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Each year, over 2000 new bills are
introduced in our State Legislature to
deal with new regulatory processes that
govern how we do business and conduct
ourselves individually. California sets the
regulatory standard for managing our
economy, safety, and ecology.
As with prior years, a lot of these new
bills are aimed directly at regulating
Agriculture … our food production. This
year was no different. We saw bills that
seek to regulate methane from cows,
manage water use in crop production,
enhance our greenhouse gas targets,
restrict use of crop protection tools, and
generally make it harder for farmers and
ranchers do what they do each day.
But the most troubling area of these
new bills deals with the economics of
Agriculture in California. This year we saw
a duo of labor bills aimed at making it
much more expensive to farm and ranch
in our state. The first of these increases
California’s minimum wage to a level
higher than any other state in just five
short years.

Signed into law on April 4th, the
minimum wage in California will begin
increasing next year until it reaches
a level of $15 in 2022. At that point,
the minimum wage will be indexed to
inflation, ensuring that it keeps pace with
economic factors in our State. There are
a few off ramps where wage escalations
could be held off in years of economic
hardship or increasing unemployment, at
the discretion of the Governor.
The math is simple: this is a 50% increase in
the minimum wage in just five years. Where
else in the economy has a 50% increase
been absorbed in that short a time frame
and not resulted in visible impacts?
Let’s consider what this means to the
small farmer or rancher. Costs of labor will
increase much more proportionally because

continues on pg 2
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Legislating Our Food Production (continued from pg 1)
most Ag labor is already paid at
higher than the minimum wage level
due to the ongoing labor shortages
we have experienced. Competition
for labor has driven wage rates higher
to attract and maintain harvest
crews each year. By increasing the
minimum wage by 50% over the next
five years, that means proportionally
the wages for field workers will rise
also, and being higher than minimum
wage, those increases will be
comparatively higher than minimum
wage increases.
This all means that costs of doing
business for farmers and ranchers
will be much more expensive.
In recent years we have seen
commodity prices not reflective of
the actual increases in production
costs. California farmers and
ranchers also pay higher-thanaverage costs for fuel, electricity
and land, and comply with a wide
variety of regulations intended to
benefit the environment, food safety

and employee health that impact
operating income.
Piling on a minimum wage increase
to these costs decreases the viability
of the smaller, family farms that
the consumer public seeks out to
support. There will come a point
where costs of production continually
exceed the selling price of the crop
and these small farms will fail.
The unintended consequence of
this type of wage inflation is the
induced movement by farmers to
mechanization, eliminating jobs
completely, or changing to crops
that can be mechanically harvested.
Many of the crops grown in the
Salinas Valley cannot be harvested
mechanically, so there could be
considerable change to the types of
crops we currently see produced.
The second part of this duo of
labor bills is the Ag overtime rule
change to remove the provision
of seasonal harvesting hours for

fieldworkers. The core language of
this bill will change overtime rules
for farmworkers from a 10 hour
day/60 hour work week provision to
an 8 hour day/40 hour work week.
California is one of only a handful of
states that even requires overtime for
farmworkers, and then at a rate that
recognizes the seasonality of crops
and their harvest schedule crunches.
Note these facts: farmworkers can
earn up to 33 percent more pay
in a week than non-agricultural
employees because they can work
as much as 60 hours a week during
peak harvest. While labor unions are
presenting an image that farmworkers
are somehow being forced to work
such hours, the truth is that many of
these farmworkers choose harvest
work for this very reason.
Restricting farmworkers to a shorter
day or work week will not guarantee
overtime pay. In contrast, this will
most likely ensure that employers will
limit work hours to 8 hours instead
of 10 and avoid expensive overtime

pay. Farmers will be forced to change
their planting schedules to fit the
available labor hours. It’s not just the
costs of the overtime that impact farm
operators; these costs are multiplied in
premiums for worker compensation
insurance and unemployment taxes
paid, which are all based on total
income paid to the employee.
California’s overtime rules for
farmworkers have demonstrated

but in fact increase costs to employers
disproportionally and make our
products, crops, and services noncompetitive to other states.
It’s time we realize that California’s
agricultural sector will be in trouble
economically and cannot sustain
such broad increases in labor costs.
The end result will be the loss of
small farms and ranches, increased
mechanization, and more reliance

