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The parallels are all present: a nation divided over the fundamental
rights of a group of people who are not considered citizens, divisive
rhetoric coming from all sides on the issues of citizenship and suffrage,
and states’ rights trampled upon by confusing or unclear federal laws
that fail to clarify the situation.

You Can Count

on Health Net

Christian Aparicio
Health Net

Simple, affordable solutions that meet your needs and your budget
Health Net health coverage is a benefit of Farm Bureau membership.1 You can count on
us to deliver straightforward costs without compromise of quality, simplicity or value.
Call your authorized Health Net agent, or contact
our Member Services, and discover how we make
health care work for you! 1-800-909-3447, option 2;
www.healthnet.com

Over 150 years ago our Country faced a
difficult and divisive issue that essentially
tore our sovereignty apart; only after
many years of willful tolerance of an
intolerant situation did our nation erupt in
a full blown disagreement on the rights
of people residing within our borders
without proper documentation.
While there is no direct comparison to the
dramatic conflict that erupted over slavery,
the current situation regarding immigration

1California Farm Bureau Members’ Health Insurance Plans are

underwritten by Health Net Life Insurance Company.
Health Net Life Insurance Company is a subsidiary of Health Net, Inc. Health Net is a registered service mark of Health Net, Inc. Farm Bureau and
the Farm Bureau logo are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation, used under license by Health Net Life Insurance
Company. All rights reserved.
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was decided through a protracted civil
war action that led to a constitutional
amendment declaring slavery illegal
without any deportation order. Our
leadership at that time, including
President Lincoln in collaboration with
his cabinet, set out a course of action that
would broadly bind the disparate forces
within our Country to a course of unity.

reform lends itself to many parallels within
our society. A segment of our population
has no legal documentation, and in many
cases they were brought here without their
own free will. Should we continue to ignore
the fact that our society has created a
situation that needs a human rights review?

Currently, our Federal legislators have come
to their senses and realized something
that those of us in Agricultural have known
for over a decade: our immigration laws
don’t work and reform is desperately
needed. It is gratifying to see some serious
reform proposals to fix the inequities that

Just like the slavery issue, we are faced
with a prospect that those here illegally
must be deported or return voluntarily
to their country of origin. Ultimately, that
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hold segments of our population in the
undocumented limbo of the shadows.

continues on page 2
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continued from front page
Salinas Valley farmers and ranchers welcome the Senate’s bipartisan framework,
the President’s principles for comprehensive immigration reform, and the House
of Representatives’ proposal. Farmers have struggled to find enough documented
workers to harvest their crops, and this past year was no exception. We cannot
continue to rely on an undocumented labor force to be responsible for something as
basic as harvesting food for our nation.
We all agree that a secure border is paramount to managing our immigration
flow; providing solid support for border security, technological advancements for
equipment, and additional personnel will certainly help. But we must also deal with
the issue of those who are already here, currently working in our communities
with families of their own; they must have a pathway to securing documentation
that allows them to live and work in our country legally. This is not amnesty, but a
humane manner to deal with a problem that our own inaction created, and indeed
fostered, for many decades.
Included are tough but fair requirements for legalizing the millions of undocumented
immigrants currently within our borders. It will not be an easy path for some, but
those who are committed to living outside the shadows will be pleased that there is
finally a process to end their uncertainty.
The local Agricultural community has worked diligently through coalitions and
legislators to bring serious reforms to our immigration policies, and to provide a
stable, reliable and legal work force for those farmers who grow crops that require
hand harvesting. We hope that a truly functional program will be developed that will
allow temporary agricultural workers to enter our country each year, work through
the harvest season, and then return home to be with their families. This takes
the uncertainty of clandestine border crossings out of the equation and benefits
all sectors of our economy where citizens will not work the jobs that immigrants
currently fill.
Local farmers and ranchers applaud the efforts so far but wait anxiously for the
provisions of the legislation to be put into words that do as the framework intends.
We will be watching and supporting this process along the way, finally realizing what
has been elusive for too many sessions of Congress: true immigration policy reform.
Like the leaders of our past human rights struggles who were not afraid to come out
on the side of reform with strong moral character, we hope our current leaders will
do the same for our immigrant population seeking a solution to their legal status. Our
local food supply is too important to risk another year of uncertainty. •

A Message from MCFB President Jeff Pereira
Having served as Monterey County
Farm Bureau president since
September, I can say that I’ve been
honored and privileged to represent
one of the finest organizations in
the county. Coupled with our sister
counties and state organization,
the Farm Bureau is always at the
forefront battling for the interests of
farmers throughout every county and
in Sacramento. As I sit in meetings at
the local and state level, I’m always
impressed by the professionalism
and knowledge our members
possess. I’m also impressed by the
passion shown by those who fight to
protect our industry.

