sponsor Relations
Account Executive for Nationwide Insurance,
is now retired and we thank him for his many
years of commitment to California Agriculture.
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The State Water Board on September 24 extended the
deadline to join a groundwater cooperative program and
opened the opportunity for additional programs to be created
or expanded. The Central Coast Groundwater Coalition’s
Board of Directors on September 28 voted to submit a
groundwater monitoring plan to the Regional Water Quality
Control Board (‘Board’) and initiate efforts to gain membership
from landowners/growers in San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara
and northern Ventura counties, the entire area encompassed
by the Region 3 Board.
The final membership list, encompassing all counties in
Region 3, which includes those mentioned above as well
as Monterey, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara and San Benito, totaled
at 563 growers and landowners, and 202,500 acres, almost
half of all of the irrigated acreage in the region. The more
members we have, the more we’re able to provide the
community and our members a stronger understanding of
groundwater quality in the region.
Well sampling began in October in the Salinas Valley, and
so far more than 76 wells have been sampled. Of all domestic
wells sampled 33 exceeded the drinking water standard for
nitrates and on each of those wells, the grower or landowner
has replaced the drinking water source (i.e. provided bottled
water or installed a reverse osmosis or filtration system), or
noted that the well is not in use for drinking water purposes.

The first set of samples are just finishing up in the southern
counties this month, and the Pajaro Valley and Gilroy-Hollister
samples will be conducted in early and mid 2014.
As samples are taken, more than just nitrates and the Board’s
required constituents are tested. We are also conducting
isotope testing, which helps us understand the age of water
and the source of nitrates. In some cases, we’re also testing
for pharmaceuticals and caffeine. Doing so will help us
understand if the nitrates are coming from human sources
(i.e. septic systems) or other sources. Using that information,
as well as identifying the soil types underground, aquatards
(areas where water can’t permeate), and the way water
moves underground, the Coalition is going to provide a
comprehensive understanding of our underground aquifers
throughout the Central Coast.
Stay tuned for more information about this program in the
coming months! Learn more by visiting www.centralcoastgc.
org.
Abby Taylor-Silva is Vice-President of Policy & Communications
for the Grower-Shipper Association of Central California;
contact her at abby@growershipper.com.

“The more members we have, the more we’re able to
provide the community and our members with a stronger
understanding of groundwater quality in the region.”
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Farmers Get Help during Drought as PG&E Gets
CPUC Approval to Delay Rate Changes
Written by: Matt Nauman, Pacific Gas & Electric

As we close out the year California farmers will get more flexibility to manage their
water resources and some electricity rate relief as they work to conserve water during
the drought, thanks to the California Farm Bureau who brought this issue to PG&E’s
attention. PG&E works closely with farmers on energy and water issues.
California farmers will get more
flexibility to manage their water
resources and some electricity rate
relief as they work to conserve water
during the drought, thanks to the
California Farm Bureau who brought
this issue to PG&E’s attention. PG&E
works closely with farmers on energy
and water issues.
On February 11th, the California Public
Utilities Commission (CPUC) agreed to
let PG&E delay the termination of two
rate schedules which would have
required customers to choose from
other available agricultural rate
schedules. Elimination of these rate
schedules at this time could have
exacerbated the effect of the water
shortages expected during this drought
year.
As a result, farmers and ranchers will
have more flexibility in when they can
water crops and orchards. Termination
of these rate schedules will now not
begin until March 15, 2015.
“Anything we can do to help our Ag
customers helps the California
economy,” said Pat Mullen, a PG&E
director and the leader of the company’s
Ag Task Force. “We’re looking at
everything we can do to try to help our
Ag customers, especially during this
time of extreme drought.”

Water, electricity, and pumping
Besides the obvious water issues, a
drought impacts pumping and electricity
use for farmers. “Farmers and ranchers
in California utilize electricity in order
to access and deliver water for their
fields and crops,” said Karen Norene
Mills, the associate counsel of the
California Farm Bureau. “And because
there is less water available, the ground
water might be deeper, because we
haven’t had much rain in the past year
or so, they’ll need to be pumping more
and delivering more water on their
fields.”
“The Commission is to be commended,
everyone is to be commended,” said
Mills, noting that PG&E and the CPUC
moved quickly to request and approve
the rate change, Mullen called the pace
“unprecedented,” and said it reflects
the seriousness of the drought.
About 1,000 farmers and ranchers use
the AG-R and AG-V agricultural
electricity rates that were due to expire

on March 1. They would have been
switched to a different form of timeof-use rates, which would encouraged
farmers to limit watering times to
narrow windows and could potentially
draw down water levels to the point
where some pumps might lose suction
and prevent irrigation.
If more agricultural water users are
incentivized to turn on their pumps at
the same time during narrower
windows of time, it will lead to greater
drawdown of the water table and put
more water wells at risk of drawing air
and not performing properly.