By increasing the minimum wage by 50% over
the next five years, that means proportionally the
wages for field workers will rise also, and being
higher than minimum wage, those increases will be
comparatively higher than minimum wage increases.
success and satisfaction for many
decades now. Farmworkers are
choosing harvest work for the very
reason that the additional hours can
benefit their paychecks.
Together, these two labor bills aim
to social engineer a better working
environment for our state’s residents,

on foreign imports for our food
products that we price out of our
domestic production sector.
Our state legislators need to take a
break from regulating Agriculture
and focus more on promoting
competitiveness of our state’s
economic output.
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California Not So Free

Reprint of Editorial in The Orange County Register
California has regularly placed
among the very worst states in the
nation – oftentimes dead last – in
terms of its business climate. Now a
new study ranks it near the bottom
of the barrel in freedom, particularly
economic freedom, and these twin
failings are not coincidental.
The 2016 edition of the “Freedom in
the 50 States” index, published by the
libertarian Cato Institute, includes an
overall freedom score and measures
of states’ freedom in two broad
categories – economic freedom and
personal freedom – and a number of
subcategories. “Measuring freedom
is important because freedom is
valuable to people. At the very least,
it is valuable to those whose choices
are restricted by public policy,”
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authors William Ruger and Jason
Sorens wrote.
California ranked 49th in overall
freedom, which is unchanged from
the previous edition of the study in
2013. The Golden State performed

“Measuring freedom
is important because
freedom is valuable
to people.”
especially poorly in quite a few
categories, ranking 46th in fiscal
policy, 48th in regulatory policy and
land-use policy, 49th in economic
policy and gun rights policy and
50th in labor-market freedom,
occupational licensing laws and
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victimless crime laws. Among the
bright spots were personal freedom
(16th), incarceration rate (12th) and
cable and telecommunications
policy (tied for 1st).
“Regulatory policy is even more of
a problem for the state than fiscal
policy,” Ruger and Sorens concluded.
“California is one of the worst states
on land-use freedom. Some cities
have rent control, new housing
supply is tightly restricted in the
coastal areas and eminent domain
reform has been nugatory. Labor law
is anti-employment, with no rightto-work law, high minimum wages,
strict workers’ comp mandates,
mandated short-term disability
insurance and a stricter-than-federal
anti-discrimination law. Occupational
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licensing is extensive and strict,
especially in construction trades.”
The authors recommended
cutting spending – particularly
in areas where California exceeds
the national average, such as in
general administration, housing
and urban development and
employee retirement – and using
the savings to pay down the state’s
massive debt. They also suggested
eliminating the California Coastal
Commission’s authority to regulate
private land use and relaxing
restrictions on gambling.

“Although our belief in limited
government and a free society
is based on the moral dignity of
each human being, empirical
evidence suggests that the
protection of individual rights tends
to foster economic growth and
the coinciding improvements in
people’s living standards,” Ruger and
Sorens added.
In Milton Friedman’s “Capitalism
and Freedom,” he wrote about
the link between personal and
economic freedom, and how
the free market protects sellers,

“…empirical evidence suggests that the protection
of individual rights tends to foster economic
growth and the coinciding improvements in
people’s living standards.”

6

FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

consumers and employees alike
from coercion without a centralized
authority. “Indeed, a major source
of objection to a free economy
is precisely that it does this task
so well. It gives people what they
want instead of what a particular
group thinks they ought to want,”
Friedman noted.
While California performs well
in certain categories of personal
freedom, such as same-sex
marriage and some of its marijuana
laws, its nanny-state proclivities
prompt it to dictate far too many
aspects of its residents’ personal
lives, and especially their economic
activities. Rolling back these
restriction would lead not only to
great freedom, but also greater
prosperity.

FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU
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Preventing Common Farm-Vehicle Accidents
Safely navigating large agricultural
equipment over rural roads to and
from the fields is a challenge for
even the best drivers. Nationwide
reminds you to consider the
following rules on the safe
operation of your equipment to
help reduce the number of farmvehicle accidents on America’s rural
roadways.

The basics
Most states allow leeway regarding
the use of implements of husbandry
on public roadways. For the most
part, regulations for size and type of
equipment don’t apply when you
operate agricultural equipment on
roadways. But you need to be aware
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of bridge and road embargos to help
prevent serious injury and damage
to roadways and equipment.
The increase in size of agricultural
equipment makes it almost certain
that portions will extend left of center
when operated on public roads.
Courts have generally upheld the
right of equipment operators to use
public roads, but that doesn’t give
immunity from liability should you
have an accident when the size of
your equipment is in direct violation.
Accidents are more prevalent at
certain times of the day. Operating
in the morning presents an
increased risk as people head off
to work and school. Drivers are
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usually in a hurry and often lack the
patience to follow a slow-moving
vehicle. The same is true during
afternoons and early evenings as
schools let out and people are
returning home from work.
Don’t forget about the trailer. When
pulling trailers, operators often rely
on the lights from the power unit
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as their warning system. This can
increase the risk of collision because
these lights can become obstructed
by the roadway curving or the large
loads being pulled, such as large
hay bales.