As I sit in meetings
at the local and state
level, I’m always
impressed by the
professionalism
and knowledge our
members possess.
On a local level, we face many
obstacles. The Peninsula Water

Crab Feed:

Best Crowd & Crab Ever!

Supply Project has the potential to
invade on our water rights as the
Monterey Peninsula leaders look for
alternatives to solving their water
issues. The implementation of the
Ag Order is going to have a profound
effect on the way we fertilize our
crops. The General Plan is always a
topic of discussion as we battle land
use and pumping rights.
On a state level, we face regulation
after regulation choking our ability
to do business. The California
Air Resource Board, first with
their onerous truck rule and now
impending tractor regulations,
makes it harder to keep equipment
in compliance. Minimum wage is
on the table again and I am afraid
our representatives in Sacramento
don’t understand the volatility of
our markets. Add to this heat stress
regulation and overtime rules,
we will again see many battles in
Sacramento in 2013.
On the national level, immigration
reform is on everyone’s mind.
Though there is a desire by some
for comprehensive reform, there are
large voting blocks that will battle

this every
step of the
way. Media
outlets are
riddled with
opponents
who feel that
we should
never reward those who entered
the country illegally. They are also
under the impression that illegals are
stealing jobs from Americans, but
we know this to be untrue. How this
plays out remains to be seen. Also,
the Food Safety Modernization Act
has been passed and it remains to be
seen if an acceptable National Leafy
Green Marketing Agreement will
be created.
At every level, the Farm Bureau is
fighting for you. I have been to both
Sacramento and Washington D.C.
with fellow Farm Bureau members
discussing these and many other
issues with our elected officials.
In many cases, bad legislation is
defeated due to these efforts and the
efforts of the Farm Bureau Staff. If
there is an issue that is affects your
operation, we’re on it. If not, please
let us know how we can help. •

On February 23rd, nearly 300 enjoyed a crab and pasta dinner
put on by the Central Coast Young Farmers & Ranchers, and
then danced the evening away to the classic rock music of The
Wild Turkeys. Benefits from this event go to fund the scholarship
program that CC YF&R awards annually to college and university
students majoring in an Agricultural curriculum. Many thanks to
our sponsors of this event who made it so successful:

$1000 Sponsor Level
California Giant Berry Farms

$500 Sponsor Level
American Door & Gates
The Baking Heifers

$250 Sponsor Level
American Ag Credit
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Quinn Company
Rain for Rent
SMD Vineyards

Taylor Farms
Van Ruiten Family
Vineyards

Boyer Fertilizer
Service
Hunters Supply

Tri Cal
Water Tech
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On-Farm Innovation Continues to Transform Agriculture
W ritten by : B ob S tallman ,
P resident of A merican F arm B ureau F ederation

Albert Einstein once said, “If you
always do what you always did, you
will always get what you always got.”
I’ve tried to adhere to this mantra
throughout my life by embracing risk
and thinking outside the box.
American agriculture, too, follows
this philosophy pretty darn well.
Through innovation and thinking
big, U.S. farmers and ranchers have
transformed agriculture from muleand-plow operations into one of the
most tech-savvy and society-changing
industries in the modern world.
There’s a popular theory that goes
something like this: Failure is not
an option – it’s a requirement. Fear
of failing dooms us to repeat what
others have done, therefore never
finding innovation and change. So,
if we are going to think big, we will
certainly at some point fail big. But
it’s these failures that in the end
make us better than what we were.
Without a doubt, modern agriculture
has had its ups and downs getting to
where it is today. In other words, it’s
failed big on an occasion or two. But
because of that, modern agriculture is
at the forefront in technology, leading
to greater efficiency and safety.
Recently, at the American Farm
Bureau Federation Annual Meeting,
former astronaut Mark Kelly talked
about the various satellites NASA
uses. As he spoke, I couldn’t help
but think to myself that farmers also
use satellites and other precision
agriculture technologies in their line
of work to increase yields and reduce
chemical use.
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American agriculture has employed
science and technology to
dramatically increase production and
choice while lowering prices, but
these changes have also altered the
experience of farmers and the public
in unexpected ways.
No longer are we just producing food
for our families; each farmer now feeds
155 people. We are using innovative
methods to meet the future global
demand of feeding 9 billion people and
we are finding breakthroughs in cancer
research and eradication of other
diseases through the groundbreaking
uses of feed we produce.