(continued from page 8)
Having additional time will allow farmers to get through this
year using pumping patterns they already are familiar with
and to better prepare for the changes in 2015, Cecil said.
“We’re in a drought situation, so the whole thing has been
exacerbated,” she added. “We are sharing resources with
everyone around us — not just orchards, but with many
homes and users. We want to be resourceful, and use
resources in the most efficient manner we can.”
Besides the Farm Bureau, PG&E worked with the Agricultural
Energy Consumers Association and the South San Joaquin
Irrigation District on the request to the CPUC.
PG&E offers incentives so farmers can install more efficient
pumps. The company has additional energy efficiency
programs aimed at agricultural customers. More information
for Ag customers is available at www.pge.com on the Money
Back Solutions: Ag and Food Processing page.

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

PG&E supports farmers, ranchers
Colleen Cecil, the executive director of
the Butte County Farm Bureau, said
farmers are relieved that the new plans
won’t go into effect for a year. Her
local chapter has 1,600 members in
Butte County and helped push this
issue to the state-wide Farm Bureau
and to PG&E.

Soledad Tire
& Wheel Service, Inc.

Case STX MT700 &
MT800, Caterpillar,
and all JD Models
New Goodyear
Ultra Ag Tracks
Manufactured by
Veyance Technology

“Having additional time will allow farmers to get
through this year using pumping patterns they
already are familiar with and to better prepare for
the changes in 2015.”
A publication of Monterey County Farm Bureau

For All
Your Ag
Track
Needs

We also carry
a full line of
MID Rollers.

Phase ONE deadline:

MAY 12, 2014

Phase TWO deadline:

May 27, 2014
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Lynsey Paulo contributed to this story. Email Matt Nauman
at matt.nauman@pge.com
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Apply now for Class 45 of the California Agricultural
Leadership Program and experience the 44+ year legacy
of leadership development, drawn from and dedicated to
California agriculture. Learn more about our program and
how to apply. Scan the QR code or visit www.agleaders.org.

DO YOU
have what

it takes?

Contact David at
Soledad Tire
The GOODYEAR (and Winged Foot Design) trademark is used by Veyance Technologies, Inc.
under license from The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company. Goodyear Engineered Products
are manufactured and sourced exclusively by Veyance Technologies, Inc. or its affiliates.
© 2014 Veyance Technologies, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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Drought Resources for
farmers and ranchers are
available on our website:
www.montereycfb.com

960 Front St.
Soledad
(831) 678-2692
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The Myth of the Aging U.S. Farmer

Member Benefits: Increasing your
Farm Bureau Membership Value

Written By: Chris Bennett for Farm Press Blog

Farm Bureau offers an extensive set of member benefits, so take advantage of the power of these programs and discounts!

The aging U.S. farmer crisis is overstated
and doesn’t match the numbers. Sure,
farmers are getting older, but so is the
rest of the American workforce. As
little as 0.5 percent of farmers are under
the age of 25, and it’s often argued that
half of all farmland will change hands
in the next 20 years, but panic over the
graying of U.S. agriculture is without
merit – at least that’s the opinion of
economist Carl Zulauf, College of Food,
Agricultural, and Environmental
Sciences, Ohio State.
Zulauf has gleaned labor information
from USDA census data (1945-2007)
and DOL data (1980-2010) to reach a
conclusion that is markedly different
from current consensus: “In short,
putting the age of farmers in perspective
suggests the U.S. will likely have little
problem replacing its aging farmer
population.”
How does Zulauf build his case?
In Putting the Age of U.S. Farmers in
Perspective, he acknowledges that the
age of farmers has increased 17
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percent, or 8.4 years, from 1945 to 2007
(in that same 62-year span, farmers
aged 65+ have jumped from 14 percent
in 1945 to 30 percent in 2007). Taken
alone, the numbers are stark, but taken
as a whole with general U.S. labor force
stats, the picture changes.
From OSU: “However, since 1980,
when data on the age of the labor force
became available, the average age of
the U.S. labor force increased by 7.1
years, from 34.6 to 41.7. During the
same period, the average age of U.S.
farmers has increased 7.1 years (from
50.5 to 57.1). Thus, each population
has aged in concert with one another,”
Zulauf said.
Zulauf points out a key decline (and the
only decline) in average farmer age took
place form the mid-to late- 1970s –
paralleling growth in agriculture. Will
that age decline repeat itself with
current agriculture prosperity? Zulauf
believes it will: “U.S. farmers are aging,
but their aging mirrors the U.S. labor
force. The U.S. farmer population is
older that the U.S. labor force, but this

has been true since 1980 and likely
much earlier. The older age of farmers
is consistent with farming being capital
intensive. It takes time for someone
to accumulate the capital necessary to
compete in U.S.-style farming, either
through inheritance or savings or both.
While much is written about the need
to replace the aging U.S. farmer
population, the 1970 period of farm
prosperity suggests the current period
of prosperity will lead to an influx of
younger farmers, sons and daughters
of existing farmers and from non-farm
backgrounds. This influx will likely occur
over a number of years and its
magnitude will depend on the staying
power of the current farm prosperity.”
Time will tell …