Because the potential for accidents
is high, we offer common-sense tips
to road safety and other preventive
measures to common farm-vehicle
accidents to help keep America’s
rural roadways safe.

Recommendations for
avoiding farm-vehicle
accidents

Let’s look at the following scenarios
to learn more:

Before pulling onto the road, you
must understand the hazards
of driving and the importance
of sharing the road with others.
Never allow an inexperienced or
untrained driver to get behind the
wheel. Regulations require drivers
to be trained on how to operate
the specific equipment they are
assigned to use and to how to
navigate the equipment in the
environment they’re operating in.
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Left-turn collisions
The left-turn collision is one of the
most common accidents involving
articulating farm vehicles, such as a
tractor pulling a tool bar and nurse
tank. When attempting to make
a left turn, equipment operators
commonly pull to the right in order
to make a wide left turn. Motorists
behind the equipment may view the
movement of the equipment to the
right as permission to pass.
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Accidents may be prevented if
equipment operators use equipped
turn signals or hand or arm signals
when operating older equipment.
Before committing to the turn,
operators should pay close attention
to oncoming traffic and check all
mirrors or look over their shoulder to
ensure motorists are not trying to pass.

Rural bridges
Large farm equipment and old
bridges don’t mix. Before crossing a
rural bridge, make sure your vehicle
weight will not damage the bridge
or cause it to collapse.
Because rural bridges are often
very narrow, allow oncoming traffic
to clear the bridge before starting
across. This reduces the total weight
on the bridge and gives you more
space to maneuver.

Tractors, combines and sprayers
have high wheels with tires that
have large lugs to facilitate traction.
If you pull right to cross the bridge
with oncoming traffic, your tires can
easily come into contact with the
guardrail and subsequently cause
your equipment to climb the rail or
even tip off the bridge.

Passing cars
When driving a slow-moving vehicle,
there will always be other motorists
wanting to pass. You should never
wave a driver to pass. Ultimately, it’s
the passing driver’s responsibility to
pass – not yours.
You shouldn’t drive with half of your
vehicle on the shoulder either. As
the passing vehicle straddles the
center line, your equipment may
sideswipe it if you have to swerve to

avoid an oncoming mail box, road
sign or other obstruction.
Always drive with the left side of
your vehicle to the centerline, even
though the width of your equipment
extends onto the shoulder. If a vehicle
needs to pass, the driver will have to
make that decision based on the law
and safe opportunity to do so.

Rear-end collisions
On contouring roads, it’s easy for
a car traveling at higher rates of
speed to be surprised by a larger,
slower-moving vehicle, especially
around a sharp bend or after the
crest of a hill. It’s difficult for drivers
of faster, smaller vehicles to judge
the speed and gap distance of a
larger piece of equipment.
You can help avoid rear-end
collisions by monitoring your mirrors

for fast-approaching vehicles and
making sure your vehicle’s warning
devices, such as SMV signs, are
clearly visible. When moving large
ag equipment on heavily traveled
paved roads, you should utilize an
escort vehicle.

Single-vehicle accidents
Single-vehicle accidents typically
occur when an operator drives
on the road’s shoulder, which
may be soft, wet or steep, causing
the vehicle to tip over. Accidents
also occur when operators strike
stationary objects such as mailboxes,
guardrails, signs or telephone poles.
Driving on the shoulder is often hard
to avoid. But you can reduce the
chance of an accident by knowing
where shoulder hazards are before
you start out.

FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU
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Why We Oppose Measure Z
On the ballot this November is
Measure Z, a Monterey County
initiative to address certain methods
of oil and gas production in our
County, including a ban on hydraulic
fracturing. Proponents of this
measure gained enough signatures
to qualify this initiative for the
ballot after our Board of Supervisors
declined to implement a ban on
hydraulic fracturing in 2015.
Sure, hydraulic fracturing is a
technique that has drawn widespread discussion in the media and
amongst those who suspect the
method for everything from water
contamination to earthquakes. We
won’t attempt to deal with those
issues here, as the focus of the
initiative is really quite different
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than this simple banning of a
production technique.

production completely within our
County’s borders.