Recognizing U.S. agriculture’s role in
the business sector, the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of American History
is partnering with farmers, ranchers
and American agricultural businesses
to build a collection that reflects
modern agricultural practices. The
initiative, called “American Enterprise,”
will be unveiled in spring 2015 and will
celebrate precision farming, traceability,
environmental practices, irrigation,
biotechnology and hybrid seeds.
Agriculture has played a vital role
in the development of America’s
business sector, from innovation and

continues on page 6

SometimeS money
doeS grow on treeS.

American AgCredit
is paying record
cash dividends. Again.
It’s all in the numbers: $45 million paid for
2012 and more than $180 million since 2006.
Join us now and be part of next year’s
dividend success story.
Call 800.800.4865 or visit AgLoan.com

SALinAS
A part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.
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continued from page 5
enterprise to the entrepreneurial spirit
that has always been a major focus of
America’s farms and ranches.
Not only is Farm Bureau partnering
with the Smithsonian on this exciting
venture, the first donation to the exhibit
came from a Tennessee Farm Bureau
member, dairy farmer Pat Campbell.

Campbell gave the museum a selection
of photographs, a computer cow tag
and a reader unit to show the change
in dairying from a hand-labor-intensive
process to a modern, computer-run
operation. The donation will also
include his personal recollection about
how changing technology has altered
his work life and has led to greater
efficiency and safety.

Monterey County Farm Bureau Receives
County Activity Excellence Award
At the California Farm Bureau’s Annual Meeting our County Farm Bureau
was named a County of Excellence for activities in Membership, Policy,
Leadership, and Public Relations, as well as the County Farm Bureau award
for Highest Percentage of Goal for Agricultural Memberships. Monterey
County Farm Bureau achieved all membership goals in 2012. We thank our
loyal members for your support this past year.

The Smithsonian exhibit will
showcase to the public what farmers
and ranchers have know for a long
time: Innovation and technology
make agriculture a leading business
opportunity; we are an industry
where failing big isn’t bad – at least
once in a while – and our modern
farming practices are changing the
world in which we live. All in all,
innovation on the farm is anything but
business as usual. •

We know Mother Nature
doesn’t wait.
That’s why we get your employees back to work
fast through our careful processing of claims. Plus,
we offer eligible Farm Bureau members a 20 percent discount
on premiums. It’s all part of our commitment to
California agriculture. Because Mother Nature
doesn’t stop, and neither do we.

Together, we’ll help keep California working.
statefundca.com

Member Benefits: Increasing your Farm Bureau membership value
Farm Bureau offers an extensive set of member benefits,
so take advantage of the power of these programs and
discounts!

Insurance Programs

ClearValue: savings up to 25% on hearing instruments

State Compensation Insurance Fund:
workers compensation insurance.

CalStar: air ambulance service for $30 annual fee.

Health Net Health Plans

Life Line Screening Health Services: four screenings for
only $135 per member.

VPI Pet Insurance

Monterey County Member Programs
Paraiso Vineyards: 10% discount on purchases at their
tasting room

State Compensation Insurance Fund is not a branch of the State of California.

Hyperion Systems: custom designed solar panel installations
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LensCrafters: savings of 20% on exams, lenses, frames,
lens options, and contacts.

Nationwide: individual and business auto insurance;
farm insurance; boat, motorcycle, and ATV insurance;
homeowners insurance; property and casualty insurance.

B-Impressed: 10% discount on promotional products and
embroidery

Monterey County Farm Bureau President Jeff Pereira (center) and Executive
Director Norm Groot (right) receive award certificates from California Farm
Bureau Second Vice-President Jamie Johansson.