MCFB & CC YF&R
Scholarship applications
now available online
at our website:
www.montereycfb.com

A publication of Monterey County Farm Bureau

Insurance Programs

Amerigas: save $0.05 per gallon on propane deliveries.

Nationwide: individual and business auto insurance;
farm insurance; boat, motorcycle, and ATV insurance;
homeowners insurance; property and casualty insurance.

Flyers Energy: discounted fuel purchases utilizing CFN.

State Compensation Insurance Fund: workers compensation
insurance.
VPI Pet Insurance

Polaris: discount of $300 on purchase of new ATV or
side-by-side vehicles, plus 10% discount on repair labor
charges.

Member Programs

Case IH: discount of $300 - $500, depending on the tractor
or implement purchased.

General Motors Vehicles: $500 discount on qualifying
vehicles

Monterey County Member Programs

Grainger Industrial Supply: 10% discount to members, plus
additional discounts on special tools.

Paraiso Vineyards: 10% discount on purchases at their
tasting room

Farm Bureau LogoWear: discounted prices to members
through Anderson Marketing.

B-Impressed: 10% discount on promotional products and
embroidery

Farm Employers Labor Service (FELS): discount of $100 on
enrollment.

Sturdy Oil Company: well lubricants that meet environmental
health standards

Farm Bureau Bank Financial Services: low-rate vehicle loans.

National Purchasing Partners: savings on Verizon, Fastenal,
Staples Advantage, Expedia, and more

A4 Promotions & Incentives: quality clothing and business
items with Farm Bureau logo.
Prescription Discount Program: earn discounts of up to 75%
on brand name and generic prescription medications.
HealthCare Solutions: offering a broad range of insurance
products (accident, foreign travel, and short-term health).
LensCrafters: savings of 20% on exams, lenses, frames,
lens options, and contacts.
ClearValue: savings up to 60% on all Starkey hearing
instruments
Preferred Alliance: savings for employers on setup of
alcohol and drug testing compliance programs.
CalStar: air ambulance service for $30 annual fee.
Life Line Screening Health Services: four screenings for only
$145 per member.
Country Connect: low rates on local and long-distance
telephone service.
Dunn-Edwards & Kelly-Moore Paints: savings up to 30% on
selected paint products.

Western Square: discount of 10% on shade trailers; 5%
discount on assorted farm equipment.

Travel & Entertainment
Choice Hotels: savings of 20% on published rates at
Comfort Inn, Comfort Suites, Quality Inn, Sleep Inn,
Clarion, Rodeway Inn, Suburban Extended Stay, and
Econo Lodge.
Wyndham Hotels: savings of 20% on best available rates at
Days Inn, Super 8, Ramada, Howard Johnson,Travelodge,
and all Wyndham hotels and resorts.
Avis & Hertz: discounts on auto rentals.
Amusement Parks: discount admissions at Universal Studios
Hollywood, Six Flags Magic Mountain, Knott’s Berry
Farm, Legoland, San Diego Zoo, Aquarium of the Pacific,
Santa Cruz Boardwalk, and more.

For complete details on all these membership benefits, see
our website at www.montereycfb.com and hover over the
Members button to see the Member Benefits links.
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The Endangered Species Act
Turns 40 - Hold the Applause
(continued from page 5)

I belIeve thIs

$37
mIllIon
million
belongs to you

American AgCredit members earned $37 million in cash dividends
for 2013, making a total of more than $215 million since 2006.
Isn’t it time to start reaping the rewards of membership?

SALINAS

Call 831.424.1756 today or visit AgLoan.com

Shoddy listing determinations naturally
result in wasted conservation resources
and the issuing of misguided biological
opinions that ultimately destroy jobs and
undermine communities. After four
decades of this, Washington would do
well to update the Endangered Species
Act before the public clamors for its
extinction.
Mr. Schiff is a principal attorney with
Pacific Legal Foundation. Ms. MacDonald
is a former deputy assistant secretary
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks at the U.S.
Interior Department.

A part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.
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