Let’s start with the obvious: hydraulic
fracturing is not needed, nor will it
be implemented, here in Monterey
County. The structure of the oil
strata, located approximately 2500
feet or more below the surface, is
already broken up and does not
require further fracturing of rock to
obtain the oil reserves in this area of
the Monterey Shale oil reservoir.

Measure Z seeks to ban any NEW oil
wells from being drilled anywhere
in our County. While expressly
continuing current wells in operation,
the initiative overlooks the fact that
oil wells are finite in their operability
and new wells must be drilled as the
oil reserves are extracted. Banning
any NEW wells simply means that as
the old wells outlive their useful life,
they cannot be replaced and, thus,
oil and gas production would be
discontinued over a period of years,
most likely within five years.

So, if this technique is not needed
and will not be implemented
within our County, why should
this become a formal ban? The
truth lies within the context of
the language of the initiative,
which really is to ban oil and gas
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Also banned are current methods of
well operation that are considered
‘enhanced’ such as the steam injection

currently used here. In simplistic terms,
heated water is injected through the
wells into the oil strata layer to soften
the crude oil underground, which has
the consistency of very thick mud. The
steam softens the crude oil into a fluid
form that is then extracted, separated
from the water, and transported to
Southern California refineries. The
water used in this injection process
is unenhanced (meaning no added
chemicals) and is then recycled
for reuse in the wells or purified
and placed into settling ponds for
groundwater percolation.

basin. With the heightened concerns
about our water supplies during
the drought, any water that can be
contributed to our groundwater basin
is a welcome addition to our resources
each year. Over the years, this has
averaged around 2400 acre feet a year.
California has the strictest rules and
regulations for oil and gas production
of any state; in 2014, Governor Brown
signed SB 4, which he noted at the
time as the ‘toughest regulations in
the world’ that oil and gas producers
must abide by. Some would argue
that energy expoloration in California

(and our nation) is the most heavily
regulated business sector. These
combined regulations ensure that our
environment, and our groundwater
basin, are highly protected and
those producers would not risk
contaminating our aquifers due to the
tremendous liability potential as well
as regulatory penalties involved.
For multiple decades, agriculture
and the oil and gas producers in
Monterey County have co-existed as
friendly neighbors and community
supporters. Oil wells occupy very
little in land space, allowing for

The important fact to note here is
that there has been no groundwater
contamination throughout the
entire existence of the San Ardo oil
field. Water that percolates into the
groundwater basin is actually cleaner
than the natural water already in the

FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU
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wildlife and grazing contiguous to
the wells and pipelines. Since the
late 1940’s this cooperation between
the two sectors has secured a
safe environment for both crop
and cattle production. Agriculture
welcomes the contributions that oil
and gas production has made to our
economy, our schools (particularly in
San Ardo), and the revenue derived
from land taxes; indeed, this is an
informal partnership in securing
our economic vitality in the South
County area.
And there are the jobs that come
with oil and gas production, high
paying jobs that are skilled work and
provide income for many families. The
number of jobs impacted if oil and
gas production were to be phased
out by this initiative may be small
in comparison to other economic

sectors of Monterey County, but
they are still important because they
are in an area where employment
needs to be sustained for overall
community health. The South County
area depends on these incomes for
their local businesses, revenues for
public services, and infrastructure
improvements. If these jobs were to
disappear, many other related jobs
would also be impacted. So it’s not just
the oil and gas jobs alone that will feel
the direct impacts of this initiative.
Finally, there is the potential liability
for our County should this initiative
pass. Shutting down our oil and gas
production in the next decade could
lead to a constitutional challenge
called ‘taking’ in the form of a property
rights violation. Something that has
value, is currently operating legally and
producing income, is taken away by

initiative that aims to stop something
that is not occurring nor will ever
occur. These legal challenges could
lead to hundreds of millions in liability
for our County, and ultimately, could
bankrupt our County government
completely through lengthy and
extensive litigation.
Taken all together, this ballot initiative
does far more harm that the original
message of just banning hydraulic
fracturing. This is a deceptive message
aimed to gain emotional support
from voters who are uneducated on
the actual facts about oil and gas
production as it currently occurs.
Monterey County Farm Bureau
urges a NO vote on Measure Z this
November. Let’s stop the deceptive
management of our economy by
ballot box initiative.

Monterey County
Farm Bureau
99th Annual Meeting
Friday, October 7th

Rodeo Room,
Salinas Sports Complex
11:30am
We will be honoring two of our own: Bob
Martin of Rio Farms, who is retiring from
farming after 40+ years, and Jeff Pereira,
President of Monterey County Farm Bureau
for the past four years.
Our Keynote Speaker is Supervisor Dave
Potter, who promises to tell it as it is!
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Our business portion of the meeting will
install the 2018 Board of Directors and
welcome new President Colby Pereira.
RSVPs are a must! Please call Tami at
831/751-3100 as space is limited.