Pharmacy Savings: discounts from 5% to 35% on brandname and generic prescriptions.

Sturdy Oil Company: well lubricants that meet environmental
health standards

Member Programs
General Motors Vehicles: $500 discount on qualifying vehicles
Grainger Industrial Supply: 10% discount to members, plus
additional discounts on special tools.

Preferred Alliance: savings for employers on setup of
alcohol and drug testing compliance programs.

Country Connect: low rates on local and long-distance
telephone service.
Dunn-Edwards & Kelly-Moore Paints: savings up to 30%
on selected paint products.
Amerigas: save $0.05 per gallon on propane deliveries.
Western Square: discount of 10% on shade trailers; 5%
discount on assorted farm equipment.

Travel & Entertainment
Choice Hotels: savings of 20% on best available rates
at Comfort Inn, Comfort Suites, Quality Inn, Sleep Inn,
Clarion, Rodeway Inn, and Econo Lodge.
Wyndham Hotels: special discounts at Days Inn, Super 8,
Ramada, Howard Johnson,Travelodge, and all Wyndham
hotels.

Farm Bureau LogoWear: discounted prices to members
through Anderson Marketing.

Avis: discounts on auto rentals.

Land’s End: Discount of 10% on products and logo fees.

Amusement Parks: discount admissions at Sea World,
Six Flags Magic Mountain, Knott’s Berry Farm, Legoland,
Santa Cruz Boardwalk, and more.

Farm Employers Labor Service (FELS): discount of $100
on enrollment.
Farm Bureau Bank Financial Services: low-rate vehicle loans.
A4 Promotions & Incentives: quality clothing and business
items with Farm Bureau logo.

Hertz: discounts on auto rentals.

For complete details on all these membership benefits, see
our website at www.montereycfb.com and hover over the
Members button to see the Member Benefits links.
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Leaders should recognize Ag’s value
E ditorial reprinted from C apital P ress

It is common for government to
chase industrial development. Among
the current favorites are “green”
energy, “sustainability” and high
technology. In the eyes of many in
government, those industries are the
wave of the future.
To attract them, government
leaders work hard to come up
with tax incentives, subsidies and
other gimmicks that will convince
corporations to locate in their
backyards.
In the process, though, the
businesses that are already there
– some for more than 100 years –
are often ignored or even berated.
In the case of Agriculture some
in government see a productive
farm field as nothing more than a
“shovel-ready” site for other types of
development.
It is too rare that Agriculture is seen
and appreciated for what it is – a
valuable industry that produces food
and fiber, creates jobs and generates
economic activity.
Some in government get it. A recent
example is the Marion County
Board of Commissioners in Oregon.
(In January) the commissioners
unanimously passed a resolution
that is, in essence, recognition that
Agriculture makes the county’s
economic wheels turn.
“Agriculture is Marion County’s
number one industry and at Marion
County we are proud to support
our farmers and the vast array
of businesses that represent
this significant part of our local
economy,” Commissioner Patty
Milne said in a press release.
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Marion County is the heart of
Oregon’s Willamette Valley. It is also
home of the state capital, Salem,
and just south of the Portland area
and its sprawl. For the commission
to stand up and acknowledge that
Agriculture, with more than $616.8
million in annual revenue, is a driver
the county’s economy is remarkable.
Around the West, we see plenty of
examples of government at all levels
that don’t get it when it comes to
Agriculture. Across the Cascade

Mountains from Marion County is
Grant County, Ore. Over the years,
misguided federal forest policies
and swarms of environmental
lawsuits have all but shut down
that county’s timber industry and
its mills. As a result the county has
an unemployment rate topping 13
percent. Even Gov. John Kitzhaber,
a Democrat, has commented on
the federal government’s poor
management of forests in Oregon.

continues on page 9

The insurance agency
that friends recommend

LINDSAY COATE
Executive Director
Ag Against Hunger

TED WILLIS
Chief of Operations
Leavitt Central Coast

“Over the last 23 years, Ag Against Hunger has collected and donated 2OO million pounds
of fresh nutritious produce to food banks locally, across California and the Western US.