Travel Smart with Travel Insurance from Nationwide®
You’ve worked hard and saved for
your vacation. You deserve to have
your leisure travel protected.

• Trip cancellation / Trip
Interruption
• Travel Delay

Whether it’s a golf weekend, a family
vacation at the beach or a romantic
cruise, unforeseen problems may
wait just around the corner.

• Covers trips 100 miles from your
address and lasting no more
than 30 days
• Emergency medical expenses
• Lost or stolen baggage and
personal effects
• Travel delay
• Add trip cancellation and trip
interruption coverage to the
base plan for additional cost.
It reimburses you for certain
expenses if you have to cancel
your plans due to covered
weather events, illness, injury or
other covered conditions.

Canceled or delayed flights. Lost,
stolen or damaged luggage.
Inclement weather. They can all derail
the best-planned travel itinerary. Not
to mention medical emergencies
from accidents or illness while you
and your family are traveling.
You can gain peace of mind when
on vacation — with Travel Insurance
from Nationwide.
We offer multiple plans so you can
choose the coverage that best
matches how you travel. Here is an
overview of the key benefits you
receive for each type of travel insurance
plan. More information about each
policy and specific coverages can be
found on the website.

Annual (multi-trip) plans for frequent
travelers with coverage that’s ready
to go

• Lost / stolen baggage or
personal effects
• Baggage delay
• Emergency medical expense

Travel insurance from Nationwide
gives you affordable, flexible plans
and peace of mind – and keeps you
traveling smart. And don’t forget,
Farm Bureau members receive a 3%
discount on Single trip plans!
Learn more or get a quote at www.
travel.nationwide.com/cafarmbureau

• Cruise insurance plans with
benefits designed for ship-based
vacations
• Cancellation for any reason
available on certain plans
• Port of call itinerary changes
made by the cruise line after
purchase
• Ship board service disruption
coverage – mechanical, fire, or
other covered issues
• Return home early
transportation change cost
reimbursement
• Plus, benefits similar to single
trip plans
Single trip plans with coverage for
that one big trip – and one big travel
investment
FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU
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A Day of Golf Along the Coast
Monterey County Farm Bureau held
its annual Bill Barker Memorial Golf
Tournament on August 25th at
Bayonet & Black Horse Courses in
Seaside. Over 240 players participated
in best-ball play on both courses, and
enjoyed an awards banquet and raffle
following course play.
The following teams excelled in their
swinging skills that day:

BAYONET
1st Low Net: TNT Insurance Agency
2nd Low Net: County of Monterey
3rd Low Net: Moncrief & Hart
4th Low Net: Bayview Farms #2
Low Gross: Earthbound Farms

BLACK HORSE
1st Low Net: Salinas Valley Tire
2nd Low Net: Agri Packing
3rd Low Net: Smith Family Wines
4th Low Net: Western Harvesting
Low Gross: Jim’s Supply
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On the first tee of each course, ‘Guess
How Many Tees’ contest sponsored
by Intercontinental The Clement
Monterey had two winners who came
very close to the actual number of
tees in the jar! Bob Martin guessed
322 tees of 326 in the jar on Black
Horse, and Ray Davis guessed 278
tees of 281 in the jar on Bayonet.
Our tee prize packages for players
included the following sponsored
items:
Golf Balls: Pete Hernandez /
Employer Solutions Insurance
Services
Golf Towels: American Door & Gates
Water: Hortau Simplified Irrigation
Tee Prize Bags: Salinas Valley
Recycles / Solid Waste Authority
Hand Sanitizer: Nationwide
Insurance
Thanks to all the players who made
the day a success!
Serving as Executive Director of
Monterey County Farm Bureau for
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43 years, Bill Barker was the voice of
local Agriculture until his passing
in 1999. This event remembers
his contributions to our local
community, agricultural education,
and the continuation of advocacy
efforts for farmers and ranchers.
The proceeds of this event benefit
educational organizations including
the Bill Barker Scholarship Fund,
Monterey County Agricultural
Education, and the continuing
efforts of Monterey County Farm
Bureau to maintain farming,
ranching, and agricultural business
interests locally and statewide.

MCFB thanks our Gold Sponsors
for their generous support of our
tournament this year:
Agri Packaging
California American Water
Central Coast Garden Products
Cushman & Wakefield
Duda Farm Fresh Foods
Foothill Packing

Scholarships Awarded to Local Ag Students
Monterey County Farm Bureau,
Central Coast Young Farmers and
Ranchers, and American Ag Credit
announce a total of $9,500 in
scholarships to college students from
Monterey & San Benito counties.
Seven scholarships were awarded
to students attending four year
universities:

Fresh Express
Green Rubber/Kennedy Ag
(co-sponsors)
Henry Hibino Farms (co-sponsors)
Holaday Seed Company
Jim’s Supply

Emily Violini

King City Nursery

Emily Violini is the recipient of a
$1,000 scholarship from CC YF&R and
a $1,000 scholarship from American
AgCredit. Emily is a graduate of
Salinas High School and attends
University of Wyoming, Laramie
majoring in Animal and Veterinary
Science with Pre-Vet option.

Mission Ranches
Orradre Farming
Pacific AG Rentals
PG&E
Plant Tape
RIO Farms
Sabor Farms
Salinas Valley Tire
Seteco Seed
Smith Family Wines
Steinbeck Country Produce
Sturdy Oil Company
Tanimura & Antle
TriCal
Valley Pacific Petroleum Services
Western Harvesting
Wilbur Ellis

Bryce Umbarger is the recipient of
a $1,000 scholarship from CC YF&R.
Bryce is a graduate of King City High
School and will attend University of
California, Davis majoring in Animal
Science, with a minor in Business.
Guadalupe Lara Fernandez is the
recipient of a $500 scholarship from
CC YF&R. Guadalupe is a graduate of
North Monterey County High School
and will attend California State
University, Monterey Bay majoring
in Business Administration, with a
minor in AgriBusiness.

General Farm Investment

L.A. Hearne

graduate of Salinas High School and
attends Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
majoring in Agricultural Engineering,
with a minor in Crop Science.

Marzita Trujillo is the recipient of
a $500 scholarship from CC YF&R.
Marzita is a graduate of Greenfield
High School and attends Cal Poly
Pomona majoring in Agriculture
Business.

Jack Richardson is the recipient of a
$1,000 scholarship from CC YF&R and
a $1,000 scholarship from American
AgCredit. Jack is a graduate of Palma
School and will attend Stanford
University majoring in Economics,
with a minor in Ag Economics.
Andrew McHaney is the recipient
of a $750 scholarship from MCFB
and $1,250 from CC YF&R. Andrew
is graduate of Salinas High School
and attends Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
majoring in Plant Science, with a
minor in Crop Science.
Dale McHaney is the recipient of a
$750 scholarship from MCFB and
a $750 from CC YF&R. Dale is a

Jack Richardson
MCFB and CCYF&R are pleased to
award scholarships each year to
deserving students who desire
a career in food production or
ranching. Both organizations work
hard to give back to the agricultural
community through fundraisers,
bar-b-ques and support of other
agricultural non-profit organizations.
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UC Expert: Don’t Blame Livestock for Climate Change
Courtesy of Ag Alert®

Targeting livestock as culprits in
climate change detracts from the
main sources of greenhouse gas
emissions: transportation and
energy, according to an air quality
specialist and animal science expert
at the University of California, Davis.
While there is scientific consensus
regarding the relative importance
of fossil-fuel use in discussion
of climate change, anti-animalagriculture advocates portray the
idea that livestock is to blame for
the most contributions to total

18

greenhouse gas emissions, said UC
professor Frank Mitloehner.
Mitloehner, who recently chaired a
United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization committee to measure
and assess the environmental impact
of livestock production, noted
that at the Global Climate Change
Conference in Paris last fall, 196
countries agreed to reduce fossilfuel use and emissions in energy
production and consumption, even
to the extent of potentially phasing
out fossil fuels entirely.
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Still, one argument often made
against the livestock sector is that
greenhouse gas emissions from
cattle, pigs, sheep and chickens are
comparable to all transportation
sectors from sources such as cars,
trucks, planes and trains. The
argument suggests that limiting
meat consumption, starting
with “meatless Mondays,” could
significantly reduce total emissions.
“When divorcing political fiction
from scientific facts around the
quantifications of greenhouse gas

from all sectors of society, one finds
a different picture,” Mitloehner said.
U.S. livestock production accounts
for 4.2 percent of all greenhouse
gas emissions, according to leading
scientists and U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. More specifically,
beef cattle account for 2.2 percent;
dairy cattle, 1.37 percent; swine, 0.47
percent; poultry, 0.08 percent; sheep,
0.03 percent; goats, 0.01 percent; and,
other, including horses, 0.04 percent.
This is far from the 18 percent to
51 percent range often cited by
animal-agriculture opponents,
Mitloehner noted.
Mitloehner pointed out that if all
Americans practiced meatless
Mondays, the nation’s greenhouse
gas emissions would be reduced by
0.6 percent, while not eating beef one
day a week would cut total emissions
by only 0.3 percent annually.
“One certainly cannot neglect
emissions from the livestock sector,
but to compare them to the main
emission sources would put us
on a wrong path to solutions,
namely to significantly reduce our
anthropogenic carbon footprint to
reduce climate change,” he said.