Our 1O year relationship with Leavitt Central Coast Insurance is one of the many reasons

why we have been so successful in preventing the waste of surplus produce by donating it to
tens of millions of low-income seniors, families and children. .” - Lindsay Coate

FARM COVERAGE | COMMERCIAL INSURANCE | LIABILITY | WORKERS COMP | PROPERTY
AUTO | MEDICAL | DENTAL | VISION | SUPPLEMENTAL | DISABILITY
950 East Blanco Road, Suite 103, Salinas | 800.631.1100 | www.leavittccis.com | License #0G39781
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In Idaho, the city of Caldwell has filed
eminent domain proceedings to take
some of the local irrigation district’s
canals. Such a move demonstrates a
total lack of understanding or respect
for Agriculture.
In Washington state, farmland has been
transformed into every possible use,
from baseball diamonds to car dealers.
California is the poster child in the
governmental “I like Agriculture but
I hate farms and ranches” campaign.
State government has been hounding
Agriculture with torrents of air
and water regulations. Combined

with environmental lawsuits
and threatened water supplies,
Agriculture in that state can be
described as abused.
Despite the abuse, every one of
these states is a leader in several
areas of agricultural production.
Washington produces most of the
nation’s apples. Oregon is tops in
various berries and hazelnuts, grass
seed, Christmas trees and several
other crops.

powerhouse, outproducing every
other state – despite the lack of
respect it gets from government.
We’d like to see more government
leaders at all levels recognize
Agriculture for what it is – a clean,
renewable, sustainable industry
that also creates jobs and economic
activity that reverberates through the
region’s economy. •

Idaho is tops in potatoes and one
the largest dairy-producing states.
And California is an agricultural

Salinas Valley Water Rights: Undeniable
W ritten by : N orm G root , M onterey C ounty F arm B ureau E x ecutive D irector

The water supply project under
consideration for the Monterey
Peninsula has dragged Salinas
Valley farmers into the discussion
by proposing to place source water
intake wells directly above the Salinas
Valley aquifer.
There are two issues that caused
Monterey County Farm Bureau to
become an intervener in the project
approval process currently before the
California Public Utilities Commission:
• When created, the Monterey
County Water Resources Agency
Legislative Act, Section 21, included
the following statement relating
to the Salinas Valley Groundwater
Basin: “… for the purpose of
preserving that balance, no
groundwater from that basin may
be exported for any use outside
the basin, except that use of water
from the basin on any part of Fort
Ord shall not be deemed such an
export. If any export of water from
the basin is attempted, the Agency

may obtain from the superior court,
and the court shall grant, injunctive
relief prohibiting that exportation of
groundwater.”
• State Water Resource Control Board
states in their draft report (December
2012) assessing if Salinas Valley
groundwater were to be included in
the source water for desalination,
“Cal-Am would be required to show
there was no injury and that any
fresh water it extracts is returned to
the Basin.” (No injury in this instance
means to any current Salinas Valley
aquifer user)
So, the points are pretty clear: water
cannot legally be exported from the
Salinas Valley aquifer for purposes
of supplying another water system
outside the basin; this includes
any brackish water that may be
withdrawn from the salt water
intrusion zone of the aquifer. Also,
the shallow source water intakes
must show no harm to existing water
users in the basin; the notion that
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water can be returned to the basin
and directly benefit those harmed has
not been substantiated or proven.
We want the Peninsula to be
successful in securing its water
needs. But those needs cannot be
met at the expense of degradation
to the Salinas Valley groundwater
basin. Those who steward the
basin’s aquifer - water right holders,
users and ratepayers - will diligently
assert that the basin’s resources are
to be conserved. The communities
and ratepayers of the Salinas Valley
have spent hundreds of millions of
dollars to build two reservoirs as
well as the Castroville Seawater
Intrusion Project, the Salinas Valley
Reclamation Project and the Salinas
Valley Water Project to solve the
basin’s water problems.
The entire Monterey County
community must now come together
to find a water supply solution that
does not jeopardize the water rights
of other basins. •
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Scholarships Awarded to Local Ag Students
Monterey County Farm Bureau and Central Coast Young
Farmers & Ranchers, in partnership with American Ag Credit,
awarded scholarships to local students studying within
an Agricultural curriculum for the current academic year.
These students graduated from high schools in Monterey
or San Benito counties and plan to work in Agriculture after
graduation. Scholarship awards were given to:
Haley Markow is the recipient of a $1,500 combined
scholarship from MCFB and CCYF&R and $1,000 from
American Ag Credit. Haley is a graduate of Carmel High
School and attends Cal Poly SLO majoring in Animal Science.
Jake Odello is the recipient of a $1,500 combined scholarship
from MCFB and CCYF&R. Jake is a graduate of Carmel High
School and attends Cal Poly SLO majoring in Agri Business.
Grace Tobias is the recipient of a $1,500 scholarship from
CCYF&R. Grace is a graduate of San Benito High School and
attends UC Davis majoring in Animal Science.
Bryan Snyder is the recipient of a $1,500 scholarship from
CCYF&R and $1,000 from American Ag Credit. Bryan is a
graduate of San Benito High School and attends Cal Poly SLO
majoring in Agricultural Science.