For example, the U.S. Dairy sector
produced 117 million tons of milk
with 22 million dairy cows in 1950,
compared to 209 million tons of milk
from 9 million cows in 2015. The beef
sector produced 24 million tons of
beef from 140 million head of cattle
in 1970, and 24 million tons of beef
from 90 million head of cattle in 2015.
Compared to the rest of the world,
the U.S. has a relatively low carbon
footprint related to production of
meat, milk or eggs due to production
efficiencies, Mitloehner said.
For example, the average U.S. dairy
cow produced 22,248 pounds of milk
annually compared to the average
cow in Mexico, which produces
10,500 pounds of milk annually,
India’s average milk production
per cow is 2,500 pounds annually,
increasing the methane and manure
production by a factor of nine times
compared to a U.S. cow, Mitloehner
noted. This means greenhouse gas
production for that same amount of
milk is much lower for the U.S. versus
the Mexican or Indian cow, he added.
“Production efficiency is a critical
factor in sustainable animal-protein
production and it varies drastically
by region,” he said.

Improvements in livestockproduction efficiencies relate directly
to reductions of environmental
impact, he added, noting that
when production efficiencies rise,
greenhouse gas emissions fall.
Pointing to the tripling of human
populations during his lifetime
without concurrent increases
of natural resources for food
production, Mitloehner said “the
2050 challenge to feeding the
globe is real,” and that agriculture
worldwide will need to “engage in
an efficient path similar to the one
it has traveled down in U.S. livestock
production in recent decades.”
To that end, emissions will need to be
accurately and fairly assessed to lay
a path for solutions, he said, noting
the FAO has formed an international
partnership project to develop and
adopt a “gold standard” life-cycle
assessment methodology for each
livestock species and the feed sector.
The project would develop a
global quantification system to
allow accurate measurement by
livestock species and production
regions, and identify opportunities
for improvement and the ability to
measure that progress in each region.

Greenhouse gas contributions from
the U.S. energy sector are estimated
at 31 percent, with the transportation
sector at 27 percent, he said.
He further pointed to the
“considerable progress” made by
the U.S. livestock sector during
the last 60-plus years to reduce its
environmental footprint as result of
continued research and advances in
animal genetics, precision nutrition,
and animal care and health. At the
same time, beef and milk production
increased or stayed the same.
FARM FOCUS: A PUBLICATION OF MONTEREY COUNTY FARM BUREAU
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Investment in Local Transportation Infrastructure Makes Sense
Working with other community
stakeholders, Monterey County
Farm Bureau participated in a
series of meetings to craft a local
transportation infrastructure
investment plan that will go before
voters in November.
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these funds. Local funding ensures
a better chance of matching funds;
most state and federal funding
mechanisms now require a portion
of local funding to be eligible.

Measure X, the Monterey County
Transportation Safety and
Investment Initiative, will add 3/8
of a cent as a sales tax override to
pay for much needed repairs to our
existing roadways, fund regional
projects to improve traffic flow and
reduce congestion, and improve
mobility for seniors and others.

Anywhere you drive in Monterey
County you will encounter a
roadway in need of improvement,
whether it be repaving or repairing
potholes, rebuilding intersections
for turn lanes, or improving flow
and connectivity. The project funds
collected through the sales tax
override, approximately $600 million
over 30 years, will be divided into
two separate pools of funds.