Al these students submitted excellent answers to the essay
question required on their application; here are some excerpts
of the responses to a question relating to environmental
concerns about the uses of fertilizer and pesticides:

“

Consumers often receive one-sided
propaganda from the environmentalist
media that tends to overlook the
increased regulation surrounding
things like pesticide use. In addition,
many consumers are close-minded
in regards to the benefits of practices
like these and are concerned only
with the negative consequences
of such practices.” … “Ultimately,
environmentalists need to work
cooperatively with farmers and ranchers to develop
safe farming practices that meet everyone’s demands.
- Haley Markow

“

…as farmers and ranchers we
understand the importance of our
careers and the things we do, but the
general public does not because they
Erica Bianchi is the recipient of a $1,500 scholarship from
do not work with animals or tend to
CCYF&R. Erica is a graduate of San Benito High School and
row crops. So I believe that in order
attends Modesto Junior College majoring in Agricultural
for the public to understand our side
Business & Sales.
of the story we
must recognize
that they do not
understand the repercussions of the things
they are asking us to do. We must inform
them that if we put into action what they
are asking that it will increase the strain
on the two percent of the population that
does feed the other ninety-eight percent…
Case STS MT700 &
- Bryan Snyder
MT800, Caterpillar,
and all JD Models

Soledad Tire
& Wheel Service, Inc.

Tracks –
We Got
Them!
For all your
Ag track needs
New Goodyear
Ultra Ag Tracks
We also carry
a full line of
MID Rollers
and stock
Salinas Valley’s
largest tractor tire
inventory.

We are pleased that Agricultural
curriculums are attracting the brightest
students we have locally, as evidence by
the articulate reasoning of the complex
problems facing farmers and ranchers.
Scholarship applications for the 20132014 academic year are now available
on-line at www.montereycfb.com and are
due by May 3rd. Please see the website
for details and qualifications. •

Contact David at
Soledad Tire

960 Front St., Soledad
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”

Mike Curtice is a 7th generation
Monterey County resident with
over thirty five years in the automobile industry, all locally. For
the past twenty seven years,
Mike has specialized his trade in
commercial business. His vast
knowledge of the fleet
programs and benefits when
purchasing vehicles, make his
service worth considering if you
have a vehicle purchase in your
future. Many of the agriculture
businesses in the Valley use
Mike exclusively, as he is an
active member of the Farm
Bureau of Monterey County.
Mike knows the AG business and
how to build their trucks. If you
want to deal with a true fleet
salesman, consider Mike Curtice
for your next purchase.

Your Partner For Success
MIKE CURTICE
831-238-2020

THE FOLLOWING IS A PARTIAL LIST OF CLIENTS THAT ENDORSE MIKE

”

REITER BROS

COASTAL FORD TRACTOR

BRIAN SNOW

DUDA FARMS

MONTEREY MUSHROOMS

STEVE BENNETTS

TOP FLAVOR FARMS

PROGENY GENETICS

RICHARD MORGANTIN

MAJOR FARMS

PEZZINI FARMS

MERV SELFRIDGE

ANDREW SMITH CO.

BENGARD FARMS

MIKE KENNEDY

ELKHORN PACKING

AMERICAN AS CREDIT

JIM COX

FRESH EXPRESS

MIKE CHUCK FARMS

P.A.R

LOS COCHES FARM

EARTHBOUND FARMS

AMERICAN TAKAII
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