The initiative, if approved by voters
at the 2/3 level, will make Monterey
County a ‘self-help’ county and
qualify our projects for matching
state and federal transportation
funds, potentially doubling our
local money for these projects.
Without self-help, our county will
continue to be lower priority for

The first pool, regional projects, will
address the projects that increase
traffic flow and connectivity,
such as the Highway 68 corridor,
improvements to Highway 101 in
South County, the Castroville Blvd.
interchange with Highway 156, and
widening of Imjim Parkway through
the Marina area. Also included in this
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regional projects pool are safe routes
to schools, commuter bus transit, and
mobility for seniors and others.
The second pool will be for
municipalities and the county to
complete local road and street
maintenance. Each municipality has
identified specific projects that they
will undertake using these funds,
and promise not to reduce their
share of funding for infrastructure
improvements that is allocated from
their annual budgets.
Working with Monterey County
Public Works, Monterey County Farm
Bureau and other Ag organizations
have identified numerous rural
roadways that need repair or
replacement. Priorities like River
Road through the Wine Trail area,
Old Stage Road, Gloria Road, Cooper
Road and Alisal Road have been
listed as priorities with the County’s
commitment to use Measure X
funding to complete the projects in

Monterey County Farm Bureau Celebrates 100 Years in 2017
Back in 1917, Monterey County Farm
Bureau formed to provide education
and services to local farmers and
ranchers, in conjunction with the
establishment of UC Cooperative
Extension agents in our County. Next
year, we will celebrate 100 years of
serving our members and advocating
for the importance of farming and
ranching to our local economy and
the ability to feed our country.

We are encouraging our members
to share stories of their history with
Farm Bureau, contribute vintage
and historical photographs of past
leaders and events, and any other
memorabilia that might be significant
to our 100-year story.

the earliest phases of the revenue
collections.

our share of state and federal
transportation funds is through
self-help. Around California, there
are many counties who have taken
this step and become successful in
rebuilding their infrastructure; one
can point to Orange County where
Measure M rebuilt the entire length
of Highway 5 through the County
within the first 10 years of self-help
revenue with matching funds.

Many have asked about taxpayer
safeguards for how this money is
collected and spent; an independent
Citizens Oversight Committee will
assure that all revenues are spent
on transportation projects listed
in either the regional pool or the
municipal pool of funds.
Clearly no one wants to pay more in
taxes, but the best path to claiming

If you have any memorabilia you would
like to share for our celebration event,
please call our office at 831/751-3100

We need to do this for the desired
infrastructure improvements to keep

or forward the items electronically to
administration@montereycfb.com.
Also, ideas on how to celebrate our
Century of Farm Bureau in Monterey
County are welcome!
As the oldest Agriculture
organization in our County, we
look forward to celebrating our
Centennial in 2017. Look for details
on this event next spring!

our county moving and reduce
congestion. California continues to
reduce transportation funding to
counties because the gas tax revenue
collected continues to decline due to
improvements in vehicle efficiency;
there simply is not enough money in
gas taxes to pay for all the required
improvements our county needs.
Monterey County Farm Bureau
urges a YES vote on Measure X, the
Monterey County Transportation
Safety and Investment Plan.
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Growing Future Leaders at Hartnell College
Hartnell College has placed a bond
measure on the ballot in November
to provide additional funding
for campus improvements and
curriculum development.
Measure T improves and expands
classrooms, labs and technology at
all campuses of Hartnell College.
These repairs and upgrades are
needed to ensure local access to
affordable higher education and
to accommodate emerging job
training programs in fields like seed
science and agricultural technology
that provide our local industry with
the skilled workers they need.
This investment initiative will raise
approximately $167 million for
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campus infrastructure improvements
by adding a rider to property tax bills
of approximately $20 per $100,000
of assessed value each year, or about
$1.67 per month per $100,000 of
assessed value. The bond measure
requires approval by 55% of voters in
the Hartnell College District to pass.
Projects projected to be funded by
this bond measure are:
• Expanding the Main Campus in
Salinas, the Alisal Campus in East
Salinas, and campuses in South
and North County
• Add classrooms and labs
• Improve student access to
computers and technology
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• Improve nursing and skilled
healthcare facilities and
programs
• Expand access to agriculture,
science, technology, math, and
engineering labs
• Provide space for universities to
offer four-year bachelor degrees
• Expand facilities for serving
military veterans
• Renovate and modernize
outdated classrooms and
student support facilities
• Add sustainable energy
solutions such as solar energy
generation

All funds from this bond would be
spent right here in the Salinas Valley;
no funds could be taken by the State
for other projects.
The bond measure includes the
following language promoting
local preference for construction
projects: “The District shall promote
fair and open competition for all
District construction projects so
that all contractors and workers,
whether union or non-union, are
treated equally in the bidding and
awarding of District construction
projects. The District, consistent with
resolution 10:13, will encourage
participation by local and regional
vendors, supplies, and contractors
in responding to any call for bids,
requests for proposals, or other
procurement process used by the
District.”
Monterey County Farm Bureau urges
a YES vote on Measure T.